
Progression in History Vocabulary 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

old 

new 

past 

ago 

 

a long time ago 

when I was little 

past 

since I was born 

queen 

king 

rule 

years 

difference 

object 

artefact 

picture 

photograph 

chronological order 

recent  

before 

after 

historical event 

past/present 

succeed/succession 

before I was born 

before/after 

past/present 

then/now 

sequence 

chronological order 

earlier 

later 

local area 

historical event 

Britain 

parliament 

older person 

source 

research 

Briton 

locality 

democracy 

eye-witness 

account 

BC/AD 

decade 

ancient 

century 

timeline 

period 

archaeologists 

excavate 

evidence 

similarities/ 

differences 

historical 

information 

historian 

wealthy 

poor 

civilizations 

 

 

recent history 

time difference 

items 

accurate picture of 

the past 

version 

historical argument 

point of view 

civilizations 

 

settlers 

settlement 

invaders/invasion 

conquer(ed) 

combat 

comparison 

hypothesis 

specific features of 

a time period 

(e.g. medicine/ 

weaponry/ 

transport) 

plague 

medicine 

healthcare 

influence 

 

 

societies 

summarise 

major influence 

world history 

changes/ continuity 

persuade 

viewpoint 

propaganda 

role of Britain 

advancements 

causes in history 

British Empire 

helped/ hindered 

relationships 

interpretations 

significant 

 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

The Romans Toys Over Time Her Story – 

Grace Darling, 

Rosa Parks and 

Emily Davison 

The Stone Age 

to Iron Age 

Ancient Greece 

 

Britain’s 

settlement by 

Anglo-Saxons 

and Scots 

Conflict Over 

Time 

Chariot  

Gladiator 

Barbarian 

Mythology 

Amphitheatre 

Pantheon 

Empire 

 

diablo 

whip and top 

croquet 

skipping rope 

skittles 

Jacob’s ladder 

marble 

hopscotch 

Bus  

Civil Rights 

Equality 

Segregation 

Heroine 

Protests 

Suffragette 

Activist 

Neolithic 

Mesolithic 

Mammoth 

Pre-historic 

Round house 

Hillforts 

Stonehenge 

 

Greek Empire 

Olympics 

Column 

Alexander the 

Great 

Doric column 

Hellenistic 

 

Northumbria 

Sutton Hoo 

Thatched wooden 

house 

East Anglia 

Cremation Pot 

 

chieftain  

infantry  

phalanx  

hoplite  

legion  

housecarls  

fyrd  

berserkers  



blow football Women’s rights 

Survivors 

Rescue 

Heroine 

Wreak 

Lighthouse 

Boat 

Northumberland 

 

crusade  

trench warfare  

No Man’s Land 

 Explorers  The Great Fire 

of London and 

Newcastle and 

Gateshead 

 The Romans The Vikings and 

Anglo Saxons 

World War II – 

(Local History) 

 Voyage 

Expedition 

America 

Map  

Ship 

Navigate 

Escaping 

River Thames 

Fire 

Cart 

Pudding Lane 

Samuel Pepys 

London 

Newcastle 

Gateshead 

fire brigade,  

fire fighter,  

modern day,  

fire engine,  

leather,  

volunteer 

 Chariot  

Gladiator 

Barbarian 

Mythology 

Amphitheatre 

Pantheon 

Empire 

 

Longboat 

Viking 

Freeman 

Shield 

Spear 

Blitz 
Hitler 
bombing 

Evacuation 

Homefront 

Rationing 

Kindertransport 

Victoria Tunnel 
Underground 

Propaganda 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 George 

Stephenson and 

the 

Development of 

Transport 

Famous Quuens Ancient Egypt 

 

The Romans - 

Local 

Early Islamic 

Civilisation 

 



 Steam engine 

Rainhill trials 

Steam engine 

Locomotive 

Route 

Navigate 

Locomotive 

Number 1 

The Rocket 

 

Monarchy 

Hereditary 

Buckingham Palace 

 

 

irrigation, 

hieroglyphs, 

pharaoh,  

silt,  

embalming, 

mummification, 

Canopic jars, 

civilisation, 

artefact,  

papyrus,  

inundation 

 

Hadrian’s Wall 

Emperor 

Northumberland 

Northumbria 

 

 

 

Islam, Muhammad, 
Muslim, Caliphate, 
Caliph, civilisation, 
empire, Allah, 
caravan, mosque, 
scholar, siege, 
significant, trading. 
  
 

 

 


