a nocte temporis

“Tenor Reinoud Van Mechelen is one of those rare artists who defy categorization. […] The miracle is that each of his interpretations feels like a complete artistic achievement. He conducts with a natural ease that seems self-evident, and turns to the audience for his Evangelist narration with rare humanity.” 
(Le Figaro, July 2025)
“Thanks to an excellent team and sensitive direction, the first French opera written by a woman and premiered at the Royal Academy of Music in 1694 finally finds its definitive interpretation. The high-level vocal cast is supported by a first-rate continuo and a disciplined orchestra with generous sonorities, which Van Mechelen conducts with delicacy.” 
(Diapason, January 2024)
“Reinoud Van Mechelen impressively combines orchestral direction with the leading male role, navigating between tender effusion and heroic temperament. […] The continuo also stands out, full of contrast and vibrant energy, shaped by the instinct and expertise of the singer-conductor.” 
(Classique News, January 2024)
After many years as a soloist with renowned conductors such as William Christie, Philippe Herreweghe, Simon Rattle, René Jacobs and others, Reinoud Van Mechelen founded the ensemble a nocte temporis in 2016 together with flutist Anna Besson, in order to fully express their shared artistic vision through a historically informed approach. Driven by a common passion, Anna and Reinoud aim to uncover hidden gems of French and European Baroque music, with a special focus on the dialogue between voice and flute.
Since its founding, the ensemble has been invited to perform at prestigious concert halls and festivals across Europe (France, Germany, the Netherlands, the UK, Italy, Lithuania, Austria) and beyond (China, Canada).
Distributed by Outhere Music, a nocte temporis and its musicians are proud of their long-standing collaboration with the prestigious label Alpha Classics, which began with their very first recording. Their releases have received widespread acclaim, including a CHOC de l’Année (Classica), the Grand Prix International Charles Cros, seven Diapasons d’Or, four Diamants from Opéra Magazine, the Preis der deutschen Schallplattenkritik, the Caecilia Prize for Best Recording, and Best Classical Music Album 2022 from Gramophone Magazine.
The ensemble began its journey with chamber music and continues to explore this repertoire with outstanding musicians. Since 2018, a nocte temporis has expanded to present several programs for soloists and orchestra, with Reinoud both singing and conducting. Notable projects include a trilogy centered on the haute-contre voice: Dumesny, haute-contre de Lully (2018), Jéliote, haute-contre de Rameau (2020), and Legros, haute-contre de Gluck (2023). The orchestra regularly collaborates with renowned choirs such as Vox Luminis (Orphée aux enfers by Charpentier, Alpha Classics, 2020) and the Choeur de Chambre de Namurr (Te Deum by Charpentier, Requiem by Campra in 2022, Céphale & Procris by Élisabeth Jacquet de la Guerre, Château de Versailles Spectacles, 2024). Since 2023, a nocte temporis presents Bach’s St John Passion, with Reinoud as conductor and Evangelist.
Their latest releases, Mozart Concert Arias (Alpha Classics, 2025), Complete Flute Concertos by Mozart (Alpha Classics, 2025) and Pygmalion & Zémide (Château de Versailles & CMBV, 2025), were all awarded a Diapason d’Or. Recent projects also include the recording of Te Deum and Histoire de la Femme adultère by Clérambault with the Chamber Choir of Namur (Alpha Classics, 2025).
The ensemble is currently preparing the release of its next recording, the French Baroque opera Médée & Jason by Joseph Salomon, scheduled for late January 2026. This project will also mark the beginning of the celebrations for the 10th anniversary of a nocte temporis, to be celebrated in 2026 with a tour of Les Boréades by Jean-Philippe Rameau.
a nocte temporis is generously supported by Aline Foriel-Destezet.

Reinoud Van Mechelen
“This impression is reinforced by the perfection Reinoud Van Mechelen achieves as Jason, a haute-contre of phenomenal ease, exemplary projection, and impeccable style; the singer exhausts all superlatives.” 
(Diapason, Opéra Garnier, April 2024)
Graduated from the Royal Conservatory of Brussels (class of Dina Grossberger) in 2012, Reinoud Van Mechelen was awarded the prestigious Caecilia Prize for Young Musician of the Year in 2017 by the Belgian Union of Music Press. Now a prominent figure on the international scene, he first gained attention at the age of 20 during the European Baroque Academy of Ambronay in 2007, under the artistic direction of Hervé Niquet. He later joined Le Jardin des Voix, the academy of William Christie and Paul Agnew, in 2011, quickly becoming a regular soloist with Les Arts Florissants, with whom he has performed on the world’s most prestigious stages.
He is regularly invited by leading Baroque ensembles such as Collegium Vocale, Le Concert Spirituel, Le Concert d’Astrée, Les Talens Lyriques, Le Poème Harmonique, B’Rock, among others.
In 2014, he performed the role of the Evangelist in Bach’s St John Passion for the first time with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic. He reprised the role on tour with Les Arts Florissants under William Christie, at the Concertgebouw Amsterdam with the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, and under Philippe Herreweghe with Collegium Vocale Gent. In 2027, he will return to the role of Evangelist in Bach’s St Matthew Passion with the Freiburger Barockorchester under the baton of Simon Rattle.
Reinoud is regularly cast in leading roles at major opera houses such as the Opéra de Paris (Jason, Castor), Staatsoper Unter den Linden in Berlin (Hippolyte, Jason), Opéra Comique, La Monnaie/De Munt (Tamino), Théâtre des Champs-Élysées, Opera Vlaanderen (Ferrando), Opéra de Toulon (Nadir), Opéra de Bordeaux (Dardanus), Opéra de Zürich (Jason), and Theater an der Wien, among others.
Upcoming engagements include Castor in Castor et Pollux by Rameau at the Opéra de Genève in March 2026, and Idomeneo in Mozart’s opera at the Staatsoper Berlin in June 2027.

Anna Besson

A laureate of the Cziffra Foundation and a graduate of both the CNSMD in Paris and the HEM in Geneva, Anna Besson is a renowned artist celebrated for her mastery of both modern and historical flutes, as well as her ability to interpret repertoire with stylistic and technical authenticity—from the late 17th century to contemporary creations. Regularly invited to perform at the Opéra de Paris and in chamber music settings, she also pursues a flourishing career as a Baroque flutist, performing as a soloist, chamber musician, and orchestral player with prestigious ensembles such as Le Concert Spirituel, Les Arts Florissants, Insula Orchestra, Le Concert d’Astrée, La Chambre Philharmonique, and as a member of the quartet Nevermind.
As a founding member of the ensemble a nocte temporis (dir. Reinoud Van Mechelen), she seeks to transcend the repertoire for tenor and flute from the 18th and 19th centuries. Within the ensemble, she also plays a key role in shaping and guiding its chamber music projects, where her artistic vision and expertise are central.
Her discography as a soloist and chamber musician includes Mozart’s Flute Concertos (Alpha Classics, 2025, Diapason d’Or de l’année), a Corelli–Quentin recital (Alpha Classics, 2024), Telemann’s Paris Quartets with Nevermind (2017), Erbarme dich (2016) and The Dubhlinn Gardens (2018) with a nocte temporis, and a romantic flute recital with Olga Pashchenko featuring works by Beethoven, Kuhlau, and Doppler (2020), also on Alpha Classics.
Anna is professor of traverso at both the Royal Conservatory of Brussels and the Conservatorium van Amsterdam, and is regularly invited to give masterclasses and recitals in France and abroad.


