From Day by Day, resources from Arundel and Brighton Diocese
Wedding Feast at Cana:
· This is the first of the seven signs in John’s Gospel and it reveals key truths about who Jesus is and why He came. Jesus came to lead His people away from a religion of ritual and rule  - symbolised by the rules and rituals of the water jars meant for washing purification traditions of the Jews – towards a life of joy of a life lived in Christ – symbolised by the wine and the joy of the wedding feast – accomplished by turning to Him in all our needs – big and small and then ‘doing whatever He tells us to trust in Him to fulfill all our needs.
· It points to the key role Mary plays in the faith of Catholics – she notices the needs of the people and brings those needs to Jesus – but then leaves it with Him – with the key teaching ‘Do exactly as He tells you’. This is always her guidance.
The Healing of the official’s son:
· We hear Jesus telling the official that his son is healed – Jesus can heal with just a word. His words have power.
· John is trying to show us that Jesus wants us to have faith in Him – like the official – not just so we can see wonderous signs – but so that He can help us in our needs and we can grow in love for Him. John wants us to know Jesus’ human compassion but also His divine powers – He can heal with a word – He is the Word.
The healing of the paralysed man at Bethesda:
· We hear how the man has put his hope in the legend of the healing powers of the waters – but it ultimately represents a selfish way – where only those who get there first are healed – and therefore they each fight to be the first to get to the water – instead of God’s way – where He goes out of His way to help and heal others.
· Jesus asks the man if he wants to be healed- we must always choose to have Jesus in our lives – He will not force us to accept Him
· Again with only a word Jesus heals 
· Jesus heals on the Sabbath; he is Lord of the Sabbath. 
· However, the man does not recognise that Jesus has healed him and goes to speak to the authorities. Links with spiritual blindness and seeing Jesus as the Messiah.
The Feeding of the five thousand:
· John is trying to show us that Jesus cares about our daily needs e.g. food –as much as about our suffering. 
· He wants us to turn to Him for all our needs and not rely on ourselves alone. 
· He wants us also to share what we have with others and praise God for His gifts to us. 
· He shows us Jesus’ human concern for our daily needs and also a divine ability to multiply what we offer to God. 
· We can also see the links to the Manna in the Old Testament and to the Eucharist. 
Jesus walks on water:
· Jesus knows that we will all face storms and difficult moments in life and we may feel afraid. Jesus will lead us to safer shores. 
· Jesus’ human nature recognises that we feel afraid and His divine nature shows all the elements of earth obey God – their creator. 
· There are also links to God rescuing His people through water miracles in the Old Testament – showing Jesus as the new Moses.
The Healing of the Man Born Blind:
· Jesus has come to be the light to others and to heal those in need. 
· Jesus combines both the physical (mud and water) with the divine to heal – this has clear links to the sacraments. 
· The blind man recognises who Jesus is – this is in contrast to the healing at Bethseda. This man is physically blind but not spiritually blind!  
· John points to Jesus’ human understanding of suffering and need and also His divine healing and bringing light into the lives of those in need.
The raising of Lazurus from the dead:
· Jesus is the way to eternal life. 
· Martha recognises Jesus as ‘the Christ, the Son of God’. 
· John shows how Jesus uses suffering and pain to show God’s power and to convert those who watch.
· This is the miracle that prompts the authorities to act against Jesus and the events of Holy Week follow. 
· John shows Jesus’ human nature in His sorrow at the death of His friend and also His divine nature in His power over death – foreshadowing the events of Holy Week.
