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Nomad by birth

I grew up in hotels. 

Became a journalist, covering high 

growth entrpreneurship.

Always fascinated by the relationship 

between location and opportunity. 



San Francisco

Moved to Silicon Valley

● Magic of the moment

● Building TechCrunch and 

Pando

● Opportunity x Ecosystem x 

Execution



Las Vegas 

● My first time being part of a 

desert community. . .

● Zappos vs Downtown Project

● Which brings me to…



Palm Springs

Coachella Valley!

- Huge opportunity

- Community demand 

- City support

- Execution (the hard part!)



(lyle story. . . how we almost quit) 



What We’ve 
Learned

Opened second store in SF

Used Palm Springs as benchmark

(Our model can’t work everywhere, 

just as not every business belongs 

here.)



www.bestbookstore.com


