Year Four: Creation and Covenant		(TB = Teacher Book; PB = Pupil Book; EO = Expected Outcomes; RED = Religious Education Directory)

	Content through Lenses
	Model Curriculum Expected Outcomes 
	The Vine and the Branches
	Support Notes

	H: The story of Abraham
H: Know the historical, cultural, and religious context out of which Abraham was called
H: (Optional) The story of Joseph
	U4.1.1. Show some understanding of the historical context of Abraham (and Joseph) and the cultural and religious context out of which he was called.
	1. The Call of Abraham
TB p8-9 – read the theological notes carefully as these provide foundational content for this outcome.
TB p10 has PPT to support this outcome. Teachers should consider reading the Support Notes and the websites indicated to support them in understanding the historical and religious context. For Y4, what are 3-5 key elements that illustrate the historical context? AND what are 3-5 key elements that illustrate the religious context?  
	 RED p132 – read the Notes for Teachers carefully before planning for this branch. NB: it is not possible to simply use the PB to teach this scheme. Refer to the TB and the RED.
RED refers to the world 1) behind 2) of, and 3) in front of the text. Read this exploration of each of these contexts here: Gods-Promise-to-Abraham-and-Sarah. E.g. 2) ‘The key word in the beginning of this story is ‘covenant’…the covenant was part of God’s creative process. Covenants or treaties were common in the ancient world…They were not necessarily equal partnerships but called for commitment and responsibility from both sides. The Old Testament develops this concept when it speaks of the relationship between God and his people as a covenant…In Israel, the covenant is established by God alone; God sets the terms. It is seen as a relationship between God and Israel. The so-called covenant formula ‘You/they will be my people and I will be your/their God’ is repeated in different forms many times, and lies at the heart of Israel’s understanding of her life and faith.
However, the covenant was not forced upon Israel without her consent. She had the freedom to accept and confirm the relationship. The obligations of the covenant were not arbitrary; they summarised what it meant to be holy, and explained how Israel should behave if she were to enter this relationship with a holy God.’
Note – this was written down a long time after the events took place. The story would have been passed on orally up to this point. This is an epic narrative – 15 chapters of Genesis are devoted to this story.
Whistlestop Tales: around the world in 10 Bible stories – talks about Abraham, but begins with the context of who Abraham was

	H: The story of Abraham, focusing on the following key texts: The call of Abram (Gen 12:1-5); The Abrahamic covenant (Gen 15:1-6); Abraham and Sarah (Gen 18:1-15); Abraham and Isaac (Gen 22:1-18) 
H: (Optional) The story of Joseph, focusing on the following key texts:153
Gen: 37:2-35, 41:1-42, 44:1-17, 33-34, 45:1-5, 16-20
	U4.1.2. Retell the story of Abraham, ensuring it is accurate in sequence, detail, and shows an understanding of the term ‘covenant’.
	1. The Call of Abraham to 4. Abraham and Isaac
TB p8-9 – read the theological notes carefully as these provide foundational content for this outcome.
NB – the key elements of the story as outlined in the Hear lens (RED p133) form the foundation of sections 1-4 of this first branch in V&B
Consider reading the indicated verses (see RED p133 and/or the 1st column) directly from the Bible.
2. God’s Covenant with Abraham
Ensure children are clear what a covenant is. See ‘Explain’ in TB p11 and Teacher notes (RED p132). PB p11 says ‘covenant’ = commands and blessings. 
Make it clear that ‘covenant’ is a promise/agreement between two parties (usually one party is more powerful that the other) – God’s covenant with Abraham – he commands him to do certain things e.g. leave his home, but he also promises him things e.g. father of a multitude.
	See Gods-Promise-to-Abraham-and-Sarah for further info on the importance and significance of ‘covenant’.
Help children understand the story of Abraham with maps Abrahams-journey and timelines Timeline-Abraham-Sarah-Isaac-Jacob etc
Testament animation has an episode devoted to Abraham that may be of use Testament - The Bible in animation - Abraham


	H: Know the historical, cultural, and religious context out of which Abraham was called.
H: Know the importance of understanding historical context to appreciate the literal sense of biblical stories.
	U4.1.3. Show an understanding of the story of Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 22:1-18), recognising the importance of historical context in explaining the meaning of this story then and now.
	4. Abraham and Isaac
TB p13 PPT has information to support this EO. Consider reading the web page highlighted on the right first before teaching this as more parallels can be made.
NB – In Judaism, no such parallels are made between Isaac and Jesus as the Jewish people are still awaiting the coming of the Messiah.
	This may be a helpful post on Abraham and Isaac – especially highlighting parallels between Isaac and Jesus The-story-of-salvation-Abraham-and-Isaac 
Note that sacrifice of people was not uncommon in cultures at that time. What would seem unthinkable to us now was more commonplace then.

	B: Know God’s covenant with Abraham is the foundation of the faith of the people of the Old and New Testaments: Judaism and Christianity
	U4.1.4. Recognise that God’s covenant with Abraham is the foundation of the faith of the people of the Old and New Testaments: Judaism and Christianity
	2. God’s Covenant with Abraham
TB p8-9 – read the theological notes carefully as these provide foundational content for this outcome.
See also RED Teacher notes p132 and Y4 PPT ‘Y4 Support with The Vine and the Branches’.
NB – see PPT in PB p13 for this outcome. Consider what can be added to the info in the ppt from the other sources shared? 
	This may be a helpful post on Abraham and Isaac – especially highlighting parallels between Isaac and Jesus The-story-of-salvation-Abraham-and-Isaac 
You may wish to explore the different interpretations Judaism and Christianity have of God’s covenant with Abraham. See the Teacher notes in the RED (p132) and the Y4 PPT ‘Y4 Support with The Vine and the Branches’ 

	B: Know faith is believing in God, trusting what God reveals, and following God’s loving purpose to live a good life.
L: Know the virtues of faith, hope, and love

	U4.1.5. Show some understanding of how the decisions of Abraham (and Joseph) were informed by their faith, hope, and love in God.
	2. God’s Covenant with Abraham
TB p8-9 – read the theological notes carefully as these provide foundational content for this outcome.
NB – see TB p11 for ppt exploring Abraham’s faith in God.
3. Abraham and Sarah

PB p16 Task 4 has further opportunity to explore how Abraham’s decisions were informed by faith, hope and love.
4. Abraham and Isaac
PB p20 has further ‘Think’ opportunity to explore how Abraham’s decisions were informed by faith, hope and love.
TB p13 has important points to ‘learn from’ Abraham’s test of faith.
	This may be helpful for more context on Abraham as a model of faith Abraham-model-faithfulness
Faith, hope and love are the Theological Virtues. This is a good clip introducing you to the virtues – Cardinal and Theological Catholic Central - Virtues 
Consider exploring how Abraham’s decisions were informed by faith in God, THEN, by hope in God, THEN by love of God.

	C: Know age-appropriate extracts from prayers of faith in God from the Catholic tradition. (For example, Ps 40:1, the St Therese prayer, ‘May today there be peace within’, St John Henry Newman’s ‘Mission of my Life’, Bl Charles de Foucauld’s ‘Prayer of Abandonment’.)
L: Know the virtues of faith, hope, and love

	U4.1.6. Make links between prayers that show trust in God and the virtues of faith, hope, and love.
	TB p15 has opportunity to write prayers of faith, hope and love. However, this EO is not explicitly explored in V&B.
Consider looking at the exemplars in the 1st column. E.g. The St Teresa prayer is given in TB p14. Class could write out the prayer and annotate to show how Abraham illustrated faith, hope and love as outlined in the prayer. This could be a further opportunity to explore how they could show faith, hope and love. 
	The PLD contains a list of traditional Catholic prayers in Section 9. Consider introducing pupils to the Act of Faith, the Act of Hope and the Act of Love (PLD p76), though note, the PLD states these are prayers that schools may wish to introduce to UKS2.
Consider exploring the Theological Virtues in depth. Leeds Diocese has detailed exploration of each in its Character Education document Leeds Dio - Virtues-for-Catholic-Schools
In the Year of Jubilee: Pilgrims of Hope, there is much scope to explore these prayers and think about how the children can be pilgrims of hope and show their faith in and love of God. 



· NB: The RED states ‘Pupils need to know something about the story of Joseph before they study Moses in the following year to understand why the people of Israel are in Egypt. Teachers may want to look at Joseph in this branch or choose to tell the story immediately before they study Moses.’ 
· The V&B final two sections in this Branch cover the story of Joseph – and so, it is explored in Y4 (not in Y5 before studying Moses).
· RED p132 has key features of the story of Joseph to be covered. In addition, you may wish to look at this episode in the Testament series. Testament - The Bible in animation - Joseph 
· Ensure the EOs for exploring the Joseph narrative are covered:
Consider a Biblical timeline for children to illustrate how move from Abraham to Joseph. This does it, but it will need some unpacking and explaining as there is a lot of information on it Timeline-Abraham-Sarah-Isaac-Jacob etc
	U4.1.1.
	Show some understanding of the historical context of Abraham (and Joseph) 
and the cultural and religious context out of which he was called. (RVE)

	U4.1.5.
	Show some understanding of how the decisions of Abraham (and Joseph) were informed by their faith, hope, and love in God.





Year 


Four


: Creation and Covenant


 


 


(TB = Teacher Book; PB =


 


Pupil Book


; EO = Expected Outcomes


; RED = Religious 


Education Directory


)


 


 


Content through Lenses


 


Model Curriculum 


Expected 


Outcomes


 


 


The Vine and the Branches


 


Support Notes


 


H: The story of Abraham


 


H: Know the historical, 


cultural, and religious context 


out of which Abraham was 


called


 


H: (Optional) The story of 


Joseph


 


U4.1.1. Show some 


understanding of the 


historical context of Abraham 


(and Joseph) and the cultural 


and religious context out of 


which he was called.


 


1.


 


The Call of Abraham


 


TB p8


-


9 


–


 


read the theological notes carefully as these 


provide foundational content for this outcome.


 


T


B p10 has PPT to


 


support this outcome


. 


T


eachers 


should consider reading the Support Notes and 


the


 


websites indicated to support them in understanding 


the historical and religious cont


ext. For Y4, what are 


3


-


5


 


key


 


elements


 


that illustrate the historical context? 


AND what are 3


-


5


 


key 


elements


 


that


 


illustrate


 


the 


religious 


context?


 


 


 


 


RED p132 


–


 


read the Notes for Teachers carefully before planning for 


this branch.


 


NB


: it is not possible to simply use the PB to teach this 


scheme. Refer to the TB and the RED.


 


RED refers to the world 


1) 


b


ehind


 


2) 


of


,


 


a


nd 


3) 


in front of the 


text.


 


Read 


this


 


exploration of each of these 


context


s here


:


 


Gods


-


Promise


-


to


-


Abraham


-


and


-


Sarah


. E


.


g


. 


2


) 


‘


The key word in the beginning of this 


story is ‘covenant’


…


the covenant was part of God’s creative process. 


Covenants or treaties were common in the ancient world


…


They were 


not necessarily equal 


partnerships but


 


called for commitment and 


responsibility from both sides. The Old Testament develops this 


concept when it speaks of the relationship between God and his people 


as a covenant


…


I


n Israel, the covenant is established by God alone; God 


sets the terms. It is seen as a relationship between God and Israel. The 


so


-


called covenant formula ‘You/they will be my people and I will be 


your/their God’ is repeated in different forms many times,


 


and lies at 


the heart of Israel’s understanding of her life and faith.


 


However, the covenant was not forced upon Israel without her 


consent. She had the freedom to accept and confirm the relationship. 


The obligations of the covenant were not arbitrary; they summarised 


what it meant to be holy, and explained how Israel should 


behave if 


she were to enter this relationship with a holy God


.


’


 


Note 


–


 


this 


was written down a long time after the event


s took place.


 


T


he 


story would hav


e been passed on 


orally


 


up to this point. 


T


his 


is an 


epic


 


narrative


 


–


 


15 


chapters of Genesis are devoted to this story.


 


Whistlestop Tales


: around the wor


ld in 10 Bib


le stories


 


–


 


talks 


about Abraham


, but


 


begins with 


the 


context of who Abraham 


was


 


H: The story of Abraham, 


focusing on the following key 


texts: The call of 


Abram (Gen 


12:1


-


5); The Abrahamic 


covenant (Gen 15:1


-


6); 


Abraham and Sarah (Gen 


U4.1.2. Retell the story of 


Abraham, ensuring it is 


accurate in sequence, detail, 


and shows an understanding 


of the term ‘covenant’.


 


1.


 


The Call of Abraham to 4. Abraham and Isaac


 


TB p8


-


9 


–


 


read the theological notes carefully as these 


provide foundational content for this outcome.


 


N


B


 


–


 


the 


key 


elements


 


of the story as outlined 


in the 


H


e


ar


 


lens (RED p133) form the foundation of sections 


1


-


4 of thi


s first branch


 


in V&B


 


S


ee 


Gods


-


Promise


-


to


-


Abraham


-


and


-


Sarah


 


for further info on the 


importance and significance of 


‘


covenant


’


.


 


H


elp 


children understand the story of Abraham with maps 


Abrahams


-


journey


 


and timelines 


Timeline


-


Abraham


-


Sarah


-


Isaac


-


Jacob etc


 


Testament animation has a


n episode devoted to Abraham that may be 


of 


use 


Testament 


-


 


The Bible in animation 


-


 


Abraham


 


 




Year  Four : Creation and Covenant     (TB = Teacher Book; PB =   Pupil Book ; EO = Expected Outcomes ; RED = Religious  Education Directory )    

Content through Lenses  Model Curriculum  Expected  Outcomes    The Vine and the Branches  Support Notes  

H: The story of Abraham   H: Know the historical,  cultural, and religious context  out of which Abraham was  called   H: (Optional) The story of  Joseph  U4.1.1. Show some  understanding of the  historical context of Abraham  (and Joseph) and the cultural  and religious context out of  which he was called.  1.   The Call of Abraham   TB p8 - 9  –   read the theological notes carefully as these  provide foundational content for this outcome.   T B p10 has PPT to   support this outcome .  T eachers  should consider reading the Support Notes and  the   websites indicated to support them in understanding  the historical and religious cont ext. For Y4, what are  3 - 5   key   elements   that illustrate the historical context?  AND what are 3 - 5   key  elements   that   illustrate   the  religious  context?        RED p132  –   read the Notes for Teachers carefully before planning for  this branch.   NB : it is not possible to simply use the PB to teach this  scheme. Refer to the TB and the RED.   RED refers to the world  1)  b ehind   2)  of ,   a nd  3)  in front of the  text.   Read  this   exploration of each of these  context s here :   Gods - Promise - to - Abraham - and - Sarah . E . g .  2 )  ‘ The key word in the beginning of this  story is ‘covenant’ … the covenant was part of God’s creative process.  Covenants or treaties were common in the ancient world … They were  not necessarily equal  partnerships but   called for commitment and  responsibility from both sides. The Old Testament develops this  concept when it speaks of the relationship between God and his people  as a covenant … I n Israel, the covenant is established by God alone; God  sets the terms. It is seen as a relationship between God and Israel. The  so - called covenant formula ‘You/they will be my people and I will be  your/their God’ is repeated in different forms many times,   and lies at  the heart of Israel’s understanding of her life and faith.   However, the covenant was not forced upon Israel without her  consent. She had the freedom to accept and confirm the relationship.  The obligations of the covenant were not arbitrary; they summarised  what it meant to be holy, and explained how Israel should  behave if  she were to enter this relationship with a holy God . ’   Note  –   this  was written down a long time after the event s took place.   T he  story would hav e been passed on  orally   up to this point.  T his  is an  epic   narrative   –   15  chapters of Genesis are devoted to this story.   Whistlestop Tales : around the wor ld in 10 Bib le stories   –   talks  about Abraham , but   begins with  the  context of who Abraham  was  

H: The story of Abraham,  focusing on the following key  texts: The call of  Abram (Gen  12:1 - 5); The Abrahamic  covenant (Gen 15:1 - 6);  Abraham and Sarah (Gen U4.1.2. Retell the story of  Abraham, ensuring it is  accurate in sequence, detail,  and shows an understanding  of the term ‘covenant’.  1.   The Call of Abraham to 4. Abraham and Isaac   TB p8 - 9  –   read the theological notes carefully as these  provide foundational content for this outcome.   N B   –   the  key  elements   of the story as outlined  in the  H e ar   lens (RED p133) form the foundation of sections  1 - 4 of thi s first branch   in V&B  S ee  Gods - Promise - to - Abraham - and - Sarah   for further info on the  importance and significance of  ‘ covenant ’ .   H elp  children understand the story of Abraham with maps  Abrahams - journey   and timelines  Timeline - Abraham - Sarah - Isaac - Jacob etc   Testament animation has a n episode devoted to Abraham that may be  of  use  Testament  -   The Bible in animation  -   Abraham    

