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‘The story of all stories…’
• Perhaps the clearest indication of the hermeneutical vision of the RED is its 

structural framework: the branches. If you want to position your teaching for 
‘meaning making’ you must make the most of each branch and how it plays 
into (informs, leads from, anticipates, links to, develops) the others. 

Branch 1 Branch 2 Branch 3 Branch 4 Branch 5 Branch 6

The context 
from which 
Jesus comes

The birth of 
Jesus – the 
fulfillment of 
the prophecy

Jesus’ life: 
from Galilee 
to Jerusalem

The Paschal 
mystery: 
Desert to 
Garden

The Church 
after Jesus: 
‘to the ends 
of the earth’

Space to  
consider 
other faiths 



Creation and Covenant…

‘In this branch, pupils will encounter the God who creates 
and calls a people: all that is comes from God (Creation); 
God calls his people and has a covenantal relationship with 
them’

(adapted from RED p62)

What’s the Big picture?
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Prophecy and Promise…

‘In this branch, pupils will explore the Christian 
understanding of the teaching of the prophets as they point 
to the fulfilment of God’s promise in a messiah, Jesus 
Christ; the expectant waiting for the Messiah through the 
Advent season and how this speaks to Christians today as 
they wait for Christ; the story of the nativity of Jesus and 
the mystery of the incarnation’

(adapted from RED p62)

What’s the Big picture?
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What’s the Big picture?

Adoration of the Shepherds by Gerard van Honthorst
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RED Conference Workshop three - Believe

To put it another way



Galilee to Jerusalem…

‘God’s only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has made him 
known’ (Jn 1:18). In this branch, pupils will experience the 
ministry of Jesus, the Word of God. They will learn about 
the life of Jesus and his revelation of the Kingdom of God 
through parables, encounters, miracles, and teachings. 
They will learn about the call of the disciples and the nature 
of being a follower of Jesus.’ (RED p62)

What’s the Big picture?
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Galilee 
to 

Jerusalem
Season of Christmas

Ordinary time

3. Primary



Conceived by the 
power of the Holy 
Spirit

Born of the Virgin
Mary (in Bethlehem)

The Holy Family
escaped to Egypt

Suffered under 
Pontius Pilate

Was crucified,
died and was buried

On the third day
he rose again

He 
descended 
into hell

He ascended into 
heaven and is 
seated on the 
right hand of the 
Father (40 days 
after his 
Resurrection)

He will come 
again to 
judge the 
living and the 
dead
(at the end 
of time)

Jesus was tempted by 
Satan in the desert

Jesus Timeline
As seen in the Gospels:

Our core beliefs about Jesus 
(referencing the Apostles Creed)

Presentation of Jesus 
in the Temple

Jesus in the Temple 
with the elders

0 AD 30 AD 33 AD



He worked with human hands, He thought with a 
human mind, acted by human choice and loved with a 
human heart. Born of the Virgin Mary, He has truly 
been made one of us, like us in all things except sin.
“

”Gaudium et Spes, 22



We believe and confess that Jesus of 
Nazareth, born a Jew of a daughter of 
Israel at Bethlehem at the time of King 
Herod the Great and the emperor 
Caesar Augustus, a carpenter by trade, 
who died crucified in Jerusalem under 
the procurator Pontius Pilate during 
the reign of the emperor Tiberius, is 
the eternal Son of God made man.

“

”Catechism, 423





• When we teach, we assume that both we and the children 
know this world. Do we know what the roles of Pharisees and 
Sadducees were when Jesus was conducting his ministry? Do 
we know the difference between synagogue and Temple? In 
order for the children to understand scripture they (and us) 
need to enter and understand the context and the world it 
was written in. 

• Consider the Biblical world we enter, it is like entering a Tardis 
and it is far removed from the children’s experience of their 
world.

• Key question to consider: Do I understand the world that I am 
entering?

http://www.thebibledoctor.com/ 

Understanding scripture – Margaret Carswell
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The Hermeneutical Landscape

• Notice:
• 3 discrete circles – 

separated by a gap

• the way the author 
and community are 
facing

• that you can’t see 
from the Scripture 
passage to us 
without going 
through the author 
and their community



The Hermeneutical Landscape: A message wrapped in words



Ask questions about 
the world we read 

about: places, 
customs, roles, 

religious and social 
mores 

Ask questions about 
the author and the 

community they 
wrote for

Ask questions about 
the way the author 

wrote

Ask if, how a 
contemporary 

audience might 
understand this 

passage now

The outcomes 
demand that we 
teach Scripture 
as the Church 
expects us to..
That we….

Ask what the original 
audience might have 
taken away from this 

passage



Rules for your classroom
Every time you present a piece of scripture you should….. 
• Present it without corruption. 

• Use a version of the text that comes from a real Bible, not a picture story book (check 
it against the GNT, the NRSV or the ESV –or the Children’s Lectionary)

• Name the author. 
• Someone wrote these words, for a community, for a very specific reason

• Contextualise their writing
• Recall who they wrote for and what was happening to them at the time that they 

wrote (date).
• Remember the gap! 

• Identify the literary form of the passage – and work with all of it
• Structure, purpose, key features
• Establish the kind of truth that this literary form ‘carries’

• Make sure pupils know the world you are reading about
• historical, geographical, social, religious elements of the passage 

AND position your teaching to move from the literal to the spiritual



Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 5
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Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 3
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The Inspiration of St Matthew, Caravaggio
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• Scholars think that Matthew’s community 
were, like Jesus, Jewish.

• The Jewish people (the Israelites) had been 
hoping that someone, a messiah, would 
come to save them from hundreds of years 
of invasions or occupations by other 
nations. 

• They needed someone who would be like 
Moses, a great leader who would defeat the 
oppressors.  

• Consider this for your class: On the title 
page in your RE book write the question they 
were asking Matthew: Is this the 
Messiah, the one we have been 
waiting for? Is Jesus going to be 
the one who will save us? 

The Gospel of Matthew 



• Although Matthew structures his Gospel 
to follow Mark’s basic outline, he then 
arranges it into 5 books called discourses, 
or speeches.

1. The sermon on the mount (Mt 5-7)
2. Instructions to the disciples (Mt 10)
3. Teaching with parables (Mt 13:1-:53)
4. Lessons about greatness (Mt 18)
5. More teaching for the disciples (Mt 24:3-
25)

• This structure replicates the 5 law books 
in the Torah (the ‘law’ section of their 
Scriptures). By arranging his writing into 5 
books he proclaims a new law!

What we might notice about Matthew’s writing



• Matthew’s Jesus is Jewish. He litters his 
writing with direct quotes from the Old 
Testament to show how Jesus fulfills them
• The ancestry of Jesus
• The birth of Jesus

• He also plays with ‘old’ ideas, events and 
people:
• Joseph, the dreams and the journey to Egypt
• The kingdom of God
• Moses – portraying Jesus as the new Moses

• But he also allows his conflict with the 
Jewish leaders to taint his writing about 
them
• The baptism of Jesus

What we might notice about Matthew’s writing



Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 5
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‘In this branch, pupils will explore the ‘new law’ given by 
Jesus, his summary of the law of Moses, and the 
transfiguration of the Jesus, where the disciples Peter, James 
and John see him accompanied by Elijah, the greatest of the 
prophets and Moses, the giver of the Law. Pupils will also 
look at how Jesus shows the love of neighbour in action 
through one of his parables and the Our Father as the 
perfect prayer and summary of the whole gospel (CCC 
2774)..’ (RED p156)
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‘The collection of teaching known as the 
‘Sermon on the Mount’ may have been given 
over time and in different locations but St 
Matthew places Jesus, like Moses, in a high 
place. Pupils will focus on the Beatitudes, though 
the sermon does go on to explain why the new 
law is of a higher standard than the old law. 
Jesus goes beyond the letter of the law into the 
heart of sinful behaviour, it is wrong to kill but it 
is also wrong to show anger, you should love 
your neighbour, but also your enemy.’(RED p156)

Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 5
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‘you should love 
your neighbour, 
but also your 
enemy. St Luke 
illustrates this 
in his account 
of Jesus’ 
parable of the 
Good 
Samaritan.’

(RED p156)

Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 5
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To many a Jew at the time of Jesus the character of the Samaritans was such that a 
Good Samaritan was a contradiction in terms. It is striking that Luke changes the 
dialogue about the two commandments. In Mark’s and Matthew’s accounts Jesus 
answers the question about the commandments, while in Luke Jesus challenges the 
questioner, who then himself gives the right answer. The mugging is depicted in the 
Wadi Qilt, a ravine running down from Anathoth, just north of Jerusalem, to Jericho. 
Its twists and turns give it ideal opportunities for ambush, and it is still occupied by 
(comparatively friendly) bandits.
It is also striking that, in the lawyer’s reply at the very end, despite Jesus’ praise of the 
rescuer, cannot bring himself to pronounce the hated name, ‘Samaritan’, and says 
‘the one who…’. The dry humour of the story consists in the conscientious dilemma of 
the priest and the Levite: if the huddled traveller turns out to be dead, they will incur 
corpse-defilement and be unable to perform their sacred duties! This legal dilemma 
makes the Samaritan’s attentive generosity all the more poignant, for a Samaritan is 
free of any such hang-ups. Love shown to the unfortunate and the down-trodden is 
always a major theme for Luke. But note also the Samaritan’s careful administration 
of his funds: he gives not a blank cheque but two days’ wages, which he will 
supplement on his return if necessary!

Henry Wansborough OSB, Biblical scholar and monk of Ampleforth Abbey
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‘Beatitude comes from the Latin ‘beatus’. In 
English it is often translated to happy or 
blessed, though it is closer to a state of 
happiness, or a state of wholeness in the 
presence of God rather than a passing 
emotion. Like the Ten Commandments, the 
Beatitudes offer an affirmation of what it 
is to have a good life, though Jesus points 
to some unfamiliar paths of happiness for 
the human eye. For example, ‘Happy are 
the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven’, flies in the face of what is judged 
as bringing earthly happiness.’ (RED p156)
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‘The term translated as poor comes 
from a Hebrew word closer to 
‘crouching beggar’. But the poor 
are not attached to material 
things, they are aware of their 
state and need for God, as 
references in Psalm 34:18. The 
additional dimension of the poor 
in spirit calls attention to the 
emptiness of an inner life without 
God. Jesus calls attention to the 
need to love God first, as did 
Moses in the first commandment.’ 

(RED p156)

Galilee to Jerusalem  Year 5

Facebook Twitter WhatsApp Email

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/the-pope/pope-francis/fratelli-tutti/fratelli-tutti-short-summary-of-pope-franciss-social-encyclical/
http://twitter.com/share?url=http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/the-pope/pope-francis/fratelli-tutti/fratelli-tutti-short-summary-of-pope-franciss-social-encyclical/
whatsapp://send/?text=http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/the-pope/pope-francis/fratelli-tutti/fratelli-tutti-short-summary-of-pope-franciss-social-encyclical/
mailto:?subject=I%20wanted%20you%20to%20see%20this%20site&body=Have%20a%20look%20at%20this%20site%20http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/the-pope/pope-francis/fratelli-tutti/fratelli-tutti-short-summary-of-pope-franciss-social-encyclical/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/




Whilst other ‘values’ may be found within the four Gospels and 
New Testament writings, it is the Beatitudes which: “…depict the 
countenance of Jesus Christ and portray his charity”. Gospel 
values cannot therefore be values chosen subjectively from the 
vast corpus of the Old and New Testaments but are objective 
values revealed to us through Christ’s proclamation.

Such objective values are to be found rooted in the Beatitudes, 
the proclamation of Christ’s Sermon on the Mount. The 
Beatitudes also “…reveal the goal of human existence, the 
ultimate end of human acts” and as such are the objective 
‘values’ given by Christ himself. (P16)

Gospel values



Diocese of Shrewsbury

Department of Education

Faithfulness

Integrity

Dignity

Compassion

Humility

Gentleness

Truth

Justice

Forgiveness

Mercy

Purity

Holiness

Tolerance

Peace

Service

Sacrifice



Diocese of Shrewsbury

Department of Education

Faithfulness: Wholly accepting 
of God, accepting God’s Word 

as truth and committing 
oneself to God  

Integrity: The foundation for 
holiness and the very essence 

of personal honesty and 
sincerity

Dignity: Every human being is 
made in God’s image and likeness 

and created out of love. As unique, 
special, and loved individuals 

everyone must be treated with the 
utmost respect and compassion

Compassion: Taking on the 
pain of the sufferer, out of 

love, with the hope that some 
positive good will emerge from 

the shared suffering

Humility: Truly knowing 
oneself and one’s 

shortcomings - willingly 
submitting oneself to God and 

to others for God’s sake

Gentleness: Restraining 
strength by love – to restrain 
the passion of anger through 
love of others. This goes hand 

in hand with humility            

Truth: Uprightness in human 
action; showing oneself true in 
deeds, truthful in words, and 

guarding against pretence, 
being self-serving or 

hypocritical  

Justice: Giving to God and 
one’s neighbour what is due to 

them

Forgiveness: Looking beyond 
the injury to the person in 
need of mercy, healing and 

love

Mercy: Greater than 
forgiveness: allowing the 
person to be once more 

reconciled with God and with 
others

Purity: Attuning one’s intellect 
and one’s will to the demands 

of God’s holiness in one’s 
heart, body and faith.

Holiness: To be perfect, just as 
God in heaven is perfect

Tolerance: Patient forbearance 
in the presence of an evil that 
one is unable or unwilling to 

prevent

Peace: The tranquillity of order 
- the work of justice and the 

effect of charity

Service: Performing one’s 
religious duty towards God and 

one’s moral duty by meeting 
the needs of others 

Sacrifice: Giving of oneself 
completely to God and to 

others



“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven” 

Values: Faithfulness & Integrity

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted”

Values: Dignity & Compassion

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth”

Values: Humility & Gentleness

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied”

Values: Truth & Justice

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy”

Values: Forgiveness & Mercy

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God”

Values: Purity & Holiness

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God”

Values: Tolerance & Peace

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of slander against you 
because of me. Be glad and rejoice for your reward is great in heaven; they persecuted the prophets 
before you in the very same way”

Values: Service & Sacrifice

Diocese of Shrewsbury

Department of Education



Blessed are…. Who does that mean? How are they Blessed?
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The Poor in Spirit

Those who mourn

The Peacemakers

The pure in Heart

Those who hunger and 

thirst for what is right

Those who are falsely persecuted, 

hated and have evil spoken about 

them because of their faith in Jesus

The Merciful

The Meek

Those who are persecuted 

for righteousness’ sake..

Those who are humble, who rely on God for everything – The poor, 

the broken, the lonely, the homeless - anyone on the margins of 

society.

Those who serve others’ needs before their own, those who do not 

demand, those who do not control, those the world doesn’t value, 

the unimportant.

Those who have suffered the loss of loved ones or of things that are 

important to them – country, job, home etc.

Those who speak up and act for others that are oppressed, or those 

who stand up for injustice and give their time and energy to fight for 

God’s justice in the world.

Those who show love and forgiveness to all – even when it is very 

difficult. 

Those who are gentle, kind, loving and keep God’s commandments – 

the innocent. 

Those who always try to bring about peace – with their friends, with 

family members and those who work for peace across the world.

Those who have been punished for speaking up or acting to protect 

or promote God’s teachings and laws. 

Those who love God and follow his teachings and because of this 

they are hated, ridiculed, bullied or even physically hurt or punished. 

Theirs is the Kingdom of 

Heaven

They shall be comforted

They shall inherit the Earth

They will be filled

They will be shown Mercy

They shall see God

They will be called children of 

God

Theirs is the Kingdom of 

Heaven

Their reward is great in 

Heaven
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Blessed are…. Opposite Unhappy are..

The Poor in Spirit

Those who mourn

The Meek

Those who hunger and 

thirst for what is right

The Merciful

The pure in Heart

The Peacemakers

Those who are persecuted 

for righteousness’ sake..

Those who are falsely persecuted, 

hated and have evil spoken about 

them because of their faith in 

Jesus

Those who are rich in possessions but value money above 

God and the needs of others  
The Materialistic

Those who don’t care about or love others enough to miss 

them or care about their loss or absence   The Uncaring

Those who are controlling, arrogant, proud, boastful, grasping 

self - important– always putting themselves first The Prideful

Those who are cowardly or selfish and take no interest or 

action when  they see others suffering injustice
The Selfish

Those who are unforgiving, hard-hearted, unloving, carry 

grudges and seek revenge 
The Unforgiving

Those who don’t live by God’s commandments – lying, 

stealing, hurting and disrespecting others – sinful The Sinful

Those who are quick to escalate a conflict, angry, vengeful  The Angry 

Those who abandon God’s will and what is right to save 

themselves from persecution or punishment   The self- preserving  

Those who deny their faith in order to fit in with those 

around them and avoid ridicule, judgement and hatred of 

others
The Unfaithful  
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‘Both St Matthew and St 
Luke offer Jesus’ summary 
of the law that pupils have 
looked at when studying 
Moses. It is worth 
revisiting this summary in 
light of the Beatitudes and 
consider the implications 
this has for a Christian’s 
way of life. Pupils are 
invited to do this through 
looking at a parable…’

(RED p156)

Email

‘If the commandments say what people need to do to flourish, 
the virtues show people how to live out Jesus’ great 
commandment and lead a good life. The theological virtues of 
faith, hope, and love flow from welcoming the love of God 
and experiencing his loving goodness, or grace, the first part 
of Jesus’ summary of the law’ 
Hear
By the end of this unit of study, pupils will hear the following key 
texts:
• Jesus’ summary of the law (Matt 22:36-40)
Believe
By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know that the Church 
teaches that:
• That Jesus teaches that the most important commandments are 

to love God and to love other people.

(RED p150-151 – Branch 1 C&C)
See also Celebrate and Live
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‘The Parable of the Good Samaritan is 
one example, but teachers could choose 
something less familiar if they felt it 
appropriate. For example, the Rich Man 
and Lazarus (Lk 16: 19- 31), the Workers 
in the Vineyard (Matt 20: 1-16) or the 
Lost Son (Lk 15:11-32).’ (RED p156)
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‘At the Transfiguration Jesus reveals his 
divine glory to his disciples just for a 
moment. Moses and Elijah both 
experience revelations of God on the 
mountain and they are with Jesus at the 
Transfiguration. Moses is the law giver 
and Elijah the prophet who was expected 
before the arrival of the Messiah (Malachi 
4:5). The awe and wonder of the disciples 
reflect that this is a mystery that they 
cannot explain or understand.’ (RED p156)
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‘St Thomas Aquinas describes the 
Our Father as the perfect prayer 
because it shows Christians how 
to ask for what they desire in the 
order they should be desired (CCC 
2763). Pupils could reflect on 
Jesus’ invitation to call God 
‘Father’ or ‘abba’ which is closer 
to Daddy in English. It is a prayer 
that calls Christians into a family 
relationship with God.’ 

(RED p156)
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CCC Links Knowledge lens content

The Beatitudes

YCfK 136, YC

282–284, CCC

1716-1717, 1725-

1726

Transfiguration

CCC 554-556

Our Father

YCfK 149 YC

511-527 CCC

2857-2865

Prayer

YC 483,486

CCC 2629-

2933

Our Father

CCC 2763

Virtues

CCC 1820-1823

Virtues

CCC 2597

Hear

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will hear the following key texts:

• The Beatitudes from the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5:1-12)

• Jesus summarises the law (the great commandment) (Matt 22:36-40, Lk 10:27)

• A parable about living out Jesus’ law (e.g., The Good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37))

• The Transfiguration (Matt 17:1-13)

• Our Father prayer (Matt 6:7-13)

Believe

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know that the Church teaches that:

• The Beatitudes show the loving face of Christ.

• The Beatitudes describe how faithful Christians should aim to live their lives.

• Christian hope and charity unfold from the Beatitudes as they show the path to a life in Christ.

• The Our Father is the perfect prayer given to us by Jesus himself. It is composed of seven petitions.

• At the Transfiguration Jesus revealed his divine glory.

Celebrate

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know:

• A petition is a form of prayer.

• The Our Father is the perfect prayer given to us by Jesus.

• The theological virtues help Christians follow Jesus’ great commandment.

Live

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know:

• That the virtues of faith, hope and love help Christians to live out the Beatitudes.

• Examples of some artists who have imagined the Transfiguration.
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Expected outcomes
Understand

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to:

U5.3.1. Recognise that in the Beatitudes Jesus tells his followers important messages about what makes a life blessed.

U5.3.2. Compare Matthew and Luke’s description of the new law, or great commandment and make links between the new law a 

parable and Jesus’ summary of the law and lessons for Christian life today.

U5.3.3. Make simple links between the Beatitudes and the Ten Commandments.

U5.3.4. Describe accurately in sequence and detail what the disciples see at the Transfiguration, saying something about the 

importance of Moses and Elijah.

U5.3.5. Make links between the seven petitions (requests) of the Our Father and their meaning for Christians.

U5.3.6. Show understanding of how the virtue of either hope or charity (love) links with Jesus’ teaching in the Beatitudes.

Discern
By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to talk and think critically and creatively about

what they have studied, for example, through:

D5.3.1. Expressing a point of view about Jesus’ great commandment as a rule for life.

D5.3.2. Imagining how Peter, James, or John felt at the Transfiguration. Explain their thinking with reference to why this 

event is a mystery.

D5.3.3. Exploring how they and others interpret artists’ meanings, in response to paintings of the Transfiguration.

Respond
During this unit of study, pupils will be invited to respond to their learning, for example by:

R5.3.1. Reflecting on the mystery of the Transfiguration.

R5.3.2. Reflecting on why Jesus invites us to call God ‘Father’.

R5.3.3. Reflecting on the meaning of what they have learned about Jesus’ great commandment for their own lives.

R5.3.4. Reflecting on how the communities they are part of could be transformed if everyone chose to love their neighbour as 

themselves. (RVE)
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Key vocab:

• Beatitude 

• sermon 

• petition 

• Transfiguration 

• Our Father 

• virtue

How will you support the learning and usage of 
these key vocab terms?

How will you ensure they are understood in 
context?
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1. Read the Teacher notes from the RED for the Year group and for the branch

2. Note the lens content in the RED (Hear, Believe, Celebrate, Live) for the branch. 
This will help you to recognise the key content that should be taught. [NB – find 
out more about the lenses in the RED (p23-35)]

3. Note the Expected Outcomes in the RED (Understand, Discern, Respond) for the 
branch

4. Read the Teacher Book (TB), this contains theological notes and also identifies 
the learning linked to the Expected Outcomes

5. Read the guidance from the Diocese on each branch as these show how the 
RED, TB and PB talk to each other. They may provide a helpful basis for your 
planning

NB: Note the key vocab for the branch is in the Teacher Book (TB)

Planning
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• Refer to the prescribed outcomes for the branch. These will 
form the foundation of assessment as they are what pupils 
are expected to know by the end of that phase. For example:

Ages 5-7

Revelation

Recognise in an age-appropriate way that the Church teaches that all that is comes from God, Our 

Father, who made heaven and Earth.

U.1.1.2

Recognise that, for Christians, the Christmas story reveals God’s love by sending Jesus his Son. U1.2.1

Identify some of the people that encounter Jesus and recognise that he is special. U1.3.1

Sacred Scripture

Be introduced to the Bible as a special book and encounter the stories and accounts of how people 

came to know God and the Good News of Jesus in the gospels.

U1.2.2

Expected outcomes
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Thanks be to you, my Lord Jesus Christ, for all the 
benefits you have given me, 

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 

may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.

WhatsApp Email
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