[image: ]Yiddish Language, Culture, and History
Instructor: Avi Hoffman, Thursdays 12:00pm

Week 1-Oct 15: Welcome to Yiddish
Students are introduced to Yiddish as the vibrant language of Ashkenazi Jewish life—at once a language of family, humor, literature, theater, survival, and reinvention. Through greetings, simple conversational phrases, and familiar expressions such as *shalom aleichem*, *nu*, and *oy vey*, participants begin speaking immediately while discovering why Yiddish remains a living cultural legacy.

 Week 2-Oct 22: Meeting the Mishpokhe
This class explores the language of family, identity, and everyday relationships. Students learn useful words for relatives, introductions, and describing the people closest to them, while considering the central place of *mishpokhe* in Jewish life and storytelling. Songs, sayings, and personal recollections help make vocabulary memorable and connect language learning to lived experience.

Week 3-Oct 29: The Yiddish of Daily Life
Participants build practical vocabulary for home, food, routines, and the familiar situations of daily living. The class highlights the wonderfully expressive words that have entered American speech—such as *kvell*, *kvetch*, *nosher*, and *schlep*—while showing how their original Yiddish meanings carry emotional nuance, comedy, and cultural memory that English alone cannot always convey.

Week 4-Nov 5: Humor, Wisdom, and Expression
Yiddish is famous for its wit, warmth, irony, and ability to say a great deal in just a few words. Students learn colorful expressions, proverbs, and gentle insults, using them in short dialogues and playful exercises. Along the way, the class examines how Yiddish humor became a defining force in American entertainment, theater, film, and stand-up comedy.

Week 5-Nov 12: Yiddish on the Stage and Screen
This class introduces participants to Yiddish theater, music, and performance as essential carriers of Jewish history and imagination. Students encounter selected phrases, songs, characters, and stories from the great tradition of the Yiddish stage, discovering how performers and writers transformed immigrant experience, family drama, longing, laughter, and resilience into a rich popular culture.

Week 6-Nov 19: Carrying the Legacy Forward

The final class reviews key vocabulary and conversational skills while celebrating the larger journey of reclaiming a cultural inheritance. Participants use Yiddish in short exchanges, revisit favorite sayings and songs, and reflect on the language’s ongoing role in contemporary Jewish life. The session closes with the central idea that every word learned, spoken, sung, or shared helps keep this extraordinary **legacy** alive. 
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