Year One: Creation and Covenant		                                                                          (TB = Teacher Book; PB = Pupil Book; EO = Expected Outcomes)

	Content through Lenses
	Model Curriculum Expected Outcomes 
	The Vine and the Branches
	Support Notes

	H: The creation story in Genesis 1:1-4,24-26 as an ancient, prayerful, poetic reflection on God’s world.
	U1.1.1. Recognise that the story of creation in Genesis 1:1-4,24-26, is an ancient, prayerful, poetic reflection on God’s world and retell this story in any form.
	1.1.1 Story of Creation
TB p10-11 – advise use of Bible for text of Creation narrative (Genesis 1:1-2:4)
Ppt TB p11: children could select own images to retell story and/or Respond to Genesis 1:31, God saw all that he had made, and it was very good What would they need to include on their page to show all God has made?
	Reading the Theological notes on p79 of the RED will provide teachers with an understanding of the knowledge and understanding required for study of this branch.

Notes in the TB at the start of each session provides useful information for teachers when planning activities. 

Consider reading the 1st story of Creation directly from the Bible using props (story bag) to illustrate the story as you share it. Encourage class to join in with ‘it was good’ to accentuate poetic nature. (TB p10-11). NB – Discern focus on what is beautiful not important as all of nature is important.
Avoid focus on days of week or numbers – the EO doesn’t mention sequencing. Focus on prayer of praise for God’s beautiful creation.
Consider rephrasing the 2 Discern qs (TB p9) to What if…?
Consider exploring the outdoor space to see, touch, smell the beautiful world God has made.
Consider creating a collage depicting Creation and exploring why each element including is ‘good and beautiful’ (NB: take care with use of good not to confuse with whether something is morally good or not)
Retell the story with story bags, outdoor play, dress up etc – focus on rhythm of narrative each day – ‘and it was good’. 

	H: The opening of the Nicene Creed “I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.”
B: That all that is comes from God.
B: God is our Father.
	U1.1.2. Recognise in an age-appropriate way that the Church teaches that all that is comes from God, Our Father, who made heaven and earth.
	1.1.2 God’s love and care for Creation 
NB: Psalm 104 and Psalm 148 are extra content. 
PB p6 – consider going outside to see nature first hand
TB p18 – consider not using worksheet. Instead, begin with one thing e.g. the sun. Ask – why is the sun good? how is the sun good for people? This can then link with why God made the sun. Depending on how this is received, can look at more elements. 

1.1.4 The Nicene Creed
NB: Psalm 8 is extra content
TB p27 – PPt useful for eliciting pupil responses to how we can recognise God’s presence Slide 18 will need lots of support and discussion. This may be more useful in covering U1.1.3 which is by and large covered in V&B section 1.1.2
Consider moving this section to before the Our Father (1.1.3)
NB when Catholics gather at Mass on a Sunday they are saying ‘thank you’ for all of God’s Creation - saying the Creed at Mass acknowledges God as Father and Creator of all.
	Notes in the TB at the start of each session provides useful information for teachers when planning activities. 

Consider using the opening line of the Creed to explore the two beliefs in the 1st column – God is our Father, he made heaven and earth. God wants only good things for us, his children, so he created a good world we can live in. 





‘Of all things visible and invisible’ – reminds us God created heaven, which we cannot see. This is an outcome to lead into understanding of the presence of angels. A difficult concept for pupils, so consider exploring this idea through e.g. ‘we feel the wind, but we can’t see it’. We can’t see things in outer space, but we know they are there’ also ‘love’ and ‘kindness’ – we see the effects of them. God made all these things – not simply what we can see in front of us.
PPT on TB p28 has info to support understanding

	B: God’s love and care for humanity is experienced through the beauty and order of creation  
	U1.1.3. Recognise that though people cannot see God, they can sense his presence through the awe and wonder experienced in the beauty and order of creation.
	1.1.2 God’s love and care for Creation
TB p18 – Include why children are thanking God for created things e.g. why are we thanking God for the sunshine, for flowers, for our family?

PPt on TB p 27 would be much more useful in meeting EO U1.1.3 which is covered in this section of the V&B
	Notes in the TB at the start of each session provides useful information for teachers when planning activities. 

Consider why trees are good for people and for animals/creatures. What would the world be like without trees? Recognise the goodness of God who created trees for us. 
Consider asking about one thing children are thankful for and talk about why – they could draw one thing in God’s creation they are thankful for and talk or write about why they feel this way. 
Consider using photos or real objects rather than outline pictures to support a concrete understanding of creation. Maybe even go outside first, then come back, and draw/ write about the things that they are thankful for in Creation and why.

	L: God wants us to love and care for the world because the world is God’s gift to us.
Caring for the world is one of the ways we love and care for each other. 
L: How a community in another part of the world cares for Creation.
	U1.1.4. Recognise that the Church teaches that God gave human beings the responsibility for taking care of the world and its people and in doing this, we show love for God and each other.
	1.1.6 Caring for God’s world
Consider not reading text TB p35-36. Focus on positive difference children are making around the world: https://cafod.org.uk/education/laudato-si-for-schools/taking-care-of-creation 

PPT TB p37 is useful in supporting the children’s understanding of their responsibilities. This could be used as a starting point to promote discussion
	Notes in the TB at the start of each session provides useful information for teachers when planning activities. 

Link learning to Creation story read earlier in the term – God made human beings to be ‘in charge of’ (GNT) Creation – to be responsible for it and look after it – How can we do this at school, at home, in the local area? Why is it important to care for the world and for each other?
Consider playing CAFOD online interactive game, Our Wonderful world Our Wonderful World (cafod.org.uk) (NB: it doesn’t seem to work too well on Explorer)
TB 37 worksheet can be replaced with sentence starters in books after discussion.

	H: An introduction to the ideas presented in Laudato Si’ 13.
L: God wants us to love and care for the world because the world is God’s gift to us.
Caring for the world is one of the ways we love and care for each other. 
	U1.1.5. Know that Pope Francis wrote a letter, called Laudato Si', about the gift of Creation and the importance of taking care of the world as it is everyone’s home.
	1.1.5 Laudato Si
Consider thinking about a precious gift they have been given. What was it, why is it precious, how did/do they look after it because of its preciousness? (could start with teacher example of something you have that’s precious) – then transfer this learning to Creation 
NB: take care when using ppts on TB p31 and 32 to focus on the positive impact we can make, however small.

PPT on 31 Focuses on the impact of our actions on the planet
PPT on 32 focuses on the impact on the poorest in society

	Notes in the TB at the start of each session provides useful information for teachers when planning activities. 

Consider focussing on the good we can do to care for God’s Creation. How can we protect the bees? – by planting bee-friendly flowers; How can we look after everyone? – by sharing what we have and taking ‘enough’ – just what we need, no more.
Consider using CAFOD’s resources for this learning on Laudato Si
https://cafod.org.uk/education/primary-teaching-resources/laudato-si-for-children These resources include a video and a song 

D1.1.2 Talking about why caring for God’s world matters for them and their local community – this EO could be met easily through this section. E.g. Pupils could discuss – Is it important for use to take care of God’s creation?


	B&C: Prayer is a way we draw closer to God.
C: As a community, the Church prays the Creed and the Our Father to pray to God and worship him.
	U1.1.6. Recognise that prayer is a way of drawing closer to God.
	1.1.3 The Our Father
NB: Additional notes TB p19. And YCfK no. 149 – Why do we pray the Our Father?

PB p18 provides a stimulus for discussion regarding Jesus teaching his disciples to pray the Our Father

PPT on TB p23 provides a way of explaining the meaning of the Our father that makes it accessible to children in Y1.

Children could create a class book as suggested in TB p24 activity 4 showing how they pray and how this draws us closer to God.
	Notes in the TB at the start of each session provides useful information for teachers when planning activities. 

Consider opportunities to link this learning with prayer in class.
Consider what it means to know God as a loving parent (caution needed here)
Note opportunities for school community to pray this prayer together.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22fjcIDPRio CAFOD video of Our Father in many languages – this prayer unites people in the Church from all over the world.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZPCG5slxhk 
Consider opportunities for children to reflect and Respond e.g. R1.1.1. Reflecting on what the words of the Our Father and the opening words of the Creed say to them; R1.1.2 Reflecting on different ways to pray.



D1.1.1. Talking about how God's gift of Creation is expressed through the scriptures and diverse creative and artistic expressions, e.g., through art, music or poetry and talk about their responses.
Revisit Genesis 1:1-2:4 in the Bible, then:
· Listen to and talk about how God’s gift of Creation is expressed through music e.g. Carnival of the animals, Saint-Saens; Morning, Edvard Grieg; Flight of the bumblebee, Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov
· Listen to and talk about how God’s gift of Creation is expressed through art e.g. Genesis Frontispiece: Creation for St John’s Bible, Donald Jackson; God creating the sun, the moon and the stars, Jan Brueghel the Younger [NB: make sure is using artwork it is depicting the first Creation story only and not the second]

