Year Two: Creation and Covenant		(TB = Teacher Book; PB = Pupil Book; EO = Expected Outcomes; RED = Religious Education Directory)

	Content through Lenses
	Model Curriculum Expected Outcomes 
	The Vine and the Branches
	Support Notes

	H: The story of Noah, focusing on God’s covenant (promise) with Noah and all living beings in the sign of the rainbow 
H: LS 71 “Through Noah, who remained innocent and just, God decided to open a path of salvation. In this way he gave humanity the chance of a new beginning. All it takes is one good person to restore hope!”	
B: God makes a covenant (promise) with Noah to save all living things
B: That people in the story of Noah turned away from God and chose to act badly; this behaviour is called sin
	U2.1.1. Retell in any form the Noah story (Genesis 6:9-9:17), focusing on Noah and God’s promise to all living creatures in the sign of the rainbow (Gen 9:8-17).
	2. God’s promise to Noah
PB has 1st story of Creation but consider referring to Diocesan guidance notes for Y1 teachers on retelling this story to avoid focus on day one…day two…

For the Noah story, recognise that the narrative is from a time long ago when people had different understandings of the world not how we think about the world now– when they talked about the ‘whole world’ it just meant where they live as that was their sphere of experience. Consider using a map or a globe to show how we think about the world now – we have space pics too that inform our understanding. In ancient times they had none of this!
The story of Noah is probably one of the oldest stories and too much to read direct from the Bible consider telling the story through a picture book OR using props like ‘Godly play’ – See TB p97 for guidance on this.
Ask class to consider - What was the world this spoke to? – a long story, a really old story Read scripture THEN What is it teaching us today? What does it say to me? Key messages = Stewardship, forgiveness and being reborn/redemption
Read the TB theological notes – these provide helpful context AND read the Notes for Teachers (RED p96-97).
Consider avoiding highlighting the ‘I will never again flood the land’ because the land has flooded since SO consider instead a focus on God being with us as he was with Noah – in that covenant relationship.
TB p11 – try to avoid overemphasis on ‘sin’. Consider good and bad choices – link this to second chances, forgiveness, being ‘reborn’ – which will link with Baptism learning later in branch.
PB p12-16 – if using this to tell the story of Noah, be wary of 1st sentence on p13 – consider leaving this out. Noah is not an historical figure.
TB PPT 1 slide 26 on p11 has key information that needs unpacking for class.
	After looking at the Bible….Consider beginning by simply going outside and talking about Creation. NB unless a pilot school, they may not have covered the 1st Creation story in Y1 so take the opportunity to read that first account (Gen 1:1 – 2:4) from Y1 before pointing out it is an ancient prayerful poem in praise of Creation (see Y1 guidance notes). Remind them of Catholic belief that God made the world and ‘it was good’ [NOT that it was created in 6 days with God resting on 7th]. THEN perhaps have class listen to a psalm to then write/draw (e.g. Psalm 104 – read a phrase, so, if on a field – ‘he calls the grass to grow’) – make connection with stewardship and creation – make link that God is love THEN consider writing or drawing something they are inspired by from the psalm and the experience of nature. Why are they inspired? How are they inspired?

ALSO pre-story concepts – class will need to know what floods are before they look at the Noah narrative.  Consider using a book like ‘Flooded’, by Mariajo Ilustrajo – it’s a story using animals, it doesn’t focus on good or bad people, and it introduces the possibility that someone may be good but through omission or not doing something it leads to a consequence that is bad. 
AND/OR consider looking at the effects of flooding in this country. What does a flood look like? Do the children know?
Consider exploring the concept of covenant = promise/agreement between two parties. God makes a covenant (promise/agreement) with all living creatures and the sign of that covenant is a rainbow. This could then link to EO U2.1.3 and Respond exemplar 2.1.1. 
Respond 2.1.2. Reflecting on the gift of Creation (awe and wonder)
Respond 2.1.3. Reflecting on how actions can help or harm themselves and others and what this could mean for their friendship with God

	H: Psalm 139  in praise of God’s creation of each of us and his love for us.
C: Psalms are prayers to praise God
	U2.1.2. Know that psalms are prayed/sung to praise God and recognise that they are a different literary form in scripture. (ref. Ps 139)
	3. God’s Knowledge and Care
TB p12 – ref to Bernadette Farrell song – can be found on Spotify or Apple Music.
PB p18 has PPT that contains an adaptation of Ps 139. Consider reading directly from scripture but taking a few lines or a verse instead of the whole psalm. What does it tell us about God? What does it tell us about us? What does it tell us about Creation?
See RED p97 Notes for Teachers for guidance about how to share the psalms with Y2. 
	Link back to earlier learning about the Bible and different styles of writing in the Bible. It is easy to see that psalms are songs/prayers of praise to God because of how they are set out in the Bible – in verses. Psalms in prise of Creation are creative ways to express thanks, awe and wonder at the beauty of Creation and the power of God who creates.
Again, consider linking learning about this gift of Creation that is being sung about in the psalm and our responsibility to be good stewards – to hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor – to treasure self and others as gifts from God.
Consider the RED Discern exemplar below as another way people have expressed in a creative way God’s gift of creation.
Discern 2.1.1. Responding to the way God’s gift of Creation is expressed in a variety of creative and artistic ways, e.g., art, music or poetry and talk about the reason for their response.
Respond 2.1.2. Reflecting on the gift of Creation (awe and wonder)
You may wish to look at artists who depict written psalms in an artistic way e.g.  https://www.benandhannahdunnett.com/shop/art-prints/bible-verses/psalm-139-prints/ 
https://www.benandhannahdunnett.com/shop/art-prints/bible-verses/psalm-139-boat-image-prints/ 

	L: Know ways in which we can show care for God’s world (stewardship) as part of our care for each other
	U2.1.3. Understand the term ‘stewardship’ and what it means for caring for God’s world
	You may wish to refer to TB 2. The Story of Noah PPT 2 on p11 for this EO – this is the content for this outcome in V&B.
Consider taking the opportunity to explore CST and build on Y1 learning (NB – may need to ‘teach’ the Y1 content on CST – see Guidance – this Sept (2024).
https://cafod.org.uk/education/primary-teaching-resources/cst-pack-for-children has lots to support teachers. 
	Link this learning about stewardship with the story of Noah and the quote from LS that “ All it takes is one good person to restore hope!”. How do their individual actions show that they are hearing ‘the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor?’ 
Also, for Year of Jubilee – Pilgrims of Hope – explore how stewardship links with this theme for the year and why.
Consider focussing on signs of hope through people being good stewards as opposed to an over focus on the negativity of climate change and damage humans have done to Creation. This could lead to the RED Discern exemplar below.
Discern 2.1.2. Expressing a point of view, with a relevant reason, about why we care for God’s world, making simple connections with God’s promise to all living creatures in the story of Noah
Respond 2.1.1. Considering what they could do to care for God’s world in their own lives and in the life of their local community.
Respond 2.1.3. Reflecting on how actions can help or harm themselves and others and what this could mean for their friendship with God

	B: The sacrament of baptism is when a person becomes part of the Christian family and promises to love God
C: Sacraments are living signs of Jesus’s love for all people
C: Baptism is the first sacrament which welcomes people into the Christian family
L: Know how a baby is baptised in the Catholic Church
	U2.1.4. Correctly use religious words and phrases to talk about the Sacrament of Baptism, as a sign of Jesus’s love for all people and a welcome into the Christian family.
	4. Joining the Christian Family
TB p13 PPT outlines what happens when a baby is baptised in the Church. Consider a more experiential approach. Can the class go to church and speak to the parish priest, look at the font, the Paschal Candle and baptismal candles etc.? Also please note the images on the PPT are not diverse. If sharing images of babies/children being baptised, please find diverse images on the internet.
TB p13 ‘My Baptism Record’ download – consider carefully use of resource  - consider % of the class who are baptised.
5. Signs and Symbols in Baptism
Consider blending the learning in Branch 1 part 4 and 5 of V&B.
Again – how might this be explored experientially (See  Notes for Teachers in RED p 96-97)
TB p14 Consider drawing images of symbols in Baptism and writing meaning alongside as opposed to printing out the worksheet.
	Link to prior learning about Noah story – rebirth of Creation and being ‘reborn’ into the Family of God, the Church.
NB – take care that any resources found via a search online feature a Catholic baptism as many Christian denominations have baptism. Discern 2.1.3. Exploring the meaning of symbols used in an infant’s baptism in the Catholic Church

	B: That the Christian Bible is split into two parts, the Old Testament, and the New Testament
	U2.1.5 Know that the Christian Bible is split into two parts, the Old Testament, and the New Testament.
	1. The Bible
TB p10 Starting point Qs are helpful – it could be an opportunity to look at lots of different translations and representations of the Bible e.g. Good News Translation Catholic Edition, The Graphic Bible etc. It is easy to see the two parts of the Bible using the Contents page, but also consider encouraging class to look through the Bible and see where the OT begins and ends and where NT begins – which ‘half’ is larger? Why might that be? (NB – NT covers a much shorter time span and focus is Jesus Christ – God fully revealed to us in human form). Also, TB p10 ppt refers to ‘inspiration – the writers of the Bible were inspired by the Holy Spirit. What does this mean? Perhaps looking at ‘The Inspiration of St Matthew’ by Caravaggio, or similar, helps?
PB has 1st story of Creation but consider referring to Diocesan guidance notes for Y1 teachers on retelling this story to avoid focus on day one…day two…


	This outcome is explored at the start of the chapter, which makes sense – if you are looking at a narrative in the Bible it is an ideal opportunity to spend some time looking at the Bible, what it is, how the Bible is compiled, what it means to the Christian community.
Explore too the different types of writing in the Bible – ‘history’ in the book of Kings, Law in Exodus (the 10 Commandments) and song/verse through the Book of Psalms
[NB: This may be more helpful for consideration with notes above given for part 2 of the branch learning on story of Noah – see top row of table]: Dependent on your cohort, it may be appropriate to begin to talk about how Catholics view the Bible – the inspired word of God but with human authors. Each author was writing for a particular audience at a particular time – so, this explains why the 1st Creation story isn’t a scientific or historic account – it is an account written down by a people in exile, missing their homeland, amongst strangers, remembering the one God who created the earth and them (See the Guidance for Y1 teachers for more on this).  


	
	
	6. Mystery of the Holy Trinity
This is extra content to that specified in the RED for Y2 Branch 1
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Year  Two : Creation and Covenant     (TB = Teacher Book; PB = Pupil Book ; EO = Expected  Outcomes ; RED = Religious  Education Directory )    

Content through Lenses  Model Curriculum  Expected  Outcomes    The Vine and the Branches  Support Notes  

H:  The story of Noah, focusing  on God’s covenant (promise)  with Noah and all living beings  in the sign of the rainbow    H:  LS 71 “Through Noah, who  remained innocent and just,  God decided to open a path of  salvation. In this way he gave  humanity the chance of a new  beginning. All it takes is one  good person to restore hope!”     B:  God makes a covenant  (promise) with Noah to save  all living things   B:  That people in the story of  Noah turned away from God  and chose to act badly;   this   behaviour  is  called sin  U2.1.1. Retell in any form the  Noah story (Genesis 6:9 - 9:17),  focusing on Noah and God’s  promise to all living creatures  in the sign of the rainbow  (Gen 9:8 - 17).  2. God ’ s promise to Noah   PB has  1 st   story of  Creation   but consider  referring   to  Diocesan guidance   n otes  for Y1 teachers   on retelling  this story to avoid focus on day one … day t wo …     For the Noah story, r ecognise that the narrative is  from  a  time  long  ago  when people had different  understandings o f the world   not how we think about  the world now –   when  they talked   about  the   ‘whole   world’  it  just meant where they live   as that was the ir  sphere of  experience. Consider  us ing  a map or a globe  to show how we think about  the world   now  –   we have  space pics too  that  inform our understanding.   I n  ancient ti mes they had none of this!   The story of Noah is  probably one of the oldest stories   and  too much   t o read direct from the Bible consider  tell ing   the story through a picture book OR   using  props like   ‘Godly play’  –   See TB p97 for guidance on  this.   Ask class   to consider  -   What was the world this spoke  to?  –   a  long story ,   a really old   story Read scripture  THEN What is it teaching us today? What does it say  to me?  Key messages =  Stewardship ,  forgiveness   and  being   reborn/redemption   R ead the TB  theological notes  –   th ese  provi de   helpful  conte xt   A ND  read  the Notes for Teacher s   ( RED  p96 - 97 ).   Cons ider avoiding  highlighti ng   the ‘I will never again  flood the land’  because   the land has flooded  since  SO  consider   instead a f ocus  on God  be ing   with  us as he  was with Noah  –   in  that covenant relationship .   TB p11  –   try  to avoid  ove r emphasis on  ‘ sin ’ . Consi der  good and bad choices   –   link  this to second chances, After  looking at the Bible … . C onsider   beginning   by   simply g o ing   outside   and   talk ing   about Creation . N B  unless   a pilot school, they may  not have  covered   the  1 st   Creati on story in Y1 so take the opportunity  to read th at first account (Gen 1:1   –   2: 4)  from  Y1   before  pointing out it  is an  ancient   prayerful poem in praise of Creation (see Y1   guidance  no tes ) . Remind them o f Catholic belief that God made the wor l d and  ‘ it was good ’   [NOT that it was created in 6 days with God resting on  7 th ] . THEN perhaps have  class l isten to  a  psalm  to then   write/draw  ( e.g.  Psalm 104  –   read a phrase , so,   if on a field  –   ‘ he calls the grass to  grow ’)  –   make connection with stewardship and creation  –   make link  that God is love THEN  consider   writi ng   or draw ing   something they are  inspired by   from the   psalm and the experience of nature. W hy   are  they  inspired? H ow   are they inspired ?     ALSO  pre - story concepts   –   class wi ll need   to know what floods are   before   they look at the Noah  narrative .    Consider using a book like   ‘Flooded’ , by Mariajo Ilustrajo   –   it ’ s a story using animals, it doesn ’ t  focus on  good  or   bad  people,   and  it  introduces   the   poss ibility   that  someone  may be good  but   through omission or not doing   something it   leads to a  consequence  that is bad .    AND/OR  consider   look ing   a t the effect s   of flooding in this country.  W hat  does a flood look  like ?   D o   the  children   know ?   Consider exploring the  conce pt of  covenant   = pr omise/ agreement   between two parti es. God   makes a covenant  (promise/a greement)  with  all li ving creatures   and the sign of that covenant is a rainbow . This  could then link to EO U2.1.3 and Respond exemplar 2.1.1.     R espond  2.1.2. Reflecting on the gift of Creation (awe and wonder)   R espond  2.1. 3 . Reflecting on how actions can help or harm  themselves and others and what this could mean for their friendship  with God  

