® E-BOOK

CONTINUOUS THREAT EXPOSURE MANAGEMENT

Attackers Don’t Need
Signatures.

Neither Should Your
Defense.

How signatureless detection closes the most dangerous gap in
enterprise vulnerability management, and why CISOs are rethinking
their approach to exposure.

24-72h 60%+ 100K+

Avg delay between disclosure Exploitable conditions without CVEs in backlog awaiting
and signature availability scanner signatures at any classification and integration
time
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THE PROBLEM

The Hidden Limitation Costing You
Sleep

Every CISO faces the same unanswered question after a
board meeting: are we actually covered?

The uncomfortable truth is that most vulnerability management programs have a fundamental
blind spot. Most vulnerability management tools rely on signature-based detection. If a threat has

no plugin, QID, or CVE signature in the scanner’s database, it passes undetected.

The vulnerability could be actively exploitable in your environment right now, and your scanner
would report a clean bill of health. This isn't a flaw in any one product — it's an architectural

constraint of traditional scanning. And attackers know it.

The result is a dangerous gap between what your organization believes is covered and what is
actually exposed. Security teams make risk decisions on incomplete data, and adversaries
capitalize on it.

The core issue: scanner coverage does not equal security coverage. A clean scan result
can create a false sense of security more dangerous than having no scan at all.
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HOW ATTACKERS OPERATE

The Breach Zone: Where Attackers
Operate

Adversaries don't wait for scanner vendors to publish signatures. They exploit the gap between
disclosure and signature availability — a window stretching from days to months. That gap is the
breach zone, where the most sophisticated attacks succeed.

e

DAY 0 DAYS 1-7 DAYS 7-14+
Vulnerability Disclosed Attackers Weaponize Signature Lag
A vendor advisory or exploit-in-the- Threat actors reverse-engineer Scanner vendors research, develop,
wild report surfaces. No CVE assigned.  patches and develop exploits. Your and test detection signatures. Your
No scanner plugin. Your organization is scanner still shows a clean traditional tools cannot see the risk.
exposed but blind. environment.

Critical insight: most successful breaches don’t exploit exotic zero-days. They exploit known
software during the window before scanner signatures catch up.

The real question isn’t “have we
scanned everything?”
It’s “Are we exposed to threats
our scanners can’t see yet?”
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THE SHIFT

The fundamental shift isn’t about better
signatures — it’s about asking a different
question

TRADITIONAL VM ASKS HIVE PRO ASKS
“Do we recoghnize this “Are we exposed toa
vulnerability?” real exploit path?”

When your scanner reports 10,000 vulnerabilities, it's telling you about threats it can see, and is silent
about threats it can't. Hive Pro starts from a different premise: “What'’s running in our environment,
and is any of it under active threat?” This exposure-first model changes how security leaders
understand and communicate risk.

SIGNATURE-FIRST (TRADITIONAL) EXPOSURE-FIRST (HIVE PRO)

Scans against a library of known patterns. If the Correlates real-time threat intelligence, exploit
pattern exists, detection occurs. If not, the advisories, and your actual software inventory
vulnerability is invisible. Coverage is limited by to determine exposure, regardless of whether
what the vendor has cataloged. a scanner signature exists.

Why this matters for your board: the exposure-first model means you can answer “are we at risk

from today’s advisory?” within minutes, not days.
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HOW IT WORKS

Transforming Data into Actionable Risk
Insights

Hive Pro doesn’t abandon signatures — it transcends them. The dual-engine model combines

traditional scanning reliability with anintelligent signatureless correlation engine that maintains full

coverage for known CVEs, and operates through continuous four-step correlation for everything else.

> S @
Software Discovery Version Analysis Threat Intelligence Exposure Flagging
Identifies what’s running Maps exact installed versions  Monitors real-time advisories, Correlates vulnerable
across your environment. via CPE and non-CPE exploit databases, and software with known exploit
correlation. attacker behavior. activity — with or without a
signature.

The result: no theoretical noise, no alert fatigue. Every flagged exposure represents a
real, actionable risk — a genuine intersection of threat capability and your attack
surface.

©2026 Hive Pro, Inc. All rights reserved.
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REAL-WORLD SCENARIO

The 14-Day Gap That Defines Your Risk

The difference between signature-first and exposure-first detection isn't theoretical. Here’s

what happens when a new threat emerges.

No Scanner Plugin Remote Code Execution Security Advisory No CVE Assigned

® TRADITIONAL SCANNER

Zero detection. No plugin exists, so the scanner reports nothing. The CISO receives no alert. This

holds until Day 14 or later — two weeks fully exposed, but completely blind.

@  HIVE PRO RESPONSE

Immediate detection at Day O. Hive Pro correlates the advisory with your software inventory, flags the

exposure, and alerts your team within minutes — remediation can begin immediately.

Board-level takeaway: a 14-day head start on remediation can be the difference between a

contained risk and a headline-making breach.
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COMPARISON

Detection Capability Comparison

Signatureless Detection E-Book

Where traditional vulnerability management ends and exposure-first detection begins.

CAPABILITY

Detection Method

Requires CVE

Advisory-Only Threats

Pre-CVE / Delayed CVEs

Zero-Day Awareness

Software Inventory

CPE Dependency

Exploit-Centric View

Risk Question

Attack Alignment

TRADITIONAL

Measures scanner coverage — what the tool can
detect based on its signature library. Valuable, but
inherently incomplete.

©2026 Hive Pro, Inc. All rights reserved.

TRADITIONAL VM

Signature-based only

Yes, mandatory

Partial / scanner-dependent

Strong, required

Limited

“Known vulnerability?”

Medium

HIVE PRO

HIVE PRO PLATFORM

Signature + Signatureless

No, optional

Detected via correlation

Identified via exploit mapping

Based on exploit intelligence

Deep, continuous inventory

CPE + non-CPE correlation

Exploit -» Software - Asset

‘Are we exposed?”

High

Measures actual exposure — what attackers can
exploit. Comprehensive, not limited by vendor

timelines.
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INTEGRATION

Complement, Don’t Replace

Hive Pro isn't asking you to rip and replace. When your scanner can't see the risk, that’s where

Hive Pro operates — like adding radar to a ship that already has sonar: both detect threatsin
different dimensions.

Alongside Tenable Alongside Qualys

Tenable provides strong signature coverage but Qualys has a broad QID database, but QIDs are
can only detect what plugins exist for. Hive Pro still signatures. Hive Pro detects vulnerable
identifies exposure even when Tenable plugins software exposure using advisories and exploit
don’t exist, using exploit intelligence and mapping during the critical window before Qualys
software presence analysis. catches up.

KEEP EXISTING ADD LAYER RESULT

Tenable & Qualys Hive Pro

Unified Visibility

Advisory & exploit-based

ignature- tecti -
Signature-based detection detection

One platform, both engines

The value proposition: Hive Pro delivers additive intelligence, not displacement —a
unified view of vulnerability data, both signature-detected and exposure-identified, in
one platform.
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BUSINESS VALUE
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What Security Leaders Gain

Signatureless detection is a strategic advantage that transforms how you manage risk,

communicate to the board, and respond to emerging threats.

SIGNATURE-
DETECTED

EXPOSURE-
IDENTIFIED

Known patterns,
cataloged
vulnerabilities

Actionable, high-priority vulnerabilities

@  Reduced Risk Exposure

Close the vulnerability window between disclosure and
signature availability. Shift from reactive patching to
proactive security.

Q  Reduced Blind Spots

Visibility beyond scanner limitations. See threats your
current tools are architecturally incapable of detecting.

47 Attacker-Aligned Risk View

Every exposure validated against active exploit
intelligence, so your team prioritizes what adversaries
actually target.

©2026 Hive Pro, Inc. All rights reserved.

Vulnerable software,
active threats

Every alert Hive Pro surfaces sits at the
intersection of a known exploit or advisory and
confirmed software presence in your environment
— not one signal alone.

£5 Operational Efficiency

Consolidated view of signature-detected and exposure-
identified vulnerabilities. Reduced alert fatigue — every
alert tied to real exploitability.

(O  Earlier Detection

|dentify risks the moment advisories are published, not
days later when signatures arrive.

v Real Assurance

When Hive Pro reports clear, it means clear — not just that
your scanner’s library came up empty.
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OBJECTIONS, ANSWERED

Questions Every Security Leader Should Ask

“Are these just theoretical vulnerabilities?”

No. Exposure is flagged only when two conditions are met: a known exploit or advisory has been published, and the
vulnerable software is confirmed present in your environment.

“How do we know detectionis reliable without a CVE?”

Hive Pro correlates verified threat intelligence, vendor advisories, exploit databases, and active threat feeds with
your actual software inventory. If the vulnerable version exists and the threat is confirmed, the exposure is real.

“Will this create another security silo?”

The opposite. Hive Pro integrates with existing scanners and provides a unified visibility layer — signature-detected
and exposure-identified risks appear in a single pane of glass.

“What’s the business case for our board?”

Your current tools have an architectural blind spot that attackers routinely exploit. Hive Pro closes it. ROl is
measured in reduced breach risk, faster threat response, and higher confidence in your reported security posture.

VENDOR ADVISORY RESPONSE TIME

Hive Pro . Minutes

Traditional Longer

The critical question: if a major vendor advisory drops tomorrow with no CVE and no

scanner plugin, how long until your team knows you're exposed? If the answer is longer

than minutes, there’s a gap Hive Pro can close.
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TAKE THE NEXT STEP

Attackers Don’t Need
Signatures.
Neither Should Your Defense.

Hive Pro closes the critical gap between vulnerability disclosure and scanner
signature availability, giving your security team the earliest possible
detection of real-world threats.

0% 100% 24/7

Signatures required for real-world Exploit coverage, even when Continuous threat intelligence
exposure detection vendor signatures lag

Request a Technical Walkthrough
Get Started -
Or visit us to learn more: www.hivepro.com
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