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GITHUB COPILOT LINEAR ISSUE ASSIGNMENT CAN INITIATE

AUTONOMOUS CODE CHANGES
OPERATIONAL SIGNAL

DOMAIN: ADMIN — Admin Controls | CONFIDENCE LEVEL: Medium-High

INSTITUTIONAL DIMENSIONS: Authority | Attribution

Signal ID Platform Source

SIG-ADMIN-008  GitHub Link

CAPABILITY SHIFT

GitHub's Copilot cloud agent for Linear became
generally available on 23 July 2026. When a
Linear issue is assigned to Copilot, the agent
uses the issue content, works in an ephemeral
GitHub Actions environment and opens a draft
pull request. The initiating user must connect
GitHub, select a repository and have write
access. Model, custom-agent and branch
settings can be applied per issue or through
workspace or team guidance.

ORGANISATIONAL CONSEQUENCE

Code-generation work can now begin in Linear
rather than a developer environment.
Workspace or team guidance may shape
sessions without being repeated in each issue.
GitHub review and merge controls still apply,
but organisations may not have defined who
can initiate or influence agent work from Linear.

WHAT TO WATCH

e Linear issues delegated to Copilot opening
draft pull requests

e Sessions using an unexpected repository,
model, custom agent or branch

e [ssue comments or guidance changes
altering work after initiation

Audience

Engineering I IT | Security | Risk

Status Date

Pilot 2026-07-28

WHY THIS MATTERS NOW

The integration became generally
available on 23 July 2026. Eligible
organisations can enable it now, so code
work may begin in Linear before access
and approval guidance is updated.

WHAT TO REVIEW

e Who can trigger Copilot from Linear

e Who can install the app or edit shared
guidance

e Whetherissue content is suitable as
coding context

e Whether branch protections and
required reviews apply

e Whether existing Copilot approval
covers Linear

GOVERNANCE CONTEXT

Human review remains required before
merge. The earlier control point has
changed: work can begin and receive
instructions in Linear. Organisations
should separate authority to initiate or
shape the work from authority to review
and merge it.

Scope Boundary: This artefact translates observed
platform capability changes into operational
considerations. It does not constitute policy, legal
advice, or enforcement guidance.
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