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Creation and Covenant…

‘In this branch, pupils will encounter the God who creates 
and calls a people: all that is comes from God (Creation); 
God calls his people and has a covenantal relationship with 
them’

(adapted from RED p62)

What’s the Big picture?

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Prophecy and Promise…

‘In this branch, pupils will explore the Christian 
understanding of the teaching of the prophets as they point 
to the fulfilment of God’s promise in a messiah, Jesus 
Christ; the expectant waiting for the Messiah through the 
Advent season and how this speaks to Christians today as 
they wait for Christ; the story of the nativity of Jesus and 
the mystery of the incarnation’

(adapted from RED p62)

What’s the Big picture?

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


What’s the Big picture?

Adoration of the Shepherds by Gerard van Honthorst

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


RED Conference Workshop three - Believe

To put it another way



Galilee to Jerusalem…

‘God’s only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has made him 
known’ (Jn 1:18). In this branch, pupils will experience the 
ministry of Jesus, the Word of God. They will learn about 
the life of Jesus and his revelation of the Kingdom of God 
through parables, encounters, miracles, and teachings. 
They will learn about the call of the disciples and the nature 
of being a follower of Jesus.’ (RED p62)

What’s the Big picture?

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Galilee 
to 

Jerusalem
Season of Christmas

Ordinary time

3. Primary



Conceived by the 
power of the Holy 
Spirit

Born of the Virgin
Mary (in Bethlehem)

The Holy Family
escaped to Egypt

Suffered under 
Pontius Pilate

Was crucified,
died and was buried

On the third day
he rose again

He 
descended 
into hell

He ascended into 
heaven and is 
seated on the 
right hand of the 
Father (40 days 
after his 
Resurrection)

He will come 
again to 
judge the 
living and the 
dead
(at the end 
of time)

Jesus was tempted by 
Satan in the desert

Jesus Timeline
As seen in the Gospels:

Our core beliefs about Jesus 
(referencing the Apostles Creed)

Presentation of Jesus 
in the Temple

Jesus in the Temple 
with the elders

0 AD 30 AD 33 AD



He worked with human hands, He thought with a 
human mind, acted by human choice and loved with a 
human heart. Born of the Virgin Mary, He has truly 
been made one of us, like us in all things except sin.
“

”Gaudium et Spes, 22



We believe and confess that Jesus of 
Nazareth, born a Jew of a daughter of 
Israel at Bethlehem at the time of King 
Herod the Great and the emperor 
Caesar Augustus, a carpenter by trade, 
who died crucified in Jerusalem under 
the procurator Pontius Pilate during 
the reign of the emperor Tiberius, is 
the eternal Son of God made man.

“

”Catechism, 423



• When we teach, we assume that both we and the children 
know this world. Do we know what the roles of Pharisees and 
Sadducees were when Jesus was conducting his ministry? Do 
we know the difference between synagogue and Temple? In 
order for the children to understand scripture they (and us) 
need to enter and understand the context and the world it 
was written in. 

• Consider the Biblical world we enter, it is like entering a Tardis 
and it is far removed from the children’s experience of their 
world.

• Key question to consider: Do I understand the world that I am 
entering?

http://www.thebibledoctor.com/ 

Understanding scripture – Margaret Carswell

http://www.thebibledoctor.com/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
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The Hermeneutical Landscape

• Notice:
• 3 discrete circles – 

separated by a gap

• the way the author 
and community are 
facing

• that you can’t see 
from the Scripture 
passage to us 
without going 
through the author 
and their community





The Hermeneutical Landscape: A message wrapped in words



Ask questions about 
the world we read 

about: places, 
customs, roles, 

religious and social 
mores 

Ask questions about 
the author and the 

community they 
wrote for

Ask questions about 
the way the author 

wrote

Ask if, how a 
contemporary 

audience might 
understand this 

passage now

The outcomes 
demand that we 
teach Scripture 
as the Church 
expects us to..
That we….

Ask what the original 
audience might have 
taken away from this 

passage



Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/posters-for-schools/  

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/posters-for-schools/


Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3
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‘In this branch, pupils will encounter the Gospel of St Matthew. 
Matthew’s gospel is divided into seven books. The first contains the 
birth and infancy narratives, the last describes Jesus’ passion, 
death, and resurrection, and the five books in between give an 
account of the life and ministry of Jesus. In parts of this gospel, St 
Matthew gathers similar stories and accounts as they all point to 
the same message. The scriptural texts studied in this branch 
draw from two sections: a narrative section on ten miracles and 
a sermon on parables. Jesus may not have performed ten miracles 
in sequence or told parables one after the other, but St Matthew 
puts them together as they all indicate a greater truth about 
building the Kingdom of God.’ (RED p120-121)

Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3

Plan of the Book
I     The Birth and Infancy of Jesus   1-2
II    The Kingdom of Heaven is Announced  3-7
III   The Kingdom of Heaven is Preached  8-10
IV   The Mystery of the Kingdom of Heaven  11:1 – 13:52
V    The Church, First-fruits of the Kingdom of Heaven 13:53 – 18
VI   The Approaching Advent of the Kingdom of Heaven 19 – 25
VII  Passion and Resurrection    26 – 28

from The New Jerusalem Bible

The YouCat Bible

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


‘Parables are one of Jesus’ teaching methods. In using them, he 
prompts listeners to think differently. Who would think a kingdom 
could be like a seed? He roots many of his parables in his time’s 
domestic and agricultural habits, which may need some explaining 
to pupils today.’(RED p120-121)

Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


‘For example, in the parable of the sower, we see a farmer so generous 
with expensive seed he lets it fall onto the path or stony ground. Such an 
idea would have captured the imagination of an audience who would be 
more familiar with carefully preparing soil and sowing expensive seed 
only where it would grow. As a literary form, they are story puzzles 
which would prompt conversation about what Jesus meant, a 
conversation that continues to this day.’ (RED p120-121)

Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Miracles and Parables
Jesus spent much of 
the three years of his 
ministry preaching 
and teaching.

What teachings of 
Jesus do you know?

Some of his 
teachings were given 
as story, known as 
parables

Jesus was a man 
of action

The Gospels tell 
of the miracles 
he performed

“You know about Jesus of Nazareth and how 
God poured out on him the Holy Spirit and 
power. He went everywhere, doing good and 
healing all who were under the power of the 
devil, for God was with him” (Acts 10:38)



Miracles and Parables

• Jesus often spoke in parables when he 
was teaching his disciples or the crowds 
who followed him

• Parable comes from the Greek to ‘throw 
side by side’

• A parable tries to give insight into some 
bigger reality

• By comparing it to something  familiar
• The big reality Jesus most often spoke 

of in parables was the Kingdom of God 
(or Heaven)

• Jesus performed many miracles during his 
ministry

• ‘Miracle’ in the gospels describes a 
dramatic and unusual sign of God’s power 
against the ordinary pattern of nature

• Jesus’ miracles are signs of the Kingdom of 
God breaking the chains of sin and death

• The gospels tell of many healing miracles 
Jesus performed

• Jesus also performed nature miracles



‘The miracles Jesus performs are 
signs of the kingdom of God. On a 
human level, they show his 
compassion. As the Son of God, he 
understands the possibilities of the 
created world and that the 
experience of human suffering will 
pass away in the kingdom of God. So, 
at a ‘cosmic’ level, the miracles are 
signs of his power and ability to 
prompt people into a new way of 
thinking. In the Our Father, Jesus 
invites people to pray for God’s 
kingdom to come.’ (RED p120-121)

Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3

The Cure of the Paralytic, Jesus Mafa Project, Cameroon

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3
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‘The miracles show that when a person’s heart is fully opened to the possibilities 
of faith, as with the centurion, lives can be transformed. Pupils should not expect 
to understand miracles but rather to ask questions about how they call Christians 
to a deeper understanding of how to build the kingdom of God or, to put it 
another way, to experience an epiphany.’ (RED p120-121)

Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/




‘Epiphany means to reveal. 
Following the Christmas season, 
the Sunday gospels cover a 
series of epiphanies in the 
account of his baptism and the 
wedding feast at Cana. In the 
Magi, St Matthew shows that 
all nations welcome the Good 
News of salvation through the 
incarnation of Jesus.’ (RED 
p120-121)

Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3

The Magi, He Qi

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


‘The Magi bow down before him. He is Lord. He is the saviour of 
the world. St Matthew is writing for a community with Jewish 
heritage, whereas St Luke emphasises the recognition of Jesus by 
the poor shepherds. The gifts that the Magi bring point to Jesus 
as king and the one who will proclaim the kingdom of God.’ (RED 
p120-121)

Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3

The Magi, He Qi

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3
CCC

Links Knowledge lens 
content

Miracles
YC 91 CCC
547-549

Parables 
CCC 54

Magi 
CCC 528

Hear

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will hear the 

following key texts: 

Miracles, either:

• Cure of the centurion’s servant (Matt 8:5-13) or

• Cure of a paralytic (Matt 

9:1-8) 

Parables, either:

• Parable of the Sower (Matt 13:4-9)

• Parable of the Sower explained (Matt 13:10-17) or

• Parable of the yeast (Matt 13:33) or

• Parable of the treasure and of the pearl (Matt 

13:44-46) 

For Epiphany:

• The visit of the Magi (Matt 2:1-12)

CCC

Links Knowledge lens content
Magi CCC 
528

Kingdom
YC 89 CCC
541-546

Miracles
YC 91 CCC
547-549, 515

Parables 
CCC 546

Our Father
YCfK 149 YC
517 CCC
2794-2796

Believe

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know that the Church teaches:

• The Adoration of the Magi shows that all people are seeking Jesus, and he comes for the 

whole world.

• The kingdom of God begins in all those who open their hearts to God’s love.

• The miracles that Jesus worked expressed his love for all people and were signs that the 

kingdom of God was beginning.

• Jesus’ parables to show the choices people must make to accept his invitation to the 

kingdom.

Celebrate

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know:

• Praying the ‘Our Father’ helps Christians to continue to build the kingdom begun with 
Jesus.

Live

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know:

• About the life of a saint who worked to build the kingdom of God.151

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3
Expected outcomes

Understand
By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to:

U3.3.1. Retell, in any form, the visit of the Magi and explain what the visit of the Magi and the gifts they bring show us about Jesus.

U3.3.2. Show a simple understanding of what the kingdom of God is and is not.

U3.3.3. Show a simple understanding of a miracle of Jesus (either Matt 8:5-13 or Matt 9:1-8) showing that it is a sign of the kingdom and the compassion 

of Jesus.

U3.3.4. Show knowledge of two parables of Jesus, making links between them, to show some understanding of what the kingdom of God is like.

U3.3.5. Retell one of Jesus’ parables, making simple links between the chosen parable and Jesus’ message about the kingdom of God.

U3.3.6. Recall the ‘Our Father’ prayer and make simple links between the prayer and building the kingdom.

Discern
By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to talk and think critically and creatively about what they have studied, for example, through:

D3.3.1. Asking and answering questions about the feelings of the characters in one of the stories studied. (RVE)

D3.3.2. Reflecting on how Jesus teaches what the kingdom of God is like, including thinking about the ‘Our Father’ prayer.

D3.3.3. Reflecting on how people need to change their behaviour to show their commitment to building the kingdom, comparing responses and asking 

questions about other people’s responses.

Respond
During this unit of study, pupils will be invited to respond to their learning, for example by:

R3.3.1. Considering how people could build the kingdom with reference to the life of a saint.

R3.3.2. Showing understanding of how people would behave in the kingdom of God and reflect on what that might mean for them.

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3

The Inspiration of St Matthew, Caravaggio
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Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3
CCC

Links Knowledge lens 
content

Miracles
YC 91 CCC
547-549

Parables 
CCC 54

Magi 
CCC 528

Hear

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will hear the 

following key texts: 

Miracles, either:

• Cure of the centurion’s servant (Matt 8:5-13) or

• Cure of a paralytic (Matt 

9:1-8) 

Parables, either:

• Parable of the Sower (Matt 13:4-9)

• Parable of the Sower explained (Matt 13:10-17) or

• Parable of the yeast (Matt 13:33) or

• Parable of the treasure and of the pearl (Matt 

13:44-46) 

For Epiphany:

• The visit of the Magi (Matt 2:1-12)
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Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3

CCC

Links Knowledge lens content
Magi CCC 
528

Kingdom
YC 89 CCC
541-546

Miracles
YC 91 CCC
547-549, 515

Parables 
CCC 546

Our Father
YCfK 149 YC
517 CCC
2794-2796

Believe

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know that the Church teaches:

• The Adoration of the Magi shows that all people are seeking Jesus, and he comes for the 

whole world.

• The kingdom of God begins in all those who open their hearts to God’s love.

• The miracles that Jesus worked expressed his love for all people and were signs that the 

kingdom of God was beginning.

• Jesus’ parables to show the choices people must make to accept his invitation to the 

kingdom.

Celebrate

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know:

• Praying the ‘Our Father’ helps Christians to continue to build the kingdom begun with 

Jesus.

Live

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know:

• About the life of a saint who worked to build the kingdom of God.151

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


1. Read the Teacher notes from the RED for the Year group and for the branch

2. Note the lens content in the RED (Hear, Believe, Celebrate, Live) for the branch. 
This will help you to recognise the key content that should be taught. [NB – find 
out more about the lenses in the RED (p23-35)]

3. Note the Expected Outcomes in the RED (Understand, Discern, Respond) for the 
branch

4. Read the Teacher Book (TB), this contains theological notes and also identifies 
the learning linked to the Expected Outcomes

5. Read the guidance from the Diocese on each branch as these show how the 
RED, TB and PB talk to each other. They may provide a helpful basis for your 
planning

NB: Note the key vocab for the branch is in the Teacher Book (TB)

Planning

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Planning
Content through Lenses Model Curriculum 

Expected Outcomes 

The Vine and the Branches Support Notes

H: The visit of the Magi 

(Matt 2:1-12)

B: Know the Adoration of 

the Magi shows that all 

people are seeking Jesus, 

and he comes for the whole 

world.

U3.3.1. Retell, in any 

form, the visit of the 

Magi and explain what 

the visit of the Magi and 

the gifts they bring show 

us about Jesus.

(For the Epiphany)

VB 3.3.1 The Visit of the Magi

TB p28, paragraph 1. Read the theological notes carefully as they provide a context for the 

learning.

TB p30: Starting point activity. 

PB p67/67 – read from book & show PowerPoint (link on p67) 

PB p68 – Discuss Q1 & then recap on 3 gifts and discuss which gifts we would offer Jesus.

Pupil activity: p68 discuss question 2. Adapt the task to list the 3 gifts and their meaning 

and what the gifts show us about Jesus. 

Respond: Extension / Next step question: What gifts could you like to offer Jesus? (e.g. love, 

kindness, consideration for others)

Recap on previous lesson then:

PB p68 hot seating from Q3 to lead into pupil activity. Consider sitting in the ‘hot seat’ 

yourself as the children may not have enough knowledge and understanding to undertake 

this themselves.

Pupil activity: Question 4 “Imagine you are one of the Magi, tell your story. (Use whatever 

method you would usually use to scaffold a retell)

A retell in Y3 will look different to that of a Y1, for example. More understanding of the 

account is required with an emerging ability to make links with other learning. E.g. What is 

the significance of the visit of the Magi? (Jesus is revealed to the whole world – to all people 

– not solely the Israelites). What was the context of Herod’s asking the Magi to report back 

to him? And Why did an angel visit the Magi in a dream?

Discern: D3.3.1 – Asking and answering Qs about the feelings of one of the characters in 

one of the stories studied. 

Which is the most important gift from the Magi? What if the Magi did not bring any gifts? 

What if the family had already fled to Egypt?

Make time over lessons to sing ‘We three Kings’ – focus on the lyrics sung as they explore 

the symbolism of the gifts.

Consider leaving a nativity scene as a focus for Epiphany even if the school year starts 

after the 6th January.

Perhaps you have had the Magi from the nativity set in your classroom travelling closer 

and closer to the crib at Advent. They could then be placed at the crib for Epiphany. 

Remember, there is a tradition amongst Catholics to keep the crib up until 2nd February, 

which is the Feast of the Presentation.

NB – we do not know how many men from the East came to visit Jesus. Why is it 

traditionally thought there were 3 – because of the gifts they brought. This may be a 

good ‘I wonder’ question for the class after reading the Gospel account. 

This article from Vatican News has excellent background information for teachers about 

the Epiphany, including what is meant by ‘Epiphany’ and the symbolism of the gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh. Epiphany-Sunday-reflections. 

Be aware that Matthew was writing for a different audience from Luke, hence the Magi 

(See notes http://www.thebibledoctor.com/about-the-gospel-writers.html )

We Three Kings https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBwL3y-Wlms 

Key Vocabulary:     (can the children use these words in context?)

Epiphany

Magi

Gold 

Frankincense

Myrrh

Adoration

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2018-01/ephiphany-sunday-reflections.html#:~:text=The%20triple%20reactions%3A%20The%20Epiphany,with%20the%20evil%20King%20Herod
http://www.thebibledoctor.com/about-the-gospel-writers.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBwL3y-Wlms


Planning
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Assessment

• Refer to the prescribed outcomes for the branch. These will 
form the foundation of assessment as they are what pupils 
are expected to know by the end of that phase. For example:

Ages 5-7

Revelation

Recognise in an age-appropriate way that the Church teaches that all that is comes from God, Our 

Father, who made heaven and Earth.

U.1.1.2

Recognise that, for Christians, the Christmas story reveals God’s love by sending Jesus his Son. U1.2.1

Identify some of the people that encounter Jesus and recognise that he is special. U1.3.1

Sacred Scripture

Be introduced to the Bible as a special book and encounter the stories and accounts of how people 

came to know God and the Good News of Jesus in the gospels.

U1.2.2

Expected outcomes

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Thanks be to you, my Lord Jesus Christ, for all the 
benefits you have given me, 

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 

may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
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