The Holocaust Through Multiple Lenses
Instructor: Maureen Holtzer, Tuesdays 10:00am
Course objective:
The goal of this course is to examine “the longest hatred”, the Holocaust. The classes will explore topics not generally examined in great detail. Topics will include: an investigation into the preliminary question of how it was humanly possible to commit such heinous crimes, why the Jews, complicity and compliance, the power of propaganda, bystanders and upstanders, women in the holocaust, resistance and partisans, the holocaust in eastern Europe (holocaust by bullets).
Outcome:
Extreme events teach us simple life lessons. Extreme unchecked prejudice breeds virulent results. Deadly ideology allows for deadly deeds, and the dehumanization of others leads to mass murder. 
Sadly, learning from history alone will not prevent or cure evil. However, understanding the potential outcome of unchecked hatred and prejudice will help to lead to a greater understanding of the moral and ethical dilemmas involved and help to create more civil societies for the future.
Week 1-Oct 13: How was it possible? Why the Jews?

Week 2-Oct 20: The power of propaganda. 
How did Hitler convince an entire population to destroy their fellow citizens?

Week 3-Oct 27: Women in the Holocaust. 
What was their role in daily life, maintaining the family and traditions and resistance?

Week 4-Nov 3: Resistance and Partisans: 
Who were they, how did they succeed under impossible circumstances. Who are some of the unknown heroes.

Week 5-Nov 10: Bystanders and upstanders, complicity and compliance. 
Why and how did fellow citizens allow their neighbors, friends and often families be led to their death?

Week 6-Nov 17: Wrap Up
Why is the history of the holocaust important today.? How do the lessons of the holocaust challenge our collective sense of moral and ethical responsibility?  What are the dilemmas that we face today? How can we do better?
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