Jewish Genealogy: Researching Your Heritage
Presented by Jewish Genealogical Society of Palm Beach County
Thursdays, 10:00am

Week 1-Oct 15: For the novice family historian, this workshop will enable attendees to learn the tools needed to develop a strong start in your genealogy research. Included will be utilization of home sources, as well as the collection of oral histories. Strategies for building a pedigree chart, developing research goals, understanding evidence, and organizing data will be presented. There will be an emphasis on developing quality research methodology that adheres to genealogical standards.  

Week 2-Oct 22: Census records are the focus of this presentation. The important basic information offered and their value as evidence will be presented. The way they can lead to more knowledge, including social history information, will be discussed. Census records provide the first step in gathering information for research in other countries. Therefore, this session will also include the impact of name changes as well as the changing borders of Eastern Europe to help discover potential heritage locations. 
 
Week 3-Oct 27: Exploration of records will begin in this presentation. There will be an emphasis on using city directories and vital records, the foundation documents for building a family history.  Internet and repository research will be covered. Effective cemetery research, as well as the unique aspects and translation of Jewish gravestones, will also be presented. 

Week 4-Nov 5: DNA for Beginners. It’s what makes each of us unique. So, what is DNA?  How can you use it?  And what can it tell you about your family, your ancestors, and yourself?  We’ll show you how you can use it in family history and how to use it to find relatives you didn’t know exist.

Week 5-Nov 12: Strategies for finding naturalization and passenger manifest records will be explored as well as understanding their content. Other unique aspects of Jewish genealogy will be presented, such as managing foreign languages, using online research tools, learning naming patterns, and understanding the impact of historical events. 
 
 Week 6-Nov 19: This class is a friendly, no-experience-needed introduction to using AI tools for family history—you'll learn what these tools are, how they work in plain terms, and see how they work on real life examples like transcribing records and translating foreign-language documents. You'll also learn how to use AI safely and smartly, since it can make mistakes.
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