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• The Big Picture

• Explore Galilee to Jerusalem
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‘The story of all stories…’
• Perhaps the clearest indication of the hermeneutical vision of the RED is its 

structural framework: the branches. If you want to position your teaching for 
‘meaning making’ you must make the most of each branch and how it plays 
into (informs, leads from, anticipates, links to, develops) the others. 

Branch 1 Branch 2 Branch 3 Branch 4 Branch 5 Branch 6

The context 
from which 
Jesus comes

The birth of 
Jesus – the 
fulfillment of 
the prophecy

Jesus’ life: 
from Galilee 
to Jerusalem

The Paschal 
mystery: 
Desert to 
Garden

The Church 
after Jesus: 
‘to the ends 
of the earth’

Space to  
consider 
other faiths 



Creation and Covenant…

‘In this branch, pupils will encounter the God who creates 
and calls a people: all that is comes from God (Creation); 
God calls his people and has a covenantal relationship with 
them’

(adapted from RED p62)

What’s the Big picture?
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Prophecy and Promise…

‘In this branch, pupils will explore the Christian 
understanding of the teaching of the prophets as they point 
to the fulfilment of God’s promise in a messiah, Jesus 
Christ; the expectant waiting for the Messiah through the 
Advent season and how this speaks to Christians today as 
they wait for Christ; the story of the nativity of Jesus and 
the mystery of the incarnation’

(adapted from RED p62)

What’s the Big picture?
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What’s the Big picture?
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RED Conference Workshop three - Believe

To put it another way



Galilee to Jerusalem…

‘God’s only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has made him 
known’ (Jn 1:18). In this branch, pupils will experience the 
ministry of Jesus, the Word of God. They will learn about 
the life of Jesus and his revelation of the Kingdom of God 
through parables, encounters, miracles, and teachings. 
They will learn about the call of the disciples and the nature 
of being a follower of Jesus.’ (RED p62)

What’s the Big picture?
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Galilee 
to 

Jerusalem
Season of Christmas

Ordinary time

3. Primary



Conceived by the 
power of the Holy 
Spirit

Born of the Virgin
Mary (in Bethlehem)

The Holy Family
escaped to Egypt

Suffered under 
Pontius Pilate

Was crucified,
died and was buried

On the third day
he rose again

He 
descended 
into hell

He ascended into 
heaven and is 
seated on the 
right hand of the 
Father (40 days 
after his 
Resurrection)

He will come 
again to 
judge the 
living and the 
dead
(at the end 
of time)

Jesus was tempted by 
Satan in the desert

Jesus Timeline
As seen in the Gospels:

Our core beliefs about Jesus 
(referencing the Apostles Creed)

Presentation of Jesus 
in the Temple

Jesus in the Temple 
with the elders

0 AD 30 AD 33 AD



He worked with human hands, He thought with a 
human mind, acted by human choice and loved with a 
human heart. Born of the Virgin Mary, He has truly 
been made one of us, like us in all things except sin.
“

”Gaudium et Spes, 22



We believe and confess that Jesus of 
Nazareth, born a Jew of a daughter of 
Israel at Bethlehem at the time of King 
Herod the Great and the emperor 
Caesar Augustus, a carpenter by trade, 
who died crucified in Jerusalem under 
the procurator Pontius Pilate during 
the reign of the emperor Tiberius, is 
the eternal Son of God made man.

“

”Catechism, 423





• When we teach, we assume that both we and the children 
know this world. Do we know what the roles of Pharisees and 
Sadducees were when Jesus was conducting his ministry? Do 
we know the difference between synagogue and Temple? In 
order for the children to understand scripture they (and us) 
need to enter and understand the context and the world it 
was written in. 

• Consider the Biblical world we enter, it is like entering a Tardis 
and it is far removed from the children’s experience of their 
world.

• Key question to consider: Do I understand the world that I am 
entering?

http://www.thebibledoctor.com/ 

Understanding scripture – Margaret Carswell
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The Hermeneutical Landscape

• Notice:
• 3 discrete circles – 

separated by a gap

• the way the author 
and community are 
facing

• that you can’t see 
from the Scripture 
passage to us 
without going 
through the author 
and their community



The Hermeneutical Landscape: A message wrapped in words



Ask questions about 
the world we read 

about: places, 
customs, roles, 

religious and social 
mores 

Ask questions about 
the author and the 

community they 
wrote for

Ask questions about 
the way the author 

wrote

Ask if, how a 
contemporary 

audience might 
understand this 

passage now

The outcomes 
demand that we 
teach Scripture 
as the Church 
expects us to..
That we….

Ask what the original 
audience might have 
taken away from this 

passage



Rules for your classroom
Every time you present a piece of scripture you should….. 
• Present it without corruption. 

• Use a version of the text that comes from a real Bible, not a picture story book (check 
it against the GNT, the NRSV or the ESV –or the Children’s Lectionary)

• Name the author. 
• Someone wrote these words, for a community, for a very specific reason

• Contextualise their writing
• Recall who they wrote for and what was happening to them at the time that they 

wrote (date).
• Remember the gap! 

• Identify the literary form of the passage – and work with all of it
• Structure, purpose, key features
• Establish the kind of truth that this literary form ‘carries’

• Make sure pupils know the world you are reading about
• historical, geographical, social, religious elements of the passage 

AND position your teaching to move from the literal to the spiritual



Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 6
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• Scholars think that John’s community 
were a mixture of Jews and Gentiles.

• John’s community have been evicted 
from the synagogue – something he 
mentions three times. He, and they are 
angry. 

• John neither uses nor depends on the 
synoptics; John’s community have 
their own distinctive theological 
position: Jesus is wholly divine. John 
emphasizes this in the ‘mystical’ 
nature of this writing, using metaphor 
and symbols. 

 

The Gospel of John 



• John claims to be an eyewitness account, the 
testimony of the unnamed “disciple whom Jesus 
loved.” This is doubted by contemporary scholarship

• ‘John’ is the author of three letters and a Gospel – not 
Revelation. 

• From Alexandria? Antioch? Ephesus? Not sure but 
persecuted.

• It uses a different structure and chronology from other 
three Gospels
• length of Jesus’ ministry: synoptics, only a year; John 

between two and three years. 
• Multiple visits to Jerusalem

• John was written last, perhaps by someone who knew 
about the other three Gospels, but who wished to 
write a spiritual gospel instead of an historical one?

What we might notice about John’s writing



• John’s Jesus is, without doubt, divine. 
• Much richer in symbolism and imagery: the basis of 

much Christian theology on the identity of Jesus
• High Christology
• No birth – Jesus is the ‘Word’ who has existed since creation
• No parables 
• 7 ‘I am’ statements – bread of life, resurrection, the way, truth 

and life, the door of sheep, light of world…

• The crucifixion 
• Last Supper Passover meal or not? For John Jesus is crucified 

and buried before Passover begins. 
• The only Gospel to have Jesus wash the feet of the disciples

• But, like Matthew he also allows his conflict with the 
Jewish leaders to taint his writing , in fact his hatred of 
‘the Jews’ (not ‘we’) is much more obvious in this Gospel. 

What we might notice about John’s writing



BUT a bonus! 
• All four gospels write about the same land, with the same social, 

cultural and religious contexts. 
• All four believe that Jesus is the Messiah, (Christos), the Son of God 

[of God], Lord, Saviour.
• All four believe that Jesus’ life showed him to be both human and 

divine
• All four believe that Jesus rose from the dead
• All four believe that Jesus gave up his body to return to God
• All four believe that life lived in relationship with God is better – that 

whatever you may be experiencing; pain, conflict, confusion or 
anger, knowing Jesus is knowing God – and that matters. 



Rules for your classroom
Every time you present a piece of scripture you should….. 
• Present it without corruption. 

• Use a version of the text that comes from a real Bible, not a picture story book (check 
it against the GNT, the NRSV or the ESV –or the Children’s Lectionary)

• Name the author. 
• Someone wrote these words, for a community, for a very specific reason

• Contextualise their writing
• Recall who they wrote for and what was happening to them at the time that they 

wrote (date).
• Remember the gap! 

• Identify the literary form of the passage – and work with all of it
• Structure, purpose, key features
• Establish the kind of truth that this literary form ‘carries’

• Make sure pupils know the world you are reading about
• historical, geographical, social, religious elements of the passage 

AND position your teaching to move from the literal to the spiritual



The Senses of Scripture

Catholic approach to reading Scripture:

As Sacred Scripture is inspired it must be read and interpreted in the 
light of the same Spirit by whom it was written

Vatican II indicates 3 criteria for this:

Be attentive ‘to the content and unity of the whole Scripture’ (unity of 
God’s plan, of which Christ is at the heart)

Read Scripture within ‘the living Tradition of the whole Church’ (the 
Holy Spirit gives the Church the spiritual interpretation of the Scripture)

Be attentive to the analogy of faith (the truths of faith themselves and 
within the whole plan of Revelation)



The Senses of Scripture

Catholic approach to reading Scripture:

Literal Sense: the meaning conveyed by the words of Scripture and 
discovered by exegesis (interpretation). Look at the author, the context 
in which the passage/book was written, the audience, how it fits 
within the whole of Scripture 

Spiritual Sense
Moral: the events reported should lead us to act justly

Allegorical: having a more profound understanding of events by 
  recognising their significance in Christ

Anagogical: viewing events in terms of their eternal significance – 
  leading us towards our heavenly home



Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 6
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‘In the next three branches, pupils 
will study the gospel of St John. In 
this gospel, St John presents Jesus 
as the Messiah who reveals his 
kingdom through seven signs. In 
the Bible, the number seven 
indicates perfection. St John 
emphasises Jesus’ divinity through 
his seven ‘I am’ statements that 
are reminders of the revelation of 
God as ‘I am’ to Moses in the 
burning bush (Ex 3:14).’ 

(RED p174)
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‘In this branch, pupils will 
explore the seven signs of John’s 
gospel and one of Jesus’ ‘I am’ 
statements.’ (RED p174)

https://catholic-link.org/images/infographic-the-seven-i-am-statements-of-jesus/ 
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‘1.The Wedding at Cana (Jn 2:1-12) Jesus turns water into wine. He 
can transform created elements – links with the Eucharist.’ (RED p174)

https://catholic-daily-reflections.com/2025/01/18/the-book-of-signs/ 
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‘2. Healing of the official’s son (Jn 4:46-54) Jesus heals with a word, his words 
have power, he is the Word of God. Links with the prologue Jn 1:1-2.’ (RED p174)

Signs in John's Gospel 
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‘3. Healing the man at Bethesda (Jn 5:1-15) Jesus heals on the Sabbath; he is Lord of the Sabbath. 
However, the man does not recognise that Jesus has healed him and goes to speak to the 
authorities. Links with spiritual blindness and seeing Jesus as the Messiah.’ (RED p174)
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‘4. Feeding of the Five Thousand (Jn 6:5-14) Jesus feeds the people as the 
Israelites were fed by manna in the desert. Links with the Eucharist.’ (RED p174)

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/the-pope/pope-francis/fratelli-tutti/fratelli-tutti-short-summary-of-pope-franciss-social-encyclical/
http://twitter.com/share?url=http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/the-pope/pope-francis/fratelli-tutti/fratelli-tutti-short-summary-of-pope-franciss-social-encyclical/
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‘5. Jesus walks on water (Jn 6:16-24) Jesus is the new Moses; as Moses led the 

people across the Red Sea, Jesus leads the way to the Kingdom of God.’ (RED p174)
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‘6. Healing of the man born blind (Jn 9:1-7) Links with healing the man at Bethesda. In this miracle, 
the man recognises Jesus, and he sees physically and spiritually experiencing conversion

and healing.’ (RED p174)
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‘7. The raising of Lazarus 

(Jn 11:1-45) Jesus is the 
way to eternal life. Martha, 
his sister, experiences 
conversion, recognising 
Jesus as ‘the Christ, the Son 
of God’, and then Jesus 
raises Lazarus from the 
dead. This miracle that 
prompts the authorities to 
act against Jesus and the 
events of Holy Week 
follow.’ (RED p174)
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‘Unlike the other gospels, St John’s 
gospel only tells of these seven 
miraculous signs. Each one points 
to a greater truth about Jesus’ 
divine nature. In the seven ‘I am’ 
statements Jesus explains his 
identity in beautiful poetic terms. It 
is suggested pupils explore either 
the ‘I am the bread of life’ (Jn 6:35) 
statement which follows the feeding 
of the five thousand, or the ‘I am 
the Resurrection’ statement, which 
is part of the story of Lazarus.’ 
(RED p174)
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‘Through the Celebrate lens, pupils will consider the purpose of the seven 

sacraments. In this branch, they will not explore each sacrament in detail rather 
explore the purpose of sacraments as part of a life in Christ. By age ten, they 
will be able to notice sacraments that happen once in a lifetime and mark a 
particular point of encounter with God and those that form part of a Catholic’s 
ongoing sacramental life. Each of St John’s seven signs does not point directly to 
a sacrament though they do link with the sacramental imagination.’ (RED p174)

https://bustedhalo.com/tag/sacraments-101-201 
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The Seven Sacraments - The Catechism in a Year 
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‘G.K. Chesterton (1874–1936) embodied what is often called “the sacramental 
imagination.” Along with other poets and novelists associated with this outlook 
(one thinks of George Herbert, George MacDonald, Gerard Manley Hopkins, C. S. 
Lewis, Evelyn Waugh, Graham Greene, and J.R.R. Tolkien, to name only a few), 
Chesterton invited his readers to look at the world in a new way, to see the 
divine splendour that lies concealed in the stuff of ordinary life.

Taking inspiration from both St. Francis of Assisi and George MacDonald, 
Chesterton believed that the spiritual life is an invitation to regain this 
elemental sense of wonder we had when young and to have our spiritual senses 
sharpened so that we can begin seeing the halo of sanctity in all natural things. 
“The whole philosophy of St. Francis,” he reflected, “revolved around the idea of 
a new supernatural light on natural things, which meant the ultimate recovery, 
not the ultimate refusal of natural things.”’

https://robinmarkphillips.com/g-k-chesterton-sacramental-imagination/ 
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‘The Victorian novelist and theologian George MacDonald—whom Chesterton 

aptly dubbed “The St. Francis of Aberdeen”—captured the essence of the 
sacramental imagination when he taught that spiritual maturity involves 
recapturing the sense of wonder we used to have as children. “To cease to 
wonder,” MacDonald wrote, “is to fall plumb-down from the childlike to the 
commonplace—the most undivine of all moods intellectual. Our nature can never 
be at home among things that are not wonderful to us.”’

https://robinmarkphillips.com/g-k-chesterton-sacramental-imagination/ 
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Links Knowledge lens content
Wedding 
at Cana

CCC 1613, 

2618

Miracles 
as signs of 
the 
Kingdom 
of God
CCC 547-549

Scripture

CCC 105-108,

115, 136-137,

139, 141

Mary

2618

Sacraments

YC 172-174

CCC 1084, 

1129,

1146 -1152, 

1210

Hear    By the end of this unit of study, pupils will hear the following key texts:

• The Wedding at Cana (Jn 2:1-12)

• Healing the official’s son (Jn 4:46-54)

• Healing the man at Bethesda (Jn 5:1-47)

• Feeding the 5000 (Jn 6:1-4)

• Walking on water (Jn 6:15-21)

• Healing the Blind Man (Jn 9:1-41)

• Raising of Lazarus (Jn 11:1-57)

• ‘I am the bread of life’ (Jn 6:35) or ‘I am the Resurrection and the life’ (Jn 11:25)

Believe

By the end of this unit of study, students will know that the Church teaches that:

• God inspired the authors of Sacred Scripture.

• Scripture is understood literally and spiritually.

• Mary prays and asks Jesus for help at Cana.

• The Church has seven sacraments. The sacraments of initiation are baptism, confirmation, and Eucharist. The sacraments of healing are penance and anointing of the sick. The sacraments in 

service to Holy Communion are marriage and Holy Orders.

• The purpose of sacraments is to help people grow more like Jesus, and through him become children of God.

• The sacraments engage all the senses, not just intellect and are earthly signs of the presence of God, especially in the Eucharist.

Celebrate

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know:

• The sacraments are meeting points with God that bring people into a closer relationship with God and the community of the Church. They are holy, visible signs of God’s presence and action 

in the life of a Catholic. Through they Catholics experience the ‘healing, forgiving, nourishing, strengthening, presence of God that enables them to love in turn’ (YC p105).

• Different representations in art or music of one of the signs from St John’s gospel or one of the ‘I am’ statements studied.

Live

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know:

• How sacraments are celebrated in their local parish community and how these form part of the life of the local Church.

• How their local parish community (Parish priest and laity) hand on the teaching of Jesus.
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Expected outcomes

Understand
By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to:

U6.3.1. Show understanding of the scripture passages studied identifying authorial intention, recognising that the scripture speaks to people 

literally and carries a deeper spiritual meaning. (RVE)

U6.3.2. Use specialist theological vocabulary to make links between each of the miraculous signs and Christian beliefs about Jesus, including 

some of the sacraments, and how these reveal he is truly God and truly human.

U6.3.3. Use specialist religious vocabulary to make links between one of the ‘I am’ statements and Christian beliefs about Jesus.

U6.4.4. Know the seven sacraments of the Catholic faith and explain the purpose of each sacrament in the life of the Catholic Church.

U6.3.5. Explain the role of the deacon, priest, or bishop in administering the sacraments and why they are a part of sacramental celebrations.

U6.3.6. Describe some ways their local parish community celebrates the sacraments, noticing which are celebrated occasionally, and which 

are celebrated frequently, giving reasons for this.

Discern
By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to talk and think critically and creatively about

what they have studied, for example, through:

D6.3.1. Giving reasons why the Church teaches sacraments are ‘meeting points where God himself is present’ (YCfK 64). Discuss why others 

might disagree.

D6.3.2. Looking at different artistic representations of at least one of the signs in St John’s gospel and discussing the artists’ use of symbolic 

representation, expressing and sharing a personal preference, giving reasons for their choice and listen to contrary points of view. 

(RVE)

Respond
During this unit of study, pupils will be invited to respond to their learning, for example by:

R6.3.1. Reflecting on how the seven signs in John’s gospel speak to them literally and spiritually.

R6.3.2. Considering how stories from scripture speak to people in different ways. (RVE)
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Key vocab:

• Cana 

• Bethesda 

• Lazarus

• sacraments

How will you support the learning and usage of 
these key vocab terms?

How will you ensure they are understood in 
context?
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1. Read the Teacher notes from the RED for the Year group and for the branch

2. Note the lens content in the RED (Hear, Believe, Celebrate, Live) for the branch. 
This will help you to recognise the key content that should be taught. [NB – find 
out more about the lenses in the RED (p23-35)]

3. Note the Expected Outcomes in the RED (Understand, Discern, Respond) for the 
branch

4. Read the Teacher Book (TB), this contains theological notes and also identifies 
the learning linked to the Expected Outcomes

5. Read the guidance from the Diocese on each branch as these show how the 
RED, TB and PB talk to each other. They may provide a helpful basis for your 
planning

NB: Note the key vocab for the branch is in the Teacher Book (TB)

Planning
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Assessment

Facebook Twitter WhatsApp Email

• Refer to the prescribed outcomes for the branch. These will 
form the foundation of assessment as they are what pupils 
are expected to know by the end of that phase. For example:

Ages 5-7

Revelation

Recognise in an age-appropriate way that the Church teaches that all that is comes from God, Our 

Father, who made heaven and Earth.

U.1.1.2

Recognise that, for Christians, the Christmas story reveals God’s love by sending Jesus his Son. U1.2.1

Identify some of the people that encounter Jesus and recognise that he is special. U1.3.1

Sacred Scripture

Be introduced to the Bible as a special book and encounter the stories and accounts of how people 

came to know God and the Good News of Jesus in the gospels.

U1.2.2

Expected outcomes
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Thanks be to you, my Lord Jesus Christ, for all the 
benefits you have given me, 

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 

may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.

WhatsApp Email
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