Year 4: Prophecy and Promise		(TB = Teacher Book; PB = Pupil Book; EO = Expected Outcomes; RED = Religious Education Directory; GNT = Good News Translation)

	Content through Lenses
	Model Curriculum Expected Outcomes 
	The Vine and the Branches
	Support Notes

	H: The miracle of the flour and the oil (1 Kings 17:7-14)
H: Elijah’s encounter with God: the journey 1 Kings 19:4-8, The meeting: 1 Kings 19:9-15
H: The preaching of John the Baptist (Matt 3:1-12 and Mk 1:1-8)
H: What is meant by ‘prophecy’.

	U4.2.1 Describe what a prophet is drawing on Elijah and John the Baptist as examples.
	TB (p22) has a brief definition of a prophet
NB: TB (p22) states ‘Explain what a prophet is’, though EO = ‘Describe’
To fulfil this EO completely i.e. ‘drawing on…’, will need to know more about Elijah and John the Baptist from future lessons so could begin this EO introducing prophecy and prophets, then complete the EO after a few more lessons 
NB: is also a short paragraph about prophets at top of page in PB (p43) 
	NB: RED teacher notes state: ‘Pupils will then make links between Elijah and John the Baptist.’ 
It may be appropriate to share some of the info from this clip even if not sharing the clip – it will need unpacking further with pupils though: https://www.catholiccentral.com/catholic-central-episodes/prophets 
NB – make link with the Nicene Creed = Core Catholic beliefs and recited at Mass each Sunday: ‘I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets’

	H: The miracle of the flour and the oil (1 Kings 17:7-14)
H: Elijah’s encounter with God: the journey 1 Kings 19:4-8, The meeting: 1 Kings 19:9-15
H: The importance of understanding historical context to appreciate the literal sense of biblical stories. 

	U4.2.2 Show some understanding of the cultural and religious context of Elijah’s time and why people needed to be reminded of God’s covenant. 
	4.2.1 The Prophet Elijah
Has a brief summary of the context of Elijah’s time in PB (p34) and TB (p20)
TB (p22) ppt – states it is essential to know about Moses before teaching 4.2.2. This needs to be shared in the context of a God calling a people, the Israelite people into a covenantal relationship after calling the person, Abraham, the father of a great nation (the Israelites). They will learn more about Moses next year, though it is a helpful ppt to show why prophets were sent by God.
Link learning from PB and TB to RED notes p134
4.2.2 Elijah on Mt Carmel
Context to this meeting with the prophets of Baal will be required. Teacher could read the whole religious account around this and summarise for pupils. PB (p38) first paragraph is a brief summary. 
If you have shared the ppt on Moses with the class, consider expanding the ‘Key points to learn from Elijah’ from TB (p23) to reference the 10 Commandments given to Moses for the Israelite people – these commandments were given by God to help his people stay faithful to the covenant – NB – they focus on love of God and love of neighbour, which is the way Christians are still called to live today. 
	NB: RED states, ‘Through this year the pupils will learn about people whose lives have been transformed by faith and hope in God… Pupils will explore aspects of the story of Elijah whose story shows the importance of faith and hope in God even in desperate times.’ (RED p131)
Explore how Elijah’s life has been transformed by faith and hope in God. Link back to this point regularly throughout the branch, and beyond, AND link back to how Abraham’s life was transformed by faith and hope in God in Branch 1’s work as a point of reference. 
NB, as RED (p137) states, if using an alternative to the Bible to share the story of Elijah, ensure it is free from stereotyping or inaccuracies – this will need checking with the GNT Bible (or other approved text) beforehand.
In terms of the hermeneutical lens, note that this story of Elijah is written as an epic. The ‘goodies’ are really good and the ‘baddies’ are really bad. It is important to note the cultural and religious context and to note the message for people reading it then and reading it now.
It may be helpful to share this animation – perhaps in part, or in full, if appropriate. NB watch it beforehand for suitability for your class. Please note – it covers more of Elijah’s story than RED requires Testament - The Bible in Animation – Elijah:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AwJMTcCBoLs 
Consider taking the opportunity to link Elijah’s meeting with God (1 Kings 19:9-15) with opportunities for silent prayer in the classroom – opportunities to hear the still, small voice of God. NB – time for prayer should be separate to curriculum RE.

	H: The preaching of John the Baptist (Matt 3:1-12 and Mk 1:1-8)
B: John the Baptist is sent to prepare the way for Jesus.

	U4.2.3 Compare the description of John the Baptist in Mark and Matthew’s accounts and describe the beliefs about John the Baptist the gospel writers show.
	4.2.3 John the Baptist
Consider using the Bibles e.g. GNT, to read the extracts from Mt and from Mk. Consider then printing out the extracts side by side – then, consider either asking pupils to highlight how John is described, or give them a description (based on the gospels) and ask them to locate in the two extracts the evidence for the description
NB PB first ppt on p45 will need to be viewed by teacher first and will require further research to understand fully the explanation of John’s words in Mt’s Gospel that is shared on the slides.
Activity 4 PPT from PB (p45) could then be used to check understanding
	It would be prudent to remind children of what a prophet is before exploring John the Baptist. 
As with Elijah, explore how John’s life has been transformed by faith and hope in God. Link back to this point regularly throughout the branch, and beyond, AND link back to how Abraham’s life was transformed by faith and hope in God in Branch 1’s work as a point of reference.
Consider exploring how John the Baptist echoes the characteristics of an Old Testament prophet.
Possible Discern activity – look at artists impressions of John the Baptist – explore how they have depicted John as described in Mt and Mk? Have they referenced the message of John in their artwork? How successful are the pieces of art?

	H: Isaiah 40:3 (contained within the gospel accounts)
B: For Christians, the prophets awaken an expectation of the coming of the Messiah in people’s hearts.
B: John the Baptist is sent to prepare the way for Jesus.
B: In the Advent liturgies, Christians pray for the second coming of Jesus alongside preparing for Christmas.
B: Advent is a time of preparation for Jesus’ incarnation at Christmas and for the second coming as King of the Universe.
C: The Jesse tree. 
L: How Christians prepare for the coming of Christ during Advent.
	U4.2.4 Make links with the words of Isaiah, the preaching of John the Baptist, and the season of Advent.
	4.2.3 John the Baptist
TB (p24) highlights the text from the prophet Isaiah that is referenced in Mt and Mk. Share with class that Isaiah was also a prophet. If appropriate note that the book of Isaiah is a collection of writings over a long period of time – not one single author.
4.2.4 Advent
PB (p47-8) explores readings at Mass during Advent and continues focus on Isaiah
Consider exploring Advent and the meaning of Advent -  then explore the message of John the Baptist and why it links to the Advent season
TB (p25) highlights some actions/activities that may be used during class prayer, though not in curriculum RE time.
NB – PB (p47) mentions the Advent wreath. This is explored in Y2. It may be appropriate to have one in class and use this in class prayer, however the RED learning for Y4 focuses on the Jesse Tree, which is explored in 4.2.5
	To note, the cycle of messianic prophecy (prophecy about the coming Messiah – for Christians, this is Jesus Christ) that began with Elijah, the ‘father of the prophets’ ends with John the Baptist.
(See Catechism 718 and YouCat 116 [p74]


Consider revisiting prior learning of the Liturgical Year and the Advent season. Busted Halo - Advent in 2 minutes
Link too to learning in Y3 about the Mass exploring the Liturgy of the Word, and how the liturgical season is reflected in the readings we hear at Mass.
Look carefully at the lens info in column one. Plan the learning to address these key beliefs and points of celebration.
Consider creating a flow chart of the words of Isaiah, to the preaching of John and the Season of Advent celebrated by Christians. What are the key messages from each? Who did the message of Isaiah and John speak to then, and why? How and why do these messages still resonate today?
This would fulfill the RED Respond exemplar - Reflecting on how Elijah and John the Baptist’s words speak to people today.

	B: Advent is a time of preparation for Jesus’ incarnation at Christmas and for the second coming as King of the Universe.
C: The Feast of Christ the King.
C: ‘He will come again in glory’ from the Nicene Creed.
L: How some artists have depicted Jesus Christ as King.

	U4.2.5 Know that the feast of Christ the King marks the end of the Church’s year and describe what is celebrated.
	TB (p27) ppt has images of Christ the King, which may be helpful if you choose the RED Discern exemplar – Responding to a variety of artistic ways in which Christ the King is portrayed. Suggest reasons for the artist’s choices, give reasons for their personal preference and compare their ideas with others.
You may wish to include other images to explore including contemporary art and diverse images
This is an excellent opportunity to begin to talk about the Kingdom of God, how it is different to earthly kingdoms, and how different a leader Jesus is to leaders the children know about today?
Consider the exemplar Discern and Respond outcomes from the RED:
D = Talking about the type of king they think Jesus would be and give reasons for their answers.
R = Reflecting on what it means to be a good leader and talk to others about their ideas
	Learning required to fulfill this EO: 
· The Season of Advent looks back to the first coming of Jesus, the Incarnation, but also reminds us Jesus will come again (see Nicene Creed and Our Father)
· Christ the King marks the end of the Liturgical Year
https://media.ascensionpress.com/2016/11/19/pope-laity-christ-king-sunday/ 
https://www.usccb.org/committees/religious-liberty/solemnity-christ-king-background 
What are Catholics celebrating on this feast day?
Why was the feast day moved to the end of the liturgical year?
The Feast of Christ the King is also National Youth Sunday for the Church in England and Wales. Consider taking the opportunity to explore this link further.
Ten Ten provided an assembly for a previous exploration of this feast - Ten Ten Christ the King assembly script 
Consider exploring the hymn, The Servant King, to deepen understanding of the kind of king Jesus is. Lots of prior knowledge can be drawn out here and referred back to in future branches.

	H: The ancestry of Jesus (Matt 1:1-17)
C: The Jesse tree.
L: How Christians use the Jesse tree during Advent, identifying its meaning and representation in art around the world, connecting to God’s plan for salvation.
	U4.2.6 Makes links with the ancestry of Jesus and the Jesse tree.
	4.2.5 The Ancestry of Jesus
TB (p26) explores the genealogy of Jesus at the start of Mt’s Gospel. Consider looking at this in the Bible.
PB (p49-51) explores the context of the genealogy further
Celebrating the season of Advent with a Jesse tree is common practice for some Christians as it can help us meditate on our faith story, salvation history, and how God’s promise to people from the time of Abraham, and earlier, is fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ, God who took on human form – as a helpless babe.

NB: 4.2.6 Joseph, Foster Father of Jesus is extra content and not in the RED model curriculum 
	Link learning about messianic prophecy – that Jesus is the Chosen One, the Messiah, with learning about his genealogy. Mt is making it clear to his readers that Jesus is the one the prophets spoke of. Link with what Isaiah said (as reported in the Gospels) and the message of John the Baptist. 

Consider marking the Advent season in class during class prayer with a Jesse Tree. See https://s3staging.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/the-jesse-tree/ for more information about this tradition.






Year 


4


: 


Prophecy and Promise


 


 


(TB = Teacher Book; PB = Pupil Book


; EO = Expected Outcomes


; RED = Religious 


Education Directory


; GNT = Good News Translation


)


 


 


Content through Lenses


 


Model Curriculum 


Expected 


Outcomes


 


 


The Vine and the Branches


 


Support Notes


 


H: 


The miracle of the flour 


and the oil (1 Kings 17:7


-


14)


 


H: 


Elijah’s encounter with 


God: the journey 1 Kings 19:4


-


8, The meeting: 1 Kings 19:9


-


15


 


H: 


The preaching of John the 


Baptist (Matt 3:1


-


12 and Mk 


1:1


-


8)


 


H: 


What is meant by 


‘prophecy’.


 


 


U4.2.1 


Describe what a 


prophet is drawing on Elijah 


and John the Baptist as 


examples.


 


TB (p22) has a brief definition of a prophet


 


NB: TB (p22) states ‘


Explain what a prophet is


’, though 


EO = ‘


Describe’


 


To fulfil this EO completely i.e. ‘


drawing on


…’, will 


need to know more about Elijah and John the Baptist 


from future lessons so could begin this EO introducing 


prophecy and prophets, then complete the EO after a 


few more lessons


 


 


NB: is also a short paragraph about prophets at top of 


page in PB (p43) 


 


NB: RED teacher notes state:


 


‘


Pupils will then make links between 


Elijah and John the Baptist.


’ 


 


It may be appropriate to share some of the info from this clip even if 


not sharing the clip 


–


 


it will need unpacking further with pupils 


though: 


https://www.catholiccentral.com/catholic


-


central


-


episodes/prophets


 


 


NB 


–


 


make 


link with the Nicene Creed = Core Catholic belief


s a


nd 


recited at Mass each Sunday


: 


‘


I believe in 


the Holy S


pirit


, the Lord, the 


Giver of life, who proceeds from 


th


e Father and the Son, who


 


with the 


Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 


who has spoken through 


the prophets


’


 


H: 


The miracle of the flour 


and the oil (1 Kings 17:7


-


14)


 


H: 


Elijah’s encounter with 


God: the journey 1 Kings 19:4


-


8, The meeting: 1 Kings 19:9


-


15


 


H:


 


The importance of 


understanding historical 


context to appreciate the 


literal sense of biblical stories.


 


 


 


U4.2.2 


Show some 


understanding of the cultural 


and religious context of Elijah’s 


time and why people needed 


to be reminded of God’s 


covenant.


 


 


4.2.1 The Prophet Elijah


 


Has a 


brief summary of the context of Elijah’s time in 


PB (p34) and TB (p20)


 


TB (p22) ppt 


–


 


states it is essential to know about 


Moses before teaching 4.2.2. This needs to be shared 


in the context of a God calling a people, the Israelite 


people into a covenantal relationship 


after


 


calling the 


person, Abraham, the father of a great nation (the 


Israelites). They will learn more about Moses next 


year, though it is a helpful ppt to show why prophets 


were sent by God.


 


Link learning from PB and TB to RED notes p134


 


4.2.2 Elijah on Mt Carmel


 


Context to this meeting with the prophets of Baal will 


be required. Teacher could read the whole religious 


account around this and summarise for pupils. PB 


(p38) first paragraph is a brief summary. 


 


If you have shared the ppt on Moses with the class, 


consider expanding the ‘Key points to learn from 


Elijah’ from TB (p23) to reference the 10 


Commandments given to Moses for the Israelite 


people 


–


 


these commandments were given by God to 


NB: RED states, ‘


Through this year the pupils will learn about people 


whose lives have been transformed by faith and hope in God


…


 


Pupils 


will explore aspects of the story of Elijah whose story shows the 


importance of faith and hope in God even in desperate times.


’


 


(RED 


p131)


 


Explore how Elijah’s life has been 


transformed by faith and hope in 


God


.


 


Link back to this point regularly throughout the branch, and 


beyond, AND link back to how Abraham’s life was transformed by faith 


and hope in God in Branch 1’s work as a point of reference. 


 


NB, as RED (p137) states, if using an alternative to the Bible to share 


the story of Elijah, ensure it is free from stereotyping or inaccuracies 


–


 


this will need checking with the GNT Bible (or other approved text) 


beforehand


.


 


I


n 


terms of the hermeneutic


al lens


, note that this story of Elijah is 


written as an epic. 


T


he 


‘


goodies


’


 


are really 


good and the 


‘


baddies


’


 


are 


really bad. 


I


t 


is 


important


 


to note the cultural a


nd religious context 


and to note the message for people reading it then and reading it no


w.


 


It may be helpful to share this animation 


–


 


perhaps in part, or in full, if 


appropriate. NB watch it beforehand for suitability for your class. 


Please note 


–


 


it covers more of Elijah’s story than RED requires 


Testament 


-


 


The Bible in Animation 


–


 


Elijah:  


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AwJMTcCBoLs


 


 




Year  4 :  Prophecy and Promise     (TB = Teacher Book; PB = Pupil Book ; EO = Expected Outcomes ; RED = Religious  Education Directory ; GNT = Good News Translation )    

Content through Lenses  Model Curriculum  Expected  Outcomes    The Vine and the Branches  Support Notes  

H:  The miracle of the flour  and the oil (1 Kings 17:7 - 14)   H:  Elijah’s encounter with  God: the journey 1 Kings 19:4 - 8, The meeting: 1 Kings 19:9 - 15   H:  The preaching of John the  Baptist (Matt 3:1 - 12 and Mk  1:1 - 8)   H:  What is meant by  ‘prophecy’.    U4.2.1  Describe what a  prophet is drawing on Elijah  and John the Baptist as  examples.  TB (p22) has a brief definition of a prophet   NB: TB (p22) states ‘ Explain what a prophet is ’, though  EO = ‘ Describe’   To fulfil this EO completely i.e. ‘ drawing on …’, will  need to know more about Elijah and John the Baptist  from future lessons so could begin this EO introducing  prophecy and prophets, then complete the EO after a  few more lessons     NB: is also a short paragraph about prophets at top of  page in PB (p43)   NB: RED teacher notes state:   ‘ Pupils will then make links between  Elijah and John the Baptist. ’    It may be appropriate to share some of the info from this clip even if  not sharing the clip  –   it will need unpacking further with pupils  though:  https://www.catholiccentral.com/catholic - central - episodes/prophets     NB  –   make  link with the Nicene Creed = Core Catholic belief s a nd  recited at Mass each Sunday :  ‘ I believe in  the Holy S pirit , the Lord, the  Giver of life, who proceeds from  th e Father and the Son, who   with the  Father and the Son is adored and glorified,  who has spoken through  the prophets ’  

H:  The miracle of the flour  and the oil (1 Kings 17:7 - 14)   H:  Elijah’s encounter with  God: the journey 1 Kings 19:4 - 8, The meeting: 1 Kings 19:9 - 15   H:   The importance of  understanding historical  context to appreciate the  literal sense of biblical stories.      U4.2.2  Show some  understanding of the cultural  and religious context of Elijah’s  time and why people needed  to be reminded of God’s  covenant.    4.2.1 The Prophet Elijah   Has a  brief summary of the context of Elijah’s time in  PB (p34) and TB (p20)   TB (p22) ppt  –   states it is essential to know about  Moses before teaching 4.2.2. This needs to be shared  in the context of a God calling a people, the Israelite  people into a covenantal relationship  after   calling the  person, Abraham, the father of a great nation (the  Israelites). They will learn more about Moses next  year, though it is a helpful ppt to show why prophets  were sent by God.   Link learning from PB and TB to RED notes p134   4.2.2 Elijah on Mt Carmel   Context to this meeting with the prophets of Baal will  be required. Teacher could read the whole religious  account around this and summarise for pupils. PB  (p38) first paragraph is a brief summary.    If you have shared the ppt on Moses with the class,  consider expanding the ‘Key points to learn from  Elijah’ from TB (p23) to reference the 10  Commandments given to Moses for the Israelite  people  –   these commandments were given by God to NB: RED states, ‘ Through this year the pupils will learn about people  whose lives have been transformed by faith and hope in God …   Pupils  will explore aspects of the story of Elijah whose story shows the  importance of faith and hope in God even in desperate times. ’   (RED  p131)   Explore how Elijah’s life has been  transformed by faith and hope in  God .   Link back to this point regularly throughout the branch, and  beyond, AND link back to how Abraham’s life was transformed by faith  and hope in God in Branch 1’s work as a point of reference.    NB, as RED (p137) states, if using an alternative to the Bible to share  the story of Elijah, ensure it is free from stereotyping or inaccuracies  –   this will need checking with the GNT Bible (or other approved text)  beforehand .   I n  terms of the hermeneutic al lens , note that this story of Elijah is  written as an epic.  T he  ‘ goodies ’   are really  good and the  ‘ baddies ’   are  really bad.  I t  is  important   to note the cultural a nd religious context  and to note the message for people reading it then and reading it no w.   It may be helpful to share this animation  –   perhaps in part, or in full, if  appropriate. NB watch it beforehand for suitability for your class.  Please note  –   it covers more of Elijah’s story than RED requires  Testament  -   The Bible in Animation  –   Elijah:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AwJMTcCBoLs    

