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TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

“Corteo” — which means cor-
tege in Italian — the longest-run-
n i ng a rena produc t ion f rom 
Cirque du Soleil, is heading to the 
Liacouras Center May 30 to June 
2. Since its creation, the show has 
amazed and delighted over 10 mil-
lion spectators in 20 countries on 
four continents and is still going 
strong.

A joyous procession and a fes-
tive parade imagined by a clown, 
the show brings together the pas-
sion of the actor with the grace and 
power of the acrobat to plunge the 
audience into a theatrical world of 
fun, comedy and spontaneity in a 
mysterious space between heaven 
and earth.

In a Cirque du Soleil first, the 
stage is central in the arena and 
divides the venue with each half 
of the audience facing the other 
half, giving a unique perspective 
not only of the show, but also a 
performer’s eye view of the audi-
ence.

A major Canadian-based orga-
nization, Cirque du Soleil boasts 
approximately 1,200 artists from 
some 80 different countries. One 
of the featured performers in this 
particular show is French-born 
Joris Kondjia. Although he’s been 
with Cirque for years, he’s only 
been touring with “Cortege” for a 
little over two years.

“I began g ymnastics when I 
was about 5 years old,” Kond-
jia begins. “When I was in high 
school I joined the Pole France 

Lyon, and eventually became a 
member of the national team and 
the U18 French junior gymnastics 
team.”

It was while at university that 
he discovered the world of the 
circus when he was spotted and 
approached during a competition 
to join Cirque du Soleil. He says 
he immediately seized the oppor-
tunity.

“In the beginning I never saw 
myself as a circus performer. I 
was a gymnast,” Kondjia remarks. 
“But little by little — and with 
much practice — I saw how my 
skills began to f it in perfectly 
with the kinds of shows Cirque 
du Soleil was presenting.”

Kondjia says about 10 years 
ago he saw his career as a gym-
nast waning a bit. “But I wasn’t 

ready to retire. There was much 
more I still wanted to do. So per-
forming in various shows with 
C i rque be c a me my pr i m a r y 
occupation.”

But it ’s not easy to become 
involved with the shows, he con-
tinues. “One may have skills, but 
it takes many, many months of 
conditioning and preparing to be 
ready to be in one of their shows. 
Believe me, it’s a long process. It 
can take six to nine months of 
rigorous training before you’re 
seen as competent enough to 
join the show and the rest of the 
performers.”

And it shows. The daring and 
precise acrobatic feats of per-
formers like Kondjia are truly 
amazing. Today, it comes as sec-
ond-nature to Kondjia, and he’s 

the first to admit he loves every-
thing about what he does.

“I love the connection I have 
with the audience and seeing 
t heir react ion to what we are 
doing. It’s a thrill for us as per-
formers to keep the audience 
entertained and often on the edge 
of their seats,” he shares.

“It’s also a thrill for me to tour 
with the show. I love meeting new 
people from around the world, 
the audiences and performers 
as well. I also love seeing new 
places I might never have had the 
opportunity to see before. I truly 
feel very lucky to be doing what 
I’m doing.”

For more information on Joris 
Kondjia and the Corteo perfor-
mance of Cirque Du Soleil, visit 
www.liacourascenter.com.

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL’S LONGEST-RUNNING 
‘CORTEO’ COMES TO PHILLY STAGE
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Halle Berr y, renowned 
for her captivating perfor-
mances in “Gothika,” “The 
Rich Man’s Wife,” “Perfect 
Stranger,” “Dark Tide,” and 
“The Call,” has ventured 
into the realm of horror 
and thriller films. During 
L ionsgate’s Ci nemaCon 
panel in April, the Acade-
my Award-winning actress 
revealed her motivation for 
taking on the role in “Never 
Let Go.”

Berry described herself 
as a “bona fide adrenaline 
ju n k ie” at t he Ci nema-
Con gathering, the actress 
ex pressed her desi re to 
delve into new experiences 
and explore different worlds. 
“The bigger the rollercoast-
er, the bigger the bungee 
jump, the longer the zipline, 
I’m your girl,” she shared 
enthusiastically. “This gave 
me an opportunity to be a 
part of a world I had never 
seen before.”

The film offered her pre-
cisely that, granting her the 
opportunit y to immerse 
herself in an unfamiliar 
realm and embrace a novel 
and enriching experience.

On Thursday, Lionsgate 
released the first trailer for 
the movie, showcasing a ter-
rifying addition to director 
Alexandre Aja’s impressive 
collection of survival thrill-
ers. Aja, who has direct-
ed films like “Crawl” and 
“Oxygen,” brings a unique 

style of horror that focuses 
on people trying to survive 
the terrifying situations they 
face.

In “Never Let Go,” Berry 
portrays a mother of twin 
boys. The family resides 
de ep i n t he wood s,  f a r 
removed from civilization. 
Berry’s character adamant-
ly believes that they must 
protect themselves from the 
malevolent spirits lurking 
around their cabin. How-
ever, one fateful day, one 
of the boys begins to ques-
tion the existence of these 
spirits and embarks on a 
quest to uncover the truth. 
His journey leads him to 
become lost in the woods, 
prompting his mother to 
de sper atel y at tempt to 
rescue him.

Berry’s character in the 
film leads her children into 
the woods, using a rope to 
ensure their safet y. This 
creates a n eer ie i mage, 
further emphasized by the 
occasional appearance of 
st range hands reaching 
out to grab the characters. 
Starring alongside Berr y 
are Anthony B. Jenkins and 
Percy Daggs IV, who portray 
her two sons, and Matthew 
Kevin Anderson and Steph-
anie Lavigne, who play “The 
Stranger” and “The Evil,” 
respectively.

I n a n i nter v ie w w it h 
E nter t a i n ment Week l y, 
Berry discussed her por-
trayal of the interactions 
between her family and cer-
tain individuals.

“There was no electrici-
ty, no lights, and my char-
acter was skinning squir-
rel s ,”  Ber r y e x pl a i ne d . 
“And they’re eating bugs 
and frogs, raw frogs, in the 
woods. It was a challenge, a 
little bit of method acting. 
I had to thoroughly skin 
a squirrel. These t hings 
w ildly challenged me to 
create some reality within 
this world that felt so for-
eign.”

For Berry, “Never Let Go” 
is a reunion with the studio 
that helped her make histo-
ry by being the first woman 
of color to win an Academy 
Award for Best Actress.

O v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e 
actress has expressed how 
the award hasn’t created 
opportunities for herself 
and other women of color, 
especially Black women. 
Observing Black women, 
who received nominations 
but failed to win, has been 
disheartening. Despite the 
addition of new names, the 
goal remains elusive.

Berry was happy to give 
the Oscar to Michelle Yeoh, 
who became the second 
woman of color to win Best 
Actress in the 95-year histo-
ry of the awards.

Ber r y,  w hose la st  big 
starr ing role was in her 
directorial debut “Bruised,” 
is happy to have anot h-
er opportunity to star in a 
big f ilm with children as 
co-stars.

“Never Let Go” premieres 
in theaters on Sept. 27.

Halle Berry returns to the big screen 
with ‘Never Let Go’ thriller

From left, Anthony B. Jenkins, Halle Berry and Percy Daggs IV in a scene from “Never Let 
Go.” — PHOTOS COURTESY LIONSGATE

Halle Berry in a scene from “Never Let Go.”


