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Creation and Covenant…

‘In this branch, pupils will encounter the God who creates 
and calls a people: all that is comes from God (Creation); 
God calls his people and has a covenantal relationship with 
them’

(adapted from RED p62)

What’s the Big picture?

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Prophecy and Promise…

‘In this branch, pupils will explore the Christian 
understanding of the teaching of the prophets as they point 
to the fulfilment of God’s promise in a messiah, Jesus 
Christ; the expectant waiting for the Messiah through the 
Advent season and how this speaks to Christians today as 
they wait for Christ; the story of the nativity of Jesus and 
the mystery of the incarnation’

(adapted from RED p62)

What’s the Big picture?

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


What’s the Big picture?

Adoration of the Shepherds by Gerard van Honthorst

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


RED Conference Workshop three - Believe

To put it another way



Galilee to Jerusalem…

‘God’s only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has made him 
known’ (Jn 1:18). In this branch, pupils will experience the 
ministry of Jesus, the Word of God. They will learn about 
the life of Jesus and his revelation of the Kingdom of God 
through parables, encounters, miracles, and teachings. 
They will learn about the call of the disciples and the nature 
of being a follower of Jesus.’ (RED p62)

What’s the Big picture?

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Galilee 
to 

Jerusalem
Season of Christmas

Ordinary time

3. Primary



Conceived by the 
power of the Holy 
Spirit

Born of the Virgin
Mary (in Bethlehem)

The Holy Family
escaped to Egypt

Suffered under 
Pontius Pilate

Was crucified,
died and was buried

On the third day
he rose again

He 
descended 
into hell

He ascended into 
heaven and is 
seated on the 
right hand of the 
Father (40 days 
after his 
Resurrection)

He will come 
again to 
judge the 
living and the 
dead
(at the end 
of time)

Jesus was tempted by 
Satan in the desert

Jesus Timeline
As seen in the Gospels:

Our core beliefs about Jesus 
(referencing the Apostles Creed)

Presentation of Jesus 
in the Temple

Jesus in the Temple 
with the elders

0 AD 30 AD 33 AD



He worked with human hands, He thought with a 
human mind, acted by human choice and loved with a 
human heart. Born of the Virgin Mary, He has truly 
been made one of us, like us in all things except sin.
“

”Gaudium et Spes, 22



We believe and confess that Jesus of 
Nazareth, born a Jew of a daughter of 
Israel at Bethlehem at the time of King 
Herod the Great and the emperor 
Caesar Augustus, a carpenter by trade, 
who died crucified in Jerusalem under 
the procurator Pontius Pilate during 
the reign of the emperor Tiberius, is 
the eternal Son of God made man.

“

”Catechism, 423



• When we teach, we assume that both we and the children 
know this world. Do we know what the roles of Pharisees and 
Sadducees were when Jesus was conducting his ministry? Do 
we know the difference between synagogue and Temple? In 
order for the children to understand scripture they (and us) 
need to enter and understand the context and the world it 
was written in. 

• Consider the Biblical world we enter, it is like entering a Tardis 
and it is far removed from the children’s experience of their 
world.

• Key question to consider: Do I understand the world that I am 
entering?

http://www.thebibledoctor.com/ 

Understanding scripture – Margaret Carswell

http://www.thebibledoctor.com/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
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The Hermeneutical Landscape

• Notice:
• 3 discrete circles – 

separated by a gap

• the way the author 
and community are 
facing

• that you can’t see 
from the Scripture 
passage to us 
without going 
through the author 
and their community





The Hermeneutical Landscape: A message wrapped in words



Ask questions about 
the world we read 

about: places, 
customs, roles, 

religious and social 
mores 

Ask questions about 
the author and the 

community they 
wrote for

Ask questions about 
the way the author 

wrote

Ask if, how a 
contemporary 

audience might 
understand this 

passage now

The outcomes 
demand that we 
teach Scripture 
as the Church 
expects us to..
That we….

Ask what the original 
audience might have 
taken away from this 

passage



Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 4
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/posters-for-schools/  

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/posters-for-schools/


Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 4
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Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3

The Inspiration of St Matthew, Caravaggio

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


‘In this branch, pupils will consider Jesus’ question to Peter, 
‘Who do you say I am?’ They will also reflect on Jesus as the 
servant Messiah and how he announces the Kingdom of 
Heaven to those at the edge of society.’ (RED p137)

Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 4

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 4

Plan of the Book
I     The Birth and Infancy of Jesus   1-2
II    The Kingdom of Heaven is Announced  3-7
III   The Kingdom of Heaven is Preached  8-10
IV   The Mystery of the Kingdom of Heaven  11:1 – 13:52
V    The Church, First-fruits of the Kingdom of Heaven 13:53 – 18
VI   The Approaching Advent of the Kingdom of Heaven 19 – 25
VII  Passion and Resurrection    26 – 28

from The New Jerusalem Bible

The YouCat Bible

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


‘It is essential that, alongside learning from Scripture, pupils 
understand the historical and cultural context in which Jesus’ 
healings occur. In the time of Jesus, many illnesses were seen as 
making a person ‘impure’. Under the rituals of the Law of Moses, 
many things could make someone ritually unclean. Examples include 
skin diseases (such as leprosy), childbirth, touching a corpse, or 
eating prohibited food.’(RED p137)

Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 4

13 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2 “When a 
person has on the skin of his body a swelling or an eruption or 

a spot, and it turns into a case of leprous[a] disease on the 
skin of his body, then he shall be brought to Aaron the priest 

or to one of his sons the priests, 3 and the priest shall 
examine the diseased area on the skin of his body. And if the 

hair in the diseased area has turned white and the disease 
appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it is a case of 
leprous disease. When the priest has examined him, he shall 

pronounce him unclean. (Lev 13:1-3)

These are the living things that you may eat among all the animals that are on 
the earth. 3 Whatever parts the hoof and is cloven-footed and chews the cud, 
among the animals, you may eat. 4 Nevertheless, among those that chew the 
cud or part the hoof, you shall not eat these: The camel, because it chews the 

cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 5 And the rock badger, 
because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 6 And 
the hare, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to 

you. 7 And the pig, because it parts the hoof and is cloven-footed but does not 
chew the cud, is unclean to you. 8 You shall not eat any of their flesh, and you 

shall not touch their carcasses; they are unclean to you. (Lev 11:2-8)

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


‘Impurity could ceremonially be passed to 
others through personal contact. When 
someone was seen as ceremonially impure, 
they were separated from the community 
and during their period of impurity could 
not worship with them. However, purity 
could be restored by following the Law, 
depending on the extent of the impurity. 
Purification could happen through various 
rites, from ritual washing to animal 
sacrifice as atonement (penance) for 
uncleanliness.’(RED p137-8)

Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 4

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/sacrifice-and-atonement/ NB: this is not a Catholic perspective, so although the explanation of 
Biblical sacrifice is helpful, it does talk about The Lord’s Supper as a re-enactment. The Catholic Church teaches that it is much more than 
this – ‘it is the one sacrifice of Christ, which completes and surpasses all sacrifices, made present in the celebration of the Eucharist’ (YC p125).

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/sacrifice-and-atonement/


‘However, diseases such as leprosy could not be cured and became 
associated with a moral impurity or personal sinfulness. Lepers were outcasts 
for the whole of their lives. In this context, Jesus’ approach to those who 
were ritually unclean is remarkable. He reaches out to them, making himself 
unclean in the eyes of the Law, taking their impurity onto himself and curing 
them of their affliction. Jesus’ holiness overcomes their illness and their ritual 
impurity.’(RED p138)

Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 4

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/




‘In the Old Testament 
sickness was often 
experienced as a severe 
trial, against which one 
could also see God’s hand. 
In the prophets the thought 
appears that sufferings are 
not just a curse and not 
always the consequences of 
personal sin, that by 
patiently bearing sufferings 
one can also be there for 
others.’(CCC  1502)

Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 4

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 4

‘Today, we understand how and why many diseases happen through infection, and the 
practices of Jesus’ time can seem very unfamiliar. It is crucial that when pupils learn 
about the rituals of the Jewish faith, they recognise that the laws protect the broader 
community from spreading infectious diseases. For example, touching a dead body could 
spread an infectious disease in a time without antiseptics or antibiotics. Similarly, today 
illnesses such as epilepsy are understood scientifically. However, in the time of Jesus, 
people believed that an evil spirit caused some diseases, often called a demon, devil, or 
djinn in some cultures. 
When Jesus casts out or exorcises a devil, he is curing them of an unexplained illness that 
sometimes takes possession of their whole mind, body, and spirit. Again, though this 
seems far removed from modern medicine, thinking in picture language can help explain 
how illnesses can, at times, feel to take possession of a person in mind or body or both. 
Jesus extends his merciful, healing help and restores each person to wellness. 
In the same way, the Sacrament of Reconciliation extends God’s mercy to each person in 
their human brokenness.
RED p138)

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/




CCC

Links Knowledge lens content
St Peter
CCC 153, 
440,
442

Miracles
YCfK 25 YC
90-91

CCC 547-

550

John the 
Baptist 
CCC 718

Incarnation
YCfK 23-26
CCC 461-

464

Messiah/ 
Christ

YCfK 24, YC 

73

CCC 436-

440,

453

Care of 
the sick

Hear

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will hear the following key texts:

• Peter’s mother-in-law and casting out devils (Matt 8:14-17)

• Cure of the woman with a haemorrhage. The official’s daughter raised to life (Matt 

9:18-26) or Cure of two blind men and cure of a demoniac (Matt 9:27-34)

• The Baptist’s question (Matt 11:1-15)

• Jesus walks on the water and, with him, Peter (Matt 14:22-33)

• Peter’s profession of faith (Matt 16:13-26)

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know some facts about:

• The importance of understanding historical context and cultural values at the time 

of the gospels.

Believe

By the end of this unit of study, students will know that the Church teaches that:

• Jesus is the Messiah/Christ but in a way that subverted the expectations of those 

of his own day: Jesus comes as a suffering servant, not a triumphant king.

• Jesus is fully God and fully human. We call this belief the incarnation.

• Jesus reveals the kind of messiah he is by showing that God’s Kingdom includes those 

who are excluded by society.

• Jesus showed compassionate healing in mind and body through his ministry and 

continues to do so through His Body, the Church, especially in the sacraments, such 

as the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the Anointing of the Sick.

YC 241 CCC

1503-1505

Creed
YC 26 CCC
185-186, 192-

197

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 
YCfK 63, 83, 

85

YC 224, 231-

233

CCC 1450-

1460,

1490-1492, 

1494

Anointing of 
the Sick

YCfK 88-91YC 

244

Advent
CCC 524

Celebrate

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will 

know:

• Why Catholics pray the Creed at Mass.

• How Catholics experience God’s 

forgiveness in the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation and through it are 

reconciled with their community and 

how the Anointing of the Sick brings 

God’s strength to help those who are 

sick.

Live

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will 

know:

• How the work of a person or organisation 

who has been inspired by Jesus, work 

with those marginalised by societal 

attitudes to illness (e.g., St Francis 

Leprosy Guild, St Damien of Molokai, 

Ruth Pfau, Catholics for AIDS prevention 

and Support (CAPS), Sr Julie Driscoll and 

the House of Ruth).

Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 4

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 4
Expected outcomes

Understand

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to:

U4.3.1. Show understanding of why some people gave Jesus the title ‘Christ’ (the anointed one) by making links with the Scripture studied.

U4.3.2. Make links between Jesus’ speech to John the Baptist’s followers and signs that he is the Messiah.

U4.3.3.

Show understanding of the belief that Jesus reveals the kind of messiah he is by showing that God’s Kingdom includes those who are excluded by society, making 

relevant links to the Scripture studied.

U4.3.4. Using some religious vocabulary, describe the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the Sacrament of the Sick.

U4.3.5. Make relevant links between the belief in that Jesus is the Messiah and the Nicene Creed (specifically Articles 2-4) and suggest why Catholics say this prayer.

U4.3.6.

Describe the work of a person or organisation who has been inspired by Jesus to work with those marginalised by societal attitudes to illness making links 

with the virtues of faith, hope, and love. (RVE)

Discern

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to talk and think critically and creatively about

what they have studied, for example, through:

D4.3.1. Thinking about and discussing answers to Jesus’ question, ‘Who do you say I am?’, consider the response of Peter and the response of Christians today.

D4.3.2.

Considering the claim ‘The miracles that Jesus worked were signs that the Kingdom of God was beginning. They expressed his love for humankind and 

reaffirmed his mission’ (YOUCAT 91), expressing a point of view, supported by relevant reasons, in response to this statement.

Respond

During this unit of study, pupils will be invited to respond to their learning, for example by:

R4.3.1. Reflecting on those that society excludes today and consider how they could show love for these people as Jesus did. (RVE)

R4.3.2. Considering how Jesus serves others and discussing how Christians can follow this example today. What could this mean for their lives and the lives of their 

local communities? (RVE)

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 4

Knowledge lens content

Hear

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will hear the following key texts:

• Peter’s mother-in-law and casting out devils (Matt 8:14-17)

• Cure of the woman with a haemorrhage. The official’s daughter 

raised to life (Matt 9:18-26) or Cure of two blind men and cure of a 

demoniac (Matt 9:27-34)

• The Baptist’s question (Matt 11:1-15)

• Jesus walks on the water and, with him, Peter (Matt 14:22-33)

• Peter’s profession of faith (Matt 16:13-26)

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know some facts about:

• The importance of understanding historical context and cultural 

values at the time of the gospels.

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 4
Believe

By the end of this unit of study, students will know that the Church teaches that:

• Jesus is the Messiah/Christ but in a way that subverted the expectations of those of 

his own day: Jesus comes as a suffering servant, not a triumphant king.

• Jesus is fully God and fully human. We call this belief the incarnation.

• Jesus reveals the kind of messiah he is by showing that God’s Kingdom includes those 

who are excluded by society.

• Jesus showed compassionate healing in mind and body through his ministry and 

continues to do so through His Body, the Church, especially in the sacraments, such as 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the Anointing of the Sick.

Celebrate

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know:

• Why Catholics pray the Creed at Mass.

• How Catholics experience God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconciliation and 

through it are reconciled with their community and how the Anointing of the Sick 

brings God’s strength to help those who are sick.

Live

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know:

How the work of a person or organisation who has been inspired by Jesus, work with those 

marginalised by societal attitudes to illness (e.g., St Francis Leprosy Guild, St Damien of 

Molokai, Ruth Pfau, Catholics for AIDS prevention and Support (CAPS), Sr Julie Driscoll and the 

House of Ruth).

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 4

Key vocab:

• Messiah 

• Christ 

• incarnation 

• kingdom

• Sacrament of the Sick 

• Nicene Creed

• marginalised

How will you support the learning and usage of 
these key vocab terms?

How will you ensure they are understood in 
context?

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


1. Read the Teacher notes from the RED for the Year group and for the branch

2. Note the lens content in the RED (Hear, Believe, Celebrate, Live) for the branch. 
This will help you to recognise the key content that should be taught. [NB – find 
out more about the lenses in the RED (p23-35)]

3. Note the Expected Outcomes in the RED (Understand, Discern, Respond) for the 
branch

4. Read the Teacher Book (TB), this contains theological notes and also identifies 
the learning linked to the Expected Outcomes

5. Read the guidance from the Diocese on each branch as these show how the 
RED, TB and PB talk to each other. They may provide a helpful basis for your 
planning

NB: Note the key vocab for the branch is in the Teacher Book (TB)

Planning

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Planning

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Assessment

• Refer to the prescribed outcomes for the branch. These will 
form the foundation of assessment as they are what pupils 
are expected to know by the end of that phase. For example:

Ages 5-7

Revelation

Recognise in an age-appropriate way that the Church teaches that all that is comes from God, Our 

Father, who made heaven and Earth.

U.1.1.2

Recognise that, for Christians, the Christmas story reveals God’s love by sending Jesus his Son. U1.2.1

Identify some of the people that encounter Jesus and recognise that he is special. U1.3.1

Sacred Scripture

Be introduced to the Bible as a special book and encounter the stories and accounts of how people 

came to know God and the Good News of Jesus in the gospels.

U1.2.2

Expected outcomes

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Thanks be to you, my Lord Jesus Christ,  for all the 
benefits you have given me, 

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 

may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
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