
Free Itinerary Guide

Your 2-Day Redwood 
Weekend. Done for You.
Planning a trip to Northern California’s redwood forests can 
feel overwhelming. With so many parks, trails, and coastal 
stops to choose from, it can be hard to decide what to do..



This simple 2-day itinerary takes the guesswork out of it, 
giving you a balanced weekend of scenic drives, short hikes, 
and time to slow down and take in some of the most iconic 
redwood landscapes.



Whether it’s your first visit or a quick weekend escape, this 
guide helps you make the most of your time.


Region

Mendocino 

Coast

Pace

Relaxed, 

not rushed

Best for

All experience 

levels

Best time

Year-round 

(spring–fall ideal)



Sample Itinerary
Day 1: Welcome to the Redwoods

Morning

Drive Highway 1 North



The route from San Francisco to the Mendocino 
Coast takes about 3.5 hours with stops. Pull over 
when you feel like it. The viewpoints along Highway 1 
earn their reputation.

Midday

Lunch in the Town of Mendocino



The village sits on a headland above the Pacific. Grab 
lunch, walk the coastal bluffs for twenty minutes, and 
get back on the road before the afternoon crowd arrives.

Early Afternoon

Fort Bragg + RFF Welcome Center



Stop by the RFF Welcome Center to get oriented before 
heading into the forest: 50,000 acres of coast redwood 
under active conservation, with current trail conditions and 
restoration context. Then cross the street for a scoop 
at Cowlick's Ice Cream before the afternoon hike.

Late Afternoon

First Redwood Experience:

Russian Gulch State Park



Short, accessible trails through second-growth and old-
growth redwood forest. A good introduction to the 
canopy before Day 2 takes you deeper. The light through 
the trees in late afternoon is worth scheduling around.

Day 2: Deeper Redwood Immersion

Early Morning

Montgomery Woods 
State Natural Reserve



One of the tallest old-growth 
redwood groves in the region, and 
one of the least visited. Go before 
9 AM and you will likely have the 
trail to yourself. The trees here 
have been standing since before 
the California missions were built.

Midday

Picnic Lunch: Pick Up in 
Mendocino



Stop at Harvest Market at 
Mendosa's on the way inland. 
Sandwiches, local produce, good 
coffee. Eat at a scenic pull-off on 
the drive or along the trail. No need 
to plan it more carefully than this.

Late Afternoon

Scenic Return South, Then 
Head Home



Take your time on the drive back. Stop 
at a beach or viewpoint if something 
catches you. Highway 1 south in the 
afternoon light looks different than it 
did coming north. Begin the return 
drive feeling like you actually rested. 
That is the point.

stop by OUR welcome center

247 N Main St Ste C, Fort Bragg, CA 95437



Before You Go
PRO TIPS Start both days early. 



Trails are quieter before 9 AM and 
the light is better in the groves.

Dress in layers.



Coastal weather shifts during 
the day and the forest runs 10 
degrees cooler.

Wear shoes with grip.



Redwood trails are often rooted, 
damp, and uneven year-round.

Cell service drops past 
Fort Bragg. 



Download offline maps before 
you leave home.

Where to Stay

Where to EAT

Best for a full reset

Heritage House Resort & Spa



Oceanfront cottages above a private cove. 
Quiet and removed from the road. Worth 
the price if the reset is the point of the trip.

Best value, central location

Harbor Lite Lodge



Well-located in Fort Bragg, comfortable, 
close to the harbor. A solid base for 
both days.

Noyo Harbor Inn 
Restaurant & Tavern



Elevated coastal dining 
above the harbor. Good for 
the first-night dinner after 
a long drive north.

Princess Seafood 
Restaurant



Order at the counter. 
Fresh, local, no fuss. One 
of the more reliable 
seafood spots in the area.

Cowlick's Ice Cream



Small-batch, homemade. 
Across from the RFF 
Welcome Center.

A short-list item on any 
Fort Bragg stop.

Guided ATV Tour Inside REDWOOD Forest

RFF offers guided ATV tours through active restoration zones and 
working forest areas not accessible on foot. You're riding through 
50,000 acres most people never see. Wildlife camera stations, 
ancient trees, deer, black bears, wild mushrooms in season.

stop by OUR welcome center

247 N Main St Ste C, Fort Bragg, CA 95437
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