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Agenda
 

Opening prayer 

•Year of Jubilee

•KS3 and the RED

•KS5 Core RE

Closing prayer



“Pray then like this”





https://hallow.com/blog/how-to-pray-our-father/ 

https://hallow.com/blog/how-to-pray-our-father/


Agenda
 

Opening prayer 

•Year of Jubilee

•KS3 and the RED

•KS5 Core RE

Closing prayer





Year of Jubilee: Pilgrims of Hope 
Our Lady, Help of Christians, the 
primary patron of our Diocese, comes 
‘with haste’ to help us in our time of 
need, just as she came to the aid of 
her cousin, Elizabeth, in hers. 

Devotion to Our Lady, Help of 
Christians, cements her position as 
one who can intercede on our behalf, 
for just as she interceded at the 
wedding at Cana, prompting Jesus' 
first miracle, Mary continues to 
intercede for her children, the 
Church, bringing our needs and 
petitions to her Son. 

The title ‘Help of Christians’ 
acknowledges Mary's unique 
participation in the redemptive 
mission of Christ. 



Year of Jubilee: Pilgrims of Hope 
The Department of Education 
would like to make a 
patchwork banner with the 
logo/badge from every school 
uniform in our Diocese to 
commemorate this Year of 
Jubilee. 
The banner will be simple 
English-style handsewn paper 
piece quilting.
For this quilted banner to be 
realised, we would like each 
school to make their own 
patch following the 
instructions 



Year of Jubilee: Pilgrims of Hope - PLEDGE

In June or July all Catholic schools are invited to make a 
Jubilee Pledge to live out Catholic Social Teaching.

A better world needs all of us, and the Pledge will be a whole 
school, long-term commitment to building a fairer world. 

Watch CAFOD films and download their Pledge Guide to help 
you write your Jubilee Pledge and plan your Pledge Day. 

https://cafod.org.uk/jubilee-schools/jubilee-pledge 

https://cafod.org.uk/jubilee-schools/jubilee-pledge
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Year of Jubilee: Pilgrims of Hope - PLEDGE





Anna Silver: Education lead 
anna.silver@bod.org.uk

• Progressive Judaism - Reform and Liberal Jews. This is an 
umbrella term across both groups in Britain

• https://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/ explains Reform Judaism 
ideology. Landing page explores the move towards ‘Progressive 
Judaism’

• INSET for schools offered free – can be done over Zoom

• Phrasing diversity: ‘traditionally Jewish communities may…….., 
but some Jewish communities now/would……….’

mailto:anna.silver@bod.org.uk
https://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/


Anna Silver: Education lead
‘Safe’ resources for education. For example:

Synagogue visits:

• Contact your local synagogue directly.

• Contact your local SACRE (Each LEA has a SACRE committee with a Jewish representative on it) to see if they can help you find a local synagogue who would offer a 
visit.

For virtual tours please see ‘videos on the synagogue and prayer’ section.

Speakers and educators:

• Contact your local SACRE (Each LEA has a SACRE committee with a Jewish representative on it) to see if they can help you find a speaker/Jewish visitor/local 
synagogue.

• Contact your nearest Jewish Representative Council/body who could (hopefully) point you in the direction of speakers or local Jewish community members who 
would be happy to speak to students. There are Jewish Representative Councils/bodies for:

Leeds, Birmingham, Manchester and regions, London, Hull, Liverpool, South Wales, Newcastle, South Wales, Sussex, Northern Ireland, Hertfordshire and Essex, 
Scotland. (Let me know if you cannot find their contact details.)

• JCoB Education - Orthodox Rabbi Zvi and his wife Shira offer assemblies, workshops and teacher training sessions in person or by 
zoom. https://www.jcob.org/schools.html

•https://jscn.org.uk/school-synagogue-visits/

This is a request form you can fill in to find someone to talk to your students about Judaism locally to you. Some of the educators you would be put in touch with are 
professional but many are volunteers. Some work in person and some are also happy to do zoom if they are not very close by. Some charge, some don’t. This is set 
up by SJCN -The Small Jewish Communities Network.

Disclaimer - The Board of Deputies has not checked and approved all of these educators and cannot guarantee their competence or that they will give you a broad 
view of all the different practice within the UK Jewish community.

https://www.jcob.org/schools.html
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/?d=8fEbKzxLwJ-n-_W62D4V3CIYkoDI_CBO2UhMKPH9Bc4&f=I09Kbyg7GVyQpI_bo1aq66dAd2bSVDN8_jL1l1PqqJK_WQ9orPm_4ip5Zie-BVTj&i=&k=ZfVn&m=imwyxvFVv7bj9CwDMGI9lkd2XAz-1YhEEDVkYgLHruhtq9OeQCuo67dDhDy6ciA2ma6658nAiSDUKW1dXtwWPKJSaJEThq_76VxNMFpVyIIgbkThHDTB2sAeA6j8npk7&n=40s5fGQ3QSjRWpnvyK7072gv-xzw9dX20Ce-uYoMMTd1ohj1RJEq3Y6DSAJVWXr-&r=Yp6gNuOg--3wk4I_N5ZcSXIlTWFiW4__80z8e-rSFhaso8GUMl-O92AldKWcAnaW&s=d974118d8b8ad68c26eb6ca9e5a24a9d7c709ee5fa00c1ef8a40689c254aaed1&u=https%3A%2F%2Fjscn.org.uk%2Fschool-synagogue-visits%2F


In general terms, the following guidance points apply to teaching about any religion or

worldview:

1. Respect. Speak with respect about all the different worldviews: any religion with tens of millions of followers is being 
studied because the people within the faith deserve our respect.

2. Diversity. Talk about ‘some / many / most’ believers, but not about ‘All believers’. Diversity is part of every religion and 
the personal worldviews of people within any religious community.

3. Neutral language and positionality. Leave ‘insider language’ to insiders. A Sikh visitor can say ‘I believe this about Guru 
Nanak...’ but teachers will do best to say ‘many Sikhs believe...’ or ‘many Christians believe...’

4. Progression. Across the 4-14 age range, it is really important to build the knowledge children gain in coherent ways. 
That means that the materials in these simple guides are not all for younger pupils, but imply progression towards the 
learning about each religion / worldview.

5. General words. Use the general language of religious study to describe things: the Qur’an is not the ‘Muslim Bible’ – it is 
the Muslim sacred text. Divali is not the ‘Hindu’s Christmas’ – it is a Hindu festival. The general terms of religious study are 
important and should be shared with pupils.

6. Learning about religions and worldviews, not ‘comparative religion’. Don’t make simplistic comparisons between 
different religions. Look for similarities, but notice differences too.

7. Living religion. Focus on the ‘here and now’ of local expressions of religion / worldviews in your area or in the UK: RE is 
not merely about History and places far from home.

8. Oppressions and liberations. Different religions and worldviews aim to liberate humanity, and offer ‘roads to freedom’. 
But religions and worldviews can all have a serious ‘downside’ and can be experienced as repressive or oppressive. 
Represent religions and worldviews in the classroom in ways that acknowledge positives and negatives.

9. Content light, concept deep. It is better to deal with a small piece of religious understanding in depth than to skate over 
the surface of vast areas of content, never grasping any of it in depth.

10. Borders between religions. These are often more fluid and porous than fixed, and it is a truism of religious studies that 
there is no entity called a ‘religion’ just groups of people with some shared beliefs, practices, worldviews and community 
life.

11. A gift to the child: the idea of learning from religion is that anyone can take a gift from a faith or a worldview. You 
don’t have to become Jewish to learn from Judaism. You don’t have to be a Humanist to learn from Humanism. Look for 
the gifts your pupils may gain from their study.

The seven sections that follow are in alphabetical order.

We are grateful to all the community insiders from each religion and from non-religious perspectives who have advised 
and made suggestions in preparing these simple papers, and welcome further suggestions for improvements.





KS3 and the RED
 

Think about how you planned 
your new curriculum.
What are the main successes 
and challenges of the 
curriculum so far?
How do you think you will 
need to adapt it?

Look at the end of phase 
learning outcomes.
Do you think you have you 
covered all/most/some/few?
How has this learning been 
assessed?



Understand Discern

Respond



The Ways of Knowing 



Ways of Knowing 

KS3 expectations 

Avoid 5-year approach to GCSE 

Lays foundation of skills required at GCSE

Creative and engaging RE at KS3



Ways of Knowing 

Page 39, To know you more clearly: The Religious 
Education Directory. 







Show 
understanding of 

senses of scripture

Show understanding of 
religion/beliefs/practices

Make connections. Give 
explanations



Show understanding of 
senses of scripture

Show understanding of 
religion/beliefs/practices

Make connections. Give 
explanations



Suggest interpretations 
of art, music, text, 

culture

Test ideas. ‘What if…?’

Construct arguments. Weigh 
evidence. Arrive at judgements



Consider how this might 
change them personally and 

their community

Reflect on what this means for 
them personally

Change and act



Consider how this might 
change them personally and 

their community

Reflect on what this means for 
them personally

Change and act





Show 
understanding of 

senses of scripture

Show understanding of 
religion/beliefs/practices

Make connections. Give 
explanations



Developing Tasks 

• Appropriate to the wording of the outcomes in the model curriculum. 

• Variety of approaches to fulfilling the outcomes – creative and 
engaging. 

U8.5.1. Describe one of the accounts of the Resurrection, explaining the literal sense of one of 

the scripture passages studied, including a recognition of the role of author, literary form, context, and 
audience.

 U8.5.2. With reference to St Paul’s teaching about the resurrection of the dead in 1 Cor 15:1-58, 

explain why the resurrection is the central and crowning truth of the Christian faith. 

U8.5.3. Explain why the empty tomb is an important part of resurrection belief for Catholics, making 
links with the Resurrection accounts that show the reality of Jesus’ physical resurrection



Department for Education

Diocese of  Salford  @RCSalfordEd



Suggest interpretations 
of art, music, text, 

culture

Test ideas. ‘What if…?’

Construct arguments. Weigh 
evidence. Arrive at judgements



Discern: Analysis and Evaluation

If you develop your own objectives, use the RED as an example ensuring your 
objectives:

• Discern genuine relevant theological and philosophical points of debate and interest. 

• Have similar rigour as examples in the RED.

• Show progress in expectations from year to year.

• Ethical & philosophical; Artistic expression; Lived religion – study one option from 
each of two of the three areas of thematic study (except Y7, Branch 2)

Discern



Discern  

• Play with possibilities - ask what if? Test ideas and use thought experiments.

• Interpret the meaning of interpretations of art, music, 
text, culture…
• Compare and contrast different works of art. 
• Present arguments.

• Assess validity of arguments 

• Use sources – Assess weight of sources. 

• Arrive at reasoned judgements 

• Significance and influence of common and divergent  - world views and within 
and between religions 

Discern



Discern: Artistic Expressions 

• All objectives related to interpretations of art, music, text, culture are 
‘Discern objectives’. 

It follows that tasks related to ‘Artistic Expressions’ and ‘Lived Religion’ 
should be discern tasks.

• Interpret the meaning of artistic expression/ culture, lived examples… 

• Compare and contrast different works of art. 

Discern



Discern  

• Play with possibilities - ask what if? Test ideas and use thought 
experiments.

• Interpret the meaning of interpretations of art, music, text, culture

• Compare and contrast different works of art. 

• Present arguments.

• Assess validity of arguments 

• Use sources – Assess weight of sources. 

• Arrive at reasoned judgements 

• Significance and influence of common and divergent  - 
world views and within and between religions 

Discern



Year 7 - Consider the view that it is more important to serve the 
poor than celebrate the Eucharist and construct a Catholic 
response to this.

Year 8 - Consider the claim Jesus was merely an earthly leader 
who sought religious and political change. Present arguments for 
and against the claim, including a Catholic response (with 
reference to what you have learned about the kingdom), 
weighing the strengths and weaknesses of the arguments

Year 9 - Consider the claim that women should be ordained to 
the priesthood. Present arguments for and against the claim, 
including a Catholic response, weighing the strengths and 
weaknesses of the arguments. Arrive at a judgement supported 
by an effective evaluation of the arguments.



Discern  

• Play with possibilities - ask what if? Test ideas and use thought 
experiments.

• Interpret the meaning of artistic expressions 

• Compare and contrast different works of art. 

• Present arguments.

• Assess validity of arguments 

• Use sources – Assess weight of sources. 

• Arrive at reasoned judgements 

• Significance and influence of common and divergent  - world views and 
within and between religions 

Discern



Discern: Test Ideas 

Thought experiments? Play with possibilities? What if? 

This approach works well at the beginning of topics and / or lessons.

• The trolley problem? 

• What if God had never given Moses the Ten Commandments?

• What if they found Jesus’ body? 

• What if there was no suffering?

 

Discern



Department for Education
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Consider how this 
might change them 
personally and their 

community

Reflect on what this 
means for them 

personally

Change and act



Respond: 

• Personal response

• Invitational -   though must be planned for. 

• Reflect on meaning in their own lives and the difference belief can 
make to their lives and communities. 

• Explore the feelings and experiences of others – open up space for 
sharing responses. 

• ‘Purposeful reflection’ opportunities. (CSI Page 53)

 

Respond







KS3 and the RED
 

1. Key questions for Y7, 8 & 9  for each branch 
to assist with assessment of learning

2. Common EOs across each year group in 
KS3

3. Invitations to Respond to learning



KS5 Core RE
Expectations 

All students in the Sixth Form means 

• all students on roll, including those who may spend some time at other 
locations such as schools, academies, colleges and work-place providers

• all students from other schools, academies, colleges or other education or 
training providers who attend a Catholic school, academy or sixth form 
college for part of their education and training

• all students on roll, irrespective of the number and nature of other courses 
that they are studying, including GCE A Level Religious Studies



KS5 Core RE
Expectations 

• The 2000 Bishops’ Statement on Religious Education clearly stated an expectation that 5% of 
Sixth Form curriculum time be devoted to General Religious Education. 

• The Bishops’ Conference affirms the important role that good quality Religious Education, 
taught with proper academic rigour, plays in the education of young people and in developing 
the spiritual dimension of the human person.

The bishops require that Catholic school leaders ensure that:

• religious education be taught for a specified portion of each repeating cycle of the regular 
school timetable in each year of sixth form;

• the amount of time must constitute 5% of this repeating cycle.

5% of curriculum time in Years 12+  

5% of a typical taught time.  



KS5 Core RE
Expectations 

Age 16-19

• In school Sixth Forms and Catholic Sixth Form Colleges, the 5% will best be 
understood as a proportion of the total number of learning hours a Sixth 
Form student is expected to receive in an average sixth form offer. 

• This will differ depending on the curriculum route individual students take 
through their sixth form studies.

• The 5% should be worked out as a proportion of the number of hours 
students attend curriculum lessons.

• Ordinarily, the requirement will best be understood as one period of 
religious education in each week that a student is on timetable, ending 
when the public examination season begins. 



KS5 Core RE

Expectations 

In the 14-19+ phase of their education 
students in Catholic schools and 
colleges will be encouraged to 
investigate openly, to question 
critically, to reflect thoughtfully and to 
imagine creatively Diocese of Shrewsbury

Department of Education

https://www.bdes.org.uk/uploads/7/2/8/5/72851667/14-19_curriculum.pdf 

https://www.bdes.org.uk/uploads/7/2/8/5/72851667/14-19_curriculum.pdf


KS5 Core RE
Expectations 
Students will engage with a programme of 
study which will inspire and challenge 
them personally, intellectually and 
catechetically.
They will be encouraged “to seek the truth 
which is of God, in the whole of creation, in 
themselves and in others” and enabled to 
make “free, informed and full responses to 
God’s call in everyday life.”

Diocese of Shrewsbury

Department of Education



KS5 Core RE
•What is the current KS5 Core RE offer?

•How is it taught?

•Which, if any, external resources are used? 

•How is progress assessed?

•How engaged are students?

•What are the highs and what are the challenges?



Thanks be to you, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits which you 
have given us, 
for all the pains and insults 
which you have borne for us. 
O Most merciful Redeemer, 
Friend and Brother, 
may we know you more 
clearly, love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, 
day by day. 
Amen.
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