African American and Jewish Stories Through Art and Culture
Instructor: Brian Knowles, Thursdays 10:00am

Week 1-Oct 15: Shared Struggles, Shared Hopes: African American and Jewish Connections
Explore the historical relationships, cultural exchanges, alliances, and challenges that have shaped African American and Jewish experiences in America.

Week 2-Oct 22: Strange Fruit, Bitter Memories: Art, Music, and Racial Violence
Examine how artists and musicians have confronted racism, antisemitism, violence, grief, and collective memory through creative expression.

Week 3-Oct 29: Rhythms of Resilience: The African American and Jewish Roots of American Music
Discover how African American and Jewish musicians and entrepreneurs shaped jazz, blues, popular music, and American culture.

Week 4-Nov 5: Remembering Emmett Till: History, Horror, and The Twilight Zone
Investigate how history, television, and speculative storytelling can expose injustice and challenge prejudice.

Week 5-Nov 12: Heroes, Outsiders, and Other Worlds: Black and Jewish Imagination in Comics
Explore how Black and Jewish writers and artists have used superheroes, comics, and storytelling to examine identity, oppression, courage, belonging, and social change.

Week 6-Nov 19: Stories That Connect Us: Reflection and Creative Expression
Participants will reflect on the series’ central themes and create a final response through writing, visual art, music, dialogue, or storytelling.
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