Messengers of Light and Dark: Angels and Demons in Jewish Life
Instructor: Peter Eckstein, Thursdays 11:00am

Week 1-Oct 15:  Wait—Jews believe in demons and angels?
· Where did these ideas come from, and how did ancient Mesopotamian spirits, biblical texts, and the evolving story of Lilith shape Jewish supernatural imagination?

Week 2-Oct 22: Angels: Messengers of Light
· Who are the angels, what exactly do they do, and most importantly, can they multitask?

Week 3-Oct 29: Demons: Messengers of Dark
· What is “The Other Side”, who or what are the demons who inhabit that space and how did they get there in the first place?

Week 4-Nov 5: Rabbis, Remedies, and Things Best Not Seen
· What did the Rabbis say about demons and golems? And if the Talmud tells us how to see a demon, should we?

Week 5-Nov 12: The Technology of Protection: Incantations, Amulets, and Magic Bowl-Oh My!
· From protective words and powerful numbers to amulets, incantation bowls, and the occasional magic skull, how did Jews seek safety from illness, danger, and unwelcome spiritual visitors?

Week 6-Nov 19: Mysticism, Possession, and Exorcism
· Kabbalah, Dybbuks and the Jewish art of persuading an unwanted guest to leave—preferably before dessert.
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