A decade of novel-mechanism depression drugs, and the deepest-tested still fail

Met = the primary endpoint, mostly MADRS, and the clean record, psychedelics, is almost all Phase 2

What “met” means

Almost every win is a short-term drop on a depression scale
(mostly MADRS), usually at Phase 2 and often single-dose
and unblinded. Just 8 of 31 wins were Phase 3.
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Sleuth analysis of 122 novel-mechanism MDD programs since 2015; 68 with a Phase 2 or 3 primary readout (mostly MADRS). Mixed readouts excluded.
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