Year Three: Galilee to Jerusalem – before starting the topic read RED p120/121

NB Note difference in order of lessons in V & B
 (VB = Vine and the Branches TB = Teacher Book; PB = Pupil Book; EO = Expected Outcomes RED = Religious Education Directory)
H= Hear B = Believe C= Celebrate L= Live		KOG = Kingdom of God (NB – don’t have the children abbreviating it like this – it should be written in full!)

	Content through Lenses
	Model Curriculum Expected Outcomes 
	The Vine and the Branches
	Support Notes

	H: The visit of the Magi (Matt 2:1-12)
B: Know the Adoration of the Magi shows that all people are seeking Jesus, and he comes for the whole world.

	U3.3.1. Retell, in any form, the visit of the Magi and explain what the visit of the Magi and the gifts they bring show us about Jesus.
(For the Epiphany)
	VB 3.3.1 The Visit of the Magi
TB p28, paragraph 1. Read the theological notes carefully as they provide a context for the learning.
TB p30: Starting point activity. 
PB p67/67 – read from book & show PowerPoint (link on p67) 
PB p68 – Discuss Q1 & then recap on 3 gifts and discuss which gifts we would offer Jesus.
Pupil activity: p68 discuss question 2. Adapt the task to list the 3 gifts and their meaning and what the gifts show us about Jesus. 
Respond: Extension / Next step question: What gifts could you like to offer Jesus? (e.g. love, kindness, consideration for others)


Recap on previous lesson then:
PB p68 hot seating from Q3 to lead into pupil activity. Consider sitting in the ‘hot seat’ yourself as the children may not have enough knowledge and understanding to undertake this themselves.
Pupil activity: Question 4 “Imagine you are one of the Magi, tell your story. (Use whatever method you would usually use to scaffold a retell)
A retell in Y3 will look different to that of a Y1, for example. More understanding of the account is required with an emerging ability to make links with other learning. E.g. What is the significance of the visit of the Magi? (Jesus is revealed to the whole world – to all people – not solely the Israelites). What was the context of Herod’s asking the Magi to report back to him? And Why did an angel visit the Magi in a dream?
Discern: D3.3.1 – Asking and answering Qs about the feelings of one of the characters in one of the stories studied. 
Which is the most important gift from the Magi? What if the Magi did not bring any gifts? What if the family had already fled to Egypt?
Make time over lessons to sing ‘We three Kings’ – focus on the lyrics sung as they explore the symbolism of the gifts.
	Consider leaving a nativity scene as a focus for Epiphany even if the school year starts after the 6th January.

Perhaps you have had the Magi from the nativity set in your classroom travelling closer and closer to the crib at Advent. They could then be placed at the crib for Epiphany. 
Remember, there is a tradition amongst Catholics to keep the crib up until 2nd February, which is the Feast of the Presentation.

NB – we do not know how many men from the East came to visit Jesus. Why is it traditionally thought there were 3 – because of the gifts they brought. This may be a good ‘I wonder’ question for the class after reading the Gospel account. 

This article from Vatican News has excellent background information for teachers about the Epiphany, including what is meant by ‘Epiphany’ and the symbolism of the gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Epiphany-Sunday-reflections. 

Be aware that Matthew was writing for a different audience from Luke, hence the Magi (See notes http://www.thebibledoctor.com/about-the-gospel-writers.html )
We Three Kings https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBwL3y-Wlms 

Key Vocabulary:     (can the children use these words in context?)
Epiphany
Magi
Gold 
Frankincense
Myrrh
Adoration

	B: The the kingdom of God begins in all those who open their hearts to God’s love.
	U3.3.2. Show a simple understanding of what the kingdom of God is and is not
	VB 3.3.2. The Kingdom of God
TB p28, paragraph 2. Read the theological notes carefully as they provide a context for the learning.

TB p31: Starting point activity (up to key points).
PB What do the children think the KOG is like? Discuss with a partner & share some ideas, then read p69. 
TB p31 Read ‘Explain’ section only
PB 70 - & 71 Up to and including pause to discuss.
Pupil Activity
Split your page in half, one side write ‘The Kingdom of God is like’ on the other ‘The Kingdom of God is not like.’ 
Write bullet points for each, for example
It is:
Here on earth now
Acts of kindness
Comforting others
Sharing with those in need
Love 
Being forgiving 
Saying sorry
Living in peace with others
Telling the truth
Trusting God
It is not:
Being unkind
Treating others badly
Hurting others
Not listening to others
Anything that isn’t following Jesus’ example

Extension Activity
Write a letter to Sabrina (PB p69) answering her questions. 


VB 3.3.3 Commitment to the Kingdom
PB p76 – Read and discuss this page to sum up what they learnt in the last lesson (note that this is out of sequence of the book pages but it relevant here)

TB p32 – Read starting point, discuss with the children. 
PB p72 – share with the children. 	

Pupil activity
Pupil book p73 – activity on the top of the page - scaffold by providing the sentence starters for children to finish.
	Be aware that Matthew was writing for a different audience from Luke, hence the Magi (See notes http://www.thebibledoctor.com/about-the-gospel-writers.html )
Y3 began looking at Matthew’s Gospel in P&P, especially with the Annunciation to Joseph. Help the children with interpretation of scripture by revisiting/consolidating what we know about the writer of this gospel and how it is structured. The Notes for teachers in the RED offer some support with this too.

Consider leading a celebration of the word around The Parable of the yeast (Matthew 13:33) to give the children the opportunity to discuss how they can grow the Kingdom of God. NB – this would be outside of RE lesson time.

For context, the Kingdom of God is a present and a future reality. Jesus brought in the Kingdom. Through his miracles and his teachings he shows the KOG is here on earth. We can see the KOG where the Gospel values are evident. We help to build the KOG through living out these values daily. But the KOG is also not an earthly kingdom. Jesus’ power is not of this earth – he is a servant leader. In his kingdom there is no more injustice, discrimination, conflict etc. 
When we pray the Our Father, we pray, ‘Thy Kingdom come, they will be done, on earth as it is in heaven’. We are praying for a future reality too, when there will be a new heaven and a new earth, when Jesus will return triumphant at the end of time [LINK to the Feast of Christ the King]. Understanding of the KOG is necessary for this branch.
Listen to this short answer from Bishp[ Barron to support your own understanding https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bC9yepedQb8 

Consider singing ‘A new commandment’ as part of the 2nd lesson

PB p77 – Has 3 activities which you may which to include at some point if you have extra time – they link to God’s Kingdom

Key Vocabulary:
Kingdom of God
Miracle
Parable


	H: Cure of the centurion’s servant (Matt 8:5-13) or Cure of a paralytic (Matt 9:1-8)
B: Know the miracles that Jesus worked expressed his love for all people and were signs that the kingdom of God was beginning.
	U3.3.3. Show a simple understanding of a miracle of Jesus (either Matt 8:5-13 or Matt 9:1-8) showing that it is a sign of the kingdom and the compassion of Jesus
	VB 3.3.5 Jesus works miracles
TB p29, why did Jesus perform miracles? Read the theological notes carefully as they provide a context for the learning.

TB p34  - read Starting point to children
PB p83 – read and discuss with children 
TB p34 – Explain section – read to children
PB p 84/85 – Read and discuss with children (The Centurian’s Servant, alternatively you could use the PowerPoint at the bottom of p65 about Jesus healing the paralytic. YOU DON’T NEED TO DO BOTH MIRACLES but the PowerPoint is very useful for both up to slide 9.

Pupil Activity
PB p86 Activity 2 – can be used for either miracle

Extension task (Faith of Centurion only)
PB p86 Research Task

Recap previous lesson, what can the children remember from the story? Re-read the miracle you’ve chosen to focus on.
Pupil Activity
Centurion’s Servant activity comes from Understanding Scripture Diocese of Shrewsbury Years 3 & 4 (Lat Blaylock training) This could be adapted to suit the cure of the paralytic.







	This EO builds on the learning from Branch 3 in Year 2. You may find it helpful to explore the guidance notes for GtoJ Y2 and look at the resource material in V&B. NB: This is particularly important this year as the children will not necessarily have had this prior learning. Might some pre-learning be needed?

In the RED/V&B Y2 will have covered the cure of the paralytic from the Gospel of Luke. You may wish, then, to briefly revisit this and focus on the cure of the centurion’s servant.
Discern – I wonder why Jesus cured the servant of someone who wasn’t a Jew – someone who was an enemy of the Jews?
Respond- What I can learn from Jesus curing the centurion’s servant?

Centurion’s Servant activity comes from Understanding Scripture Diocese of Shrewsbury Years 3 & 4 (Lat Blaylock training)  

Keep in mind here the Believe learning: Know the miracles that Jesus worked expressed his love for all people and were signs that the kingdom of God was beginning. This will need to be highlighted particularly for the children.


	H: Parable of the Sower (Matt 13:4-9)
Parable of the Sower explained (Matt 13:10-17) or Parable of the yeast (Matt 13:33) or
Parable of the treasure and of the pearl (Matt 13:44-46)
B: Jesus’ parables show the choices people must make to accept his invitation to the kingdom.
	U3.3.4. Show knowledge of two parables of Jesus, making links between them, to show some understanding of what the kingdom of God is like
	VB 3.3.3 Commitment to the Kingdom

PB p73 Why did Jesus tell parables? – read this section 
PB p74 & 75 – read and discuss with children.

VB 3.3.4 The Parable of the Sower

TB p33 Starting point – read to children and explain
PB p78 and 79, do the activity on p79 as a class.

Pupil Activity
You could use a comparison task – create some kind of comparison table that includes the parables you’ve discussed, the scripture quote and the question, how is this like the kingdom of God? 


	This EO builds on the learning from Branch 3 in Year 2. You may find it helpful to explore the guidance notes for GtoJ Y2 and look at the resource material in V&B. NB: This is particularly important this year as the children will not necessarily have had this prior learning. Might some pre-learning be needed?

NB No need to cover all the parables listed, see p121 RED. The EO requires children to show knowledge of two of them. 
However, it may be helpful to cover more than two for a flavour of what each tells us about the KOG. Then 2 can be explored in more detail. 
For the Parable of the Sower, look at some images of what the ground would have looked like in the time of Jesus. There would have been a mix of ground types – not all would be fit for good growth. Remember, Jesus is using images his listeners would have been very familiar with. The children will need some context of that time to help them understand the parables.

Consider taking seeds outside to sow in the different places, contemplating the ways in which we can avoid temptation etc and live a Christian life.

PB p77 – Has 3 activities which you may which to include at some point if you have extra time – they link to God’s Kingdom

	H: Parable of the Sower (Matt 13:4-9)
Parable of the Sower explained (Matt 13:10-17) or Parable of the yeast (Matt 13:33) or
Parable of the treasure and of the pearl (Matt 13:44-46)
	U3.3.5. Retell one of Jesus’ parables making simple links between the chosen parable and Jesus’ message about the kingdom of God
	VB 3.3.4 The Parable of the sower

Recap on previous lesson, what can they remember about the Parable of the Sower

PB p80 – Don’t read the page first, work through the PowerPoint at the bottom of the page instead, then read p80

PB p81 (Activities) You could create a task where the children have to match the location of the seeds with the correct meanings. They can then use this to scaffold their writing for the retell (pupil activity). NB – the meaning of the parable is key – it is about listening to God’s word – listening to Jesus. When people truly hear Jesus’ teaching and take it to their heart, the effect is transformational in their own lives and in the lives of those around them. 
This is easily explored with a Discern-type question – Imagine if everyone truly loved God and loved their neighbour as themselves… This allows creative thinking of a world where Gospel values are shown – where people are selfless instead of selfish, where there would be no need for Catholic Social Teaching (CST) because there would be no injustice, inequality, poverty, exploitation etc.

Pupil Activity 
Retell the Parable of the sower, including the four locations the seed fell and the meaning behind each


	NB – the EO for this parable is more than a retell. Links need to be made between the parable and Jesus’ message of the KOG. So, children need to be able to state what the parable is telling us about the KOG. What did Jesus want his listeners to hear about God’s Kingdom? What can we learn today about God’s Kingdom?

Mark 10 mission 
https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/the-mark-10-mission/v/the-parable-of-the-sower

Mark 10 mission Parable of the Sower Little Liturgies
https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/the-little-liturgies/v/ep41-the-sower

Look at artwork. Use Bible art
https://bible.art/gallery/parable-of-the-sower#google_vignette

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) is a great reference point for understanding the KOG. See 543 onwards e.g.:
CCC 543 ‘Everyone is called to enter the kingdom…To enter it, one must first accept Jesus’ word’
CCC 544 ‘The kingdom belongs to the poor and lowly, which means those who have accepted it with humble hearts. Jesus is sent to ‘preach good news to the poor’….’
CCC 545 ‘Jesus invites sinners to the table of the kingdom…’ 
CCC 546 ‘Jesus’ invitation to enter his kingdom comes in the form of parables…’
CCC 547 ‘Jesus accompanies his words with many ‘mighty works and wonders and signs’, which manifest that the kingdom is present in him and attest that he was the promised Messiah…’

	C: Praying the ‘Our Father’ helps Christians to continue to build the kingdom begun with Jesus

L: Know about the life of a saint who worked to build the Kingdom of God (St Teresa)
	U3.3.6. Recall the ‘Our Father’ prayer and make simple links between the prayer and building the kingdom
	TB p29, read the sections about the ‘Our Father’. Read the theological notes carefully as they provide a context for the learning.
TB p37. Read
PB p87 Read.
PB p88. There are lots of activities on p88-91. This is the suggested activity, you may prefer a different one:
Write each part of the Our Father and beside it write what this means. This could be in the form of a table. 

Discern – Reflecting on how Jesus teaches what the kingdom of God is like, including thinking about the ‘Our Father’ prayer.
Imagine if we did not have the Our Father. Would we still work towards building the Kingdom of God? Would we still pray?
3.3.7. St Therese of Lisieux
Go through PB p92-93 with the children. Additional questions to ask children are in TB p.40 online/TB p38. There are many so use sparingly. 

Discern – reflecting on how people need to change their behaviour to show their commitment to building the kingdom, comparing responses and asking questions about other people’s responses.
What would happen if nobody worked to build the kingdom of God? Discuss.
The kingdom of God isn’t my responsibility it is yours. Discuss. 
Respond – What can you learn from the life of St Therese?
	Mark 10 mission how to pray
https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/the-little-liturgies/v/ep2-how-to-pray

There’s a lovely section on prayer in the YouCat for Kids. 
This is very accessible for the children. P212-213 (Q149) has lots of information on the Our Father. The bottom section of both pages explains each part of the our Father prayer whilst the question asked is ‘Why do we pray the Our Father?’

Mark 10 Mission. St Therese. Really useful to share with the children. 
https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/the-little-liturgies/v/ep5-saint-thrse-the-little-flower 

Mission Together
https://missiontogether.org.uk/calendar/st-therese-of-lisieux/ 

how to live The Little Way
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GD3ksvsw6QE 





