Exploring Life Through Creative Writing
Instructor: Susannah Simpson, Tuesdays 11:00am


Course Overview: This writing process is designed for any skill level and the exercises are tailored to encourage each participant to find their “voice,” access memories, and discover their own means of expression. Each session stands alone during which participants will be led through a series of thoughtful, focused writing exercises.

WEEK 1-Oct 13: Introduction: Everyone Has a Story!
Creative Process: Anyone can write. Yes, you can do this! Finding your authentic voice: How do we write our truth?
✦ In-class writing prompt

WEEK 2-Oct 20: Preservation of Our History & Personal Legacy
Why is it important? How do we unearth our treasures?
✦ In-class memoir prompt

WEEK 3-Oct 27: Gaining Perspective: Reading Between the Lines
How to show, not tell. What is the writer really saying?
✦ In-class memoir prompt

WEEK 4-Nov 3: What Makes Poetry, Poetry?
Poetry appreciation: Finding beauty in everyday life. Reading famous American poems: Walt Whitman, Wendell Berry, Mary Oliver
How to create our own poems: Simple tools and guidelines
✦ In-class poetic prompt

WEEK 5-Nov 10: Poetic Essence in Nature
Japanese art form: Reading Basho, Issa, and others
Haiku: Concentrated images, language
Creating the “aha” moment
✦ In-class prompt: writing our own nature haiku

WEEK 6-Nov 17: What Is Flash Fiction? Cigarette Fiction? Micro Fiction?
Read examples of Micro-fiction: Can a story be told in six words? Hemingway did!
Explore how to write a short, short story
✦ In-class short, short story writing prompt
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