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CLAUDE FABLE 5 REQUIRES 30-DAY API DATA RETENTION

OPERATIONAL SIGNAL
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CAPABILITY SHIFT

Anthropic launched Claude Fable 5 on 9 June
2026. On the Claude AP, Fable 5 requires 30-
day data retention and is not available under
zero data retention. Data retention means how
long APl inputs and outputs are kept after
processing. Many Claude APl uses remain
eligible for zero retention, but Fable 5 does not.

ORGANISATIONAL CONSEQUENCE

Organisations with zero-retention
requirements may be unable to use Claude
Fable 5 through the Claude API. This may affect
teams with regulatory obligations, client
contract requirements or internal data
minimisation standards. Model selection now
includes a data-handling trade-off: use a zero-
retention eligible model, accept 30-day
retention, or review alternative deployment
channels.

WHAT TO WATCH
e Claude APl users blocked by retention
settings

e Teams choosing older models to preserve
zero retention

e Partner-platform retention terms that differ
from the Claude API

e Clientorinternal rules requiring zero
retention

WHY THIS MATTERS NOW

Claude Fable 5 is already available on the
Claude API. Claude Opus 4.1is scheduled
for retirement on 5 August 2026. Teams
using zero-retention terms may need to
weigh capability, retention and migration
timing.

WHAT TO REVIEW

e How long Claude APl inputs and
outputs are retained

o Workflows requiring zero data
retention

e Model upgrade and deprecation
timelines

e Vendor terms for Claude APl and
partner platforms

o Whether model approval includes
retention requirements

GOVERNANCE CONTEXT

This is a data-handling and model-
selection issue. The most capable model
may not be right for every workflow if its
retention terms conflict with policy,
contract or risk appetite. Retention
settings should form part of model
approval, not sit as a procurement detail.

Scope Boundary: This artefact translates observed
platform capability changes into operational
considerations. It does not constitute policy, legal
advice, or enforcement guidance.
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