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Incident Overview

Threat Type: Advanced PowerShell backdoor with Command & Control (C2) communication
Time to Containment: 23 Minutes

Attack Characteristics: The attack leveraged sophisticated evasion techniques including disabled certificate validation, server-sent
event streams for persistent command reception, and randomized sleep intervals to bypass traditional detection methods. Without rapid
intervention, the threat posed significant risk of lateral movement and data exfiltration.

Alert Prioritization & Response Speed

Initial Detection: Endpoint detection tool flagged suspicious PowerShell activity

Escalation: SOC analysts immediately triaged the alert and elevated priority to critical based on behavioral analysis revealing active C2
communication and evasive techniques indicative of advanced persistent threat activity.

Response Timeline: Upon escalation to critical status, the SOC executed containment within 23 minutes, preventing what could have
resulted in a significant breach.

Depth of Investigation

The SOC performed a detailed analysis that traced the attack from its origin through a full device timeline reconstruction. By validating
communication patterns and assessing the impact across the host level, the team was able to develop new threat indicators to
strengthen long-term prevention and monitoring.
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Coordinated Cross-Platform Response

When an alert originated from the endpoint detection platform, the SOC immediately diagnosed the threat. This launched a
coordinated response where analysts worked across security layers to isolate the endpoint and sever malicious communications
while simultaneously blocking threat indicators at the network level. To ensure the environment remained secure, the team maintained
continuous monitoring across email and identity systems and established new preventative controls to block similar attempts in the
future.

Outcome

The coordinated response successfully severed all C2 communication channels and prevented the threat from moving laterally to other
systems. By eliminating the risk of data exfiltration and establishing proactive defenses, the team ensured that no further malicious
activity was observed following containment.
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