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Youth-focused climate
programme launched in
Kilimanjaro

From HECKTON
CHUWA in
Kilimanjaro

A NETHERLANDS-
based non-governmental
organisation, Green Man-
jaro, in collaboration with
the Jane Goodall Insti-
tute (JGI) and its Roots
& Shoots programme in
Kilimanjero Region, has
launched an environmen-
tal initiative targeting
students and youth to pro-
mote long-term climate
change mitigation efforts.

The programme,
known as Kili Kids Cli-
mate Days (KCDs), aims
to equip young people
with knowledge and prac-

tical skills to address cli- -

mate change and environ-
mental conservation.
Speaking during the
launch, Green Manjaro
Chairperson,  Marjolein

Pragning, said the initia-

tive seeks to empower
the younger generation by
raising awareness on cli-
mate change impacts and

the importance of protect- -

ing the environment.

“At the heart of cli-
mate change challenges
lies a clear mission to am-
plify young voices and in-
spire collective action for
a sustainable future. This
is why we are launch-
ing this programme,” she
said.

She explained that
under  the theme “The
Future is in Our Hands,”
participating students
will receive extracurricu-
lar leaming materials de-
signed to provide practi-
cal knowledge on climate
change and ecological re-
sponsibility.

Praaning added that
the programme is intended
to deepen students’ under-
standing of environmen-
tal issues and encourage
them to actively promote

climate action within their
communities.
“Historically,  envi-

ronmental  conservation
efforts have largely been
driven by organisations
rather than young people
at the community level.
This programme seeks to
change that by empow-
ering students as future
Jeaders in climate action,”

she said.
Kili Kids Climate

Days Coordinator, Dis-
mas Mlaki, said the initia-
tive launched at Mtakuja
B Secondary School in
Moshi is currently being
implemented as a pilot
project.

“Our long-term plan is
to expand the programme
to more schools so that
climate and environmen-
tal education can reach a
wider group of young peo-
ple for the benefit of the
country's future,” he said.

Mlaki noted that dur-
ing the launch, students
participated in practical
learning  sessions, in-
cluding tree planting and
conservation techniques
under a segment dubbed
“The Secret of Trees.”

He added that students
were also introduced to re-
cycling concepts through
the “Plastic Fantastic”
module, which teaches
waste management and
recycling practices using
simple technologies.

In addition,” - partici-
pants leamed about the

impact of climate change -

on wildlife through a
module known as “Wild-
life Footprints.”

“Wildlife plays a cru-
cial role in the national
economy through tour-
ism. It is important for the
younger generation to un-
derstand this so they can
continue protecting these
resources in the future,”
he said.

The launch also fea-
tured interactive activi-
ties and a screening of the
environmental film “Cha-
meleon Corridor,” which
highlights how communi-
ties in Tanzania’s Eastern
Arc Mountains are work-
ing to restore biodiversity
while adapting to climate
change.

The film was intro-
duced through a part-
nership between Green
Manjaro Foundation,
JGI's Roots & Shoots pro-
gramme and the Affican
Schools of Storytelling
(AFRISO).

Narrated through the
perspective of a chame-
leon, the short film illus-
trates how both communi-
ties and wildlife adapt to
environmental challenges,
reinforcing the impor-
tance of conservation for
future generations.

“

B 1113% EUIU PLUULR UUIL S
m;rk a sigmificant mile- local  employment, and
stone in Tanzania’s mining broader economic participa- 230

[—

ek 3
e

By DAILY NEWS
Reporter

SENIOR government of-
ficials, environmental ex-
perts, and regional stake-
holders have renewed calls
for the establishment of a
comprehensive - Environ-
mental Experts Act in Tan-
zania.

They argue that the
country urgently needs a
statutory  body dedicated
to the registration, regula-
tion, and continuous profes-
sional development of en-
vironmental practitioners,
distinct from the current
framework under the Na-

tional Environment Man-

agement Council (NEMC).

Speaking at a Tanza-
nia environmental experts’
gathering held in Dar es
Salaam recently, the Dep-
uty Minister in the Vice-
President’s Office (Union
and Environment), Reuben
Kwagilwa, said that envi-
ronmental professionals are
central to Tanzania’s long-
term development ambi-
tions.

He represented the Min-
ister responsible for Eavi-

ronment under the Vice-
President’s Office Engineer
Hamad Masauni. He said
environmental experts con-
stitute what he described as
the “critical enforcement
corps” of the country’s Vi-
sion 2050.

He noted that while the
country’s economic and
social development pillars
rely on engineers, econo-
mists, and social service
professionals, . the envi-
ronmental pillar depends
largely on cross-cutting
specialists tasked with safe-
guarding  sustainability,
ensuring compliance, and
strengthening climate resil-
ience.

The  deputy minister
wamed that the increasing
complexity of development
projects requires 3 morc
structured  environmental
governance system.

Experts at the meel-
ing observed that Tanzamsa
currently relies heavily 08
the regulatory oversight 9f
NEMC. While effective 10
enforcement, the council 15
not structurally designed ©©
function as a professiof
licensing and ~continuo%

dc‘\"dgpmenl body. This in-  East Africa, where one bod
stitional gap, they noted, handles regulation and er
has! contributed to incon- forcement (such as NEMC
sisténcies in professional while another independe
standards and limited career  statutory authority 1s mi
progression for environ-, dated to register eavir

mental experts. mental professionals,
Founding Trustee credit training program
of Umoja Conservation enforce ethical stant
Trust (UCT) Bryan Toshi and provide continuot
Bwana highlighted what fessional developmer
he described as a persis- Such a framew
tent “skills leakage crisis” said, would ensure,
across Africa. Citing re- vironmental exper
gional and international la- fectively deploye
bour assessments, he said sectors including
that desktop bascline stud- tourism, . energy
ies indicate that up to 67 ture, and inf
per cent of donor-funded while also bein
environmental consultancy ously upgradeo
work in Africaisundertaken ~ evolving global
by foreign firms, leading to  climate change
an estimated annual outflow green construct
of 300 million US dollars in  diversity conse
consultancy revenues. Chairpersor
He added that although zania Environ
Tanzania has served as a perts Associati
regional training hub for Emmanucl Hami
environmental profession- the proposed Er
als since independence, it Experts Act wo
continues to lose skilled a national regu
8raduates to neighbouring fied practitior
countries and international professional
Markets. regulate conduc
Mr Bwana argued for tutionalise maf
2 dual-jnstjtution model in  tinuous leamning
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A NETHERLANDS.
bnsed. n0n-governmental
Organisation, Green Man-
Jaro, in collaboration with
the Jane Goodall Insti-
fute (JGI) and its Roots
& Shoots programme in
Kilimanjaro Region, has
launched an environmen-
tal initiative targeting
students and youth to pro-
mote long-term climate
change mitigation efforts.
The programme,
known as Kili Kids Cli-
mate Days (KCDs), aims
to equip young people
with knowledge and prac-

tical skills to address cli- -

mate change and environ-
mental conservation.
Speaking during the
launch, Green Manjaro
* Chairperson, Marjolein
Praaning, said the initia-
tive seeks to empower
the younger generation by

raising awareness on cli-

mate change impacts and
the importance of protect-
ing the environment.

“At the heart of cli-
mate change challenges
lies a clear mission to am-
plify young voices and in-
spire collective action for
a sustainable future. This
is why we are launch-
ing this programme,” she
said.

She explained that
under the theme “The
Future is in Our Hands,”
participating  students
will receive extracurricu-
lar learning materials de-
signed to provide practi-
cal knowledge on climate
change and ecological re-
sponsibility.

Praaning added that
the programme is intended
to deepen students’ under-
standing of environmen-
tal issues and encourage
them to actively promote
climate action within their
communities.

“Historically, envi-
ronmental  conservation
efforts have largely been
driven by organisations
rather than young people
at _the community level.
This programme seeks {o
ch.ange that by empow-
ering students as- future
leaders in climate action,”
she said.

Kili Kids  Climate

anjaro

Days Coordinator, Dis-
mas Mlaki, said the initia-
live launched at Mtakuja
B Secondary School in
Moshi is currently being
implemented as a pilo!
project. ;

“Our long-term plan 1S
to expand the programme
to more schools so that
climate and environmen-
tal education can reach a
wider group of young peo-
ple for the benefit of the
country's future,” he said.

MIaki noted that dur-
ing the launch, students
participated  in practical
learning  sessions,  in-
cluding tree planting and
conservation techniques
under a segment dubbed
“The Secret of Trees.”

He added that students
were also infroduced to re-
cycling concepts through
the “Plastic Fantastic”
module, which teaches
waste management and

‘recycling practices using

simple technologies.
., In addition;” partici-
‘pants leamed about the |

impact of climate change

on wildlife through a
module known as “Wild-
life Footprints.”

“Wildlife plays a cru-
cial role in the national
economy through tour-
ism. It is important for the
younger generation to un-
derstand this so they can
continue protecting these
resources in the future,”
he said.

The launch also fea-
tured interactive - activi-
ties and a screening of the
environmental film “Cha-
meleon Corridor,” which
highlights how communi-
ties in Tanzania’s Eastern
Arc Mountains are work-
ing to restore biodiversity
while adapting to climate
change.

The film was intro-
duced through a part-
nership between Green
Manjaro  Foundation,
JGI's Roots & Shoots pro-
gramme and the African
Schools of Storytelling
(AFRISO).

Narrated through the
perspective of a chame:
leon, the short film illus-
trates how both communi-
ties and wildlife adapt to
environmental challenges,
reinforcing the impor-
tance of conservation for
future generations.
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