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TRIBUNAL BY-LAW OFFENCES

CONTACT
These offences typically require direct contact caused by the Reported Person to the 
Affected Person, resulting from reckless, careless, or deliberate actions. However, no 
contact is required when the actions of the Reported Person are attempted.

Attempt to Elbow The Reported Person attempted to cause direct contact in the manner specified below 
(see Elbowing).

Attempt to Kick The Reported Person attempted to cause direct contact in the manner specified below 
(see Kicking).

Attempt to Strike The Reported Person attempted to cause direct contact in the manner specified below 
(see Striking).

Attempt to Trip The Reported Person attempted to cause direct contact in the manner specified below 
(see Tripping).

Elbowing
The Reported Person caused direct contact with their elbow to the Affected Person. 
Typically, this may be a swinging or leading motion with the elbow, which may be 
considered excessive.

Kicking The Reported Person caused direct contact with their leg or foot to the Affected Person. 
Typically, this may be a premeditated action, which may be considered unsporting.

Striking
The Reported Person caused direct contact with their arms or hands to the Affected 
Person. Typically, this may be a punch, slap, or an open-handed motion which may be 
considered unsporting.

Tripping
The Reported Person caused direct contact to the leg or foot of the Affected Person. 
Typically, this may be an extension of a limb or any other action which may be considered 
to cause the Affected Person to lose balance, stumble, or fall.

Spitting
The Reported Person caused or attempted to cause direct contact with saliva or other fluid 
in or from the body to the Affected Person. Typically, this may be a behaviour following 
other conduct in an unsporting confrontation.

Fighting
The Reported Person caused direct contact to the Affected Person whilst participating in a 
fighting situation. Typically, this may be any grappling, pushing, or other restrictive 
motions, which may be considered excessive or unsporting.

Tunnelling

The Reported Person caused direct contact to the foot, legs, or hips of an airborne and 
vulnerable Affected Person. Typically, this may be a premeditated action, which causes the 
Affected Person to tip forwards, backwards, or sideways, and prevents them from landing 
in a safe manner.

Assault
The Reported Person caused direct contact to the Affected Person, generally, or with an 
object. Typically, this may be any conduct that does not categorically satisfy the definition 
of any offence listed above, or throwing objects at the Affected Person.

Endanger With 
Blood

The Reported Person caused or attempted to cause direct contact with blood to the 
Affected Person. Typically, this may involve the Reported Person's own blood or another's, 
transferred skin-to-skin, or on an object such as their uniforms or a basketball.

Avoidable Contact 
with Official

The Reported Person caused direct contact to the Affected Person, who is acting in the 
capacity as an Official. Typically, this may involve contact that is unreasonable, and not 
accidental or incidental.
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TRIBUNAL BY-LAW OFFENCES

NON-CONTACT

These offences typically require verbal or non-verbal communication by the 
Reported Person to the Affected Person. However, there is no requirement that the 
conduct is received negatively by the Affected Person when the actions of the 
Reported Person are unsporting.

Disputing 
Decisions

The Reported Person made known their objections of an Official's decision or order 
beyond what is reasonable. Typically, this may involve behaviour punishable beyond the 
powers of the referees.

Offensive 
Language

The Reported Person used language inappropriate for the circumstances and/or in an 
inappropriate manner. Typically, this may include swearing, insults, accusations of bias, 
or other anti-social language.

Obscene Gesture The Reported Person made hand signals or other motions to mimic an inappropriate act. 
Typically, this may include rude, lewd, offensive, or suggestive actions.

Threatening or 
Putting in Fear

The Reported Person behaved in a manner that causes or is likely to cause another to 
feel unsafe. Typically, this may include verbal or non-verbal threats or conduct or 
attempts to intimidate.

OTHER
These offences typically require behaviour that is unsporting, generally. There is no 
requirement that the conduct directly or indirectly affects another person, but 
otherwise interferes with or is detrimental to the image of basketball.

Cause Damage or 
Injury

The Reported Person is directly responsible for damage to facilities or equipment, or 
injury to the Affected Person. Typically, this is a result of actions considered unsporting 
and not in the course of general play.

Unsportsmanlike 
Behaviour

The Reported Person behaved in an unsporting manner, generally. Typically, this may 
involve showing dissent or poor conduct beyond what is reasonably acceptable.

Gross Breach of 
Code

The Reported Person explicitly breached the relevant Code of Conduct in a manner that 
is without basketball justification. Typically, this is relevant when other offences are 
alleged.

Bring Basketball 
into Disrepute

The Reported Person behaved in a manner that attracts negative attention to themselves 
and to basketball. Typically, this reflects poorly on basketball as a sport and would deter 
others from participating or spectating.

ADMINISTRATIVE These offences typically concern the participation of the Reported Person, or 
behaviour or interference with basketball procedures or operations.

Participate Whilst 
Suspended

The Reported Person participated in any registered or volunteer capacity whilst currently 
serving a suspension for prior Reportable Conduct. Typically, this may involve playing, 
coaching, or performing the duties of a technical official, on gameday or maintaining 
active involvement in training environments.

Contempt

The Reported Person behaved or communicated inappropriately or disorderly prior to, 
during, or following tribunal proceedings. Typically, this may involve directly ignoring 
directions of a tribunal, blatant violations of expectations and procedure, or other 
negative or anti-social conduct.

Cheating

The Reported Person manipulated or attempted to manipulate the result of a game or to 
compromise the integrity of the competition. Typically, this may involve inaccurate 
recording of statistics, deliberate improper execution of timing duties, falsifying 
participation of players or coaches, or tampering with equipment.


