The Middle East Riddle: A Study of the Middle East Peace Process 
and Israeli Arab Relations in Changing Times
Instructor: Dr. Luis Fleischman, Tuesdays 12:00pm
Course Description: This course examines the historical origins of the conflict, the legitimacy of the State of Israel, the Palestinian refugee issue, the role of Arab states, and competing historical narratives. It also analyzes the Oslo peace process, Israeli-Palestinian negotiations, the Abraham Accords, Iran's regional influence, and the prospects for peace and stability in the Middle East.

Week 1-Oct 13: The Legitimacy of the State of Israel
This session examines the historical, legal, and diplomatic foundations of the State of Israel, including Zionism, the Balfour Declaration, the League of Nations Mandate, and the UN Partition Plan. Students will explore competing perspectives on Israel's legitimacy and their relevance to contemporary debates.

Week 2-Oct 20: The 1948 War and the Palestinian Refugee Issue
This session examines the causes and consequences of the 1948 Arab-Israeli War, the origins of the Palestinian refugee problem, and the major historical interpretations of these events. Attention will be given to the debate over whether the events of 1948 can be characterized as "ethnic cleansing."

Week 3-Oct 27: The Arab States and the Conflict
This session examines the political, ideological, and strategic factors that led Arab states to become involved in the conflict, including the influence of Arab nationalism and Nasser's pan-Arabism. It also explores Israel's peace agreements with Egypt and Jordan, and Arab responses to the Oslo peace process.

Week 4-Nov 3: The Oslo Process: Why Did It Fail?
This session analyzes the major peace initiatives between Israelis and Palestinians, including Camp David, the Clinton Parameters, Israel's withdrawal from Gaza, and the proposals of Prime Minister Ehud Olmert. It examines the reasons these efforts failed and explores competing interpretations of the obstacles to achieving a lasting peace agreement.

Week 5-Nov 10: The Battle of Narratives: Anti-Zionism, Propaganda, and the Abraham Accords
This session examines the origins and evolution of Palestinian anti-Zionist narratives, their diffusion in Western societies, and their impact on public opinion, academia, media, and policymaking. Students will explore the role of political discourse, advocacy campaigns, and information warfare in shaping perceptions of the conflict. The class will also analyze changes in the Arab world, and their implications for regional politics and Arab-Israeli relations. 

Week 6-Nov 17: October 7 and the Future of the Conflict
This session examines the October 7 attack, the war that followed, and implications for the future of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Students will assess the strategic, political, and humanitarian consequences of the conflict and its impact on international diplomacy. The course will conclude with a discussion of the prospects for peace, the obstacles to reconciliation and the conditions under which a future peace agreement might become possible.
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