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Prayer
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Father in heaven,

may the faith you have given us

in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,

and the flame of charity enkindled

in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,

reawaken in us the blessed hope

for the coming of your Kingdom.



May your grace transform us

into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.

May those seeds transform from within both 
humanity and the whole cosmos

in the sure expectation

of a new heaven and a new earth,

when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,

your glory will shine eternally.



May the grace of the Jubilee

reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,

a yearning for the treasures of heaven.

May that same grace spread

the joy and peace of our Redeemer

throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed,

be glory and praise for ever. 

Amen
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• Explore Dialogue and Encounter
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Has it been possible to see the story of salvation throughout the five 

branches now that you are near the end of teaching it? 

How has this been possible?

Has it been possible to see the overarching theme for the year group 

being taught?

(Y1 – revelation; Y2 – Baptism; Y3 – Eucharist; Y4 – How people’s 

lives are transformed by God)

The Big Picture

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
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Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

What is Branch Six?



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

It is not a new initiative…



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

What does the 
Church teach?

“Respect and love ought to be 
extended also to those who 
think or act differently than we 
do in social, political and even 
religious matters. In fact, the 
more deeply we come to 
understand their ways of 
thinking through such courtesy 
and love, the more easily will 
we be able to enter into 
dialogue with them.” (GS,n:27)



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Nostra 
Aetate
“The Catholic Church rejects 
nothing that is true and holy in 
these religions.”  (n:2)

First World Day of Prayer, Assisi 1982



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Ecclesiam Suam (1964)
• Self-awareness

• Call for renewal of the Church

• Dialogue, ‘concerns the relationships that the 
Church of today should establish with the world 
that surrounds it and in which it lives and labours’ 
n:13

• Dialogue is transcendent in origin, since God 
initiated dialogue in the Incarnation; the whole 
history of salvation is a dialogue, a fact we must 
recall and one that encourages us to open this 
dialogue with other(s) (n:72-4)

Humankind
Believers in the one 
God, Jews, Muslims 

Afro-Asiatic
Christianity

Dialogue 
within 

Catholicism



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

The Identity of a Catholic School for 
a Culture of Dialogue 

“We cannot 
create a culture 
of dialogue if we 
do not have 
identity.”

Pope Francis visits synagogue in Rome
Image NBC news 17.01.16



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Thinking about implications for the 
RE classroom
• Dialogue and Encounter (branch six) is about 

understanding how the Catholic worldview informs 
relationships with people of different religious and 
areligious worldviews.

• It is about developing pedagogies of intercultural 
dialogue that allow genuine exchange and encounter to 
take place.

• It is not tied to the liturgical year so can be ‘distributed’.
• It is not a block of time to ‘exhibit’ facts about a range of 

beliefs. 



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Starting points

Dialogue is:
a. Learning about the 

diversity in Catholicism 
and Christianity.

b. Understanding 
Christianity in a global 
and cultural context.

Encounter is:
a. Discreet study
b. Based on Ecclesiam 

Suam
c. Love of neighbour 

involves respecting and 
esteeming their culture



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Dialogue in local contexts

• No schematic approach to this branch, encounter 
begins in a local context, who is your community?

• For many children in Year One, meeting the local 
Catholic parish will be the first point of dialogue, where 
their worldview meets the sacramental, liturgical, 
Catholic worldview.

• Encourage schools to engage in ‘real life’ encounters 
rather than paper exercises.



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

This                                    Not



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Where are the opportunities for dialogue in your 
area?

• What do you already do?
• Are there other Catholic 

communities e.g., 
Ukrainian, Syro-Malabar?

• Are there other Christian 
communities?

• Are there community 
projects where people of 
faith work together?



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Encounter – worldviews pedagogy

“The narrative approach in worldview education provides 
means for teachers to promote conditions for a safe 

space and promote dialogue enabling worldview 
reflection. Narratives have a lot to offer for pluralistic and 

polyphonic education, opening up diverse ways of 
viewing the world.”

Pedagogical Purposes of Narratives in Worldview Education: Teachers’ Conceptions Keränen-Pantsu & Heikkinen 2019



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Diagram

Encounter
‘actors on the 
world stage’

Worldviews
in wider
societal & 
cultural 
contexts

Dialogue
Personal 
worldview and 
developing, 
understanding of 
Catholic/Christian
 worldview  

Story of the great storyteller

Adapted from Pedagogical Purposes of 
Narratives in Worldview Education: 
Teachers’ Conceptions Keränen-Pantsu 
& Heikkinen 2019



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Diagram

Hello,
What’s your story?
How does what 
you believe
change the way 
you live?



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Diagram

What are the 
opportunities to 
encounter people 
with diverse 
worldviews in your 
school 
community?



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Learning about different religious 
worldviews
• Ideal local project enquiry
• Lived out today – links between belief and life
• Beginning in local context where possible
• Understanding context, such as, cultural, historic
• Develop an understanding of intercultural dialogue as a 

lived experience, the ‘dialogue of life’ (Meeting God in 
friend and stranger 2010)



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation



The first of these two lenses is called ‘Dialogue’ and is an exemplification of the 

Church’s teaching on the relationship between Catholicism and other Christian 

traditions, between Catholicism and Judaism, between Catholicism and other 

religions, and between Catholicism and non-religious or atheistic worldviews. 

It is called ‘dialogue’ because it focuses on the importance of dialogue as the 

only authentic way of living faithfully in a pluralistic world: ‘The Church must 

enter into dialogue with the world in which it lives. It has something to say, a 

message to give, a communication to make.’ 

(RED p34-35) 

Dialogue

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Dialogue is part of the Christian vocation, with its root ‘in the 

mystery of God who in Jesus enters into intimate dialogue with 

humanity’ and is motivated by the desire to love our neighbour. In 

the same way Jesus encounters the Samaritan woman at the well, 

the Church calls us to dialogue with those we encounter as Jesus 

gently speaks to the woman at the well of the living water only he 

can provide. (RED p34-35) 

Dialogue

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


In Ecclesiam Suam, Pope St Paul VI suggested that our path to dialogue can only be 

accompanied by deepening self-knowledge of our own faith and experiencing 

renewal as a result. He envisages the way to dialogue as a series of concentric circles. 

He suggests that after seeking dialogue with other Christian denominations, 

Catholics should seek to enhance dialogue with those who believe in one God. First, 

followers of the Jewish faith with whom much is shared, then followers of Islam. 

Judaism should be at the core of this study because the Church acknowledges that 

the beginnings of her faith are found amongst the history of the people of God in the 

Old Testament. (RED p34-35)

Dialogue

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


The story of the Exodus foreshadows the salvation of the Church, and the 

revelation of the Old Testament has been received through the Jews with 

whom God concluded the Ancient Covenant. The Catholic Church believes that 

through his suffering, death, and resurrection, Jesus reconciled Jews and 

Gentiles by making both one in himself. Encompassing all these circles is a 

dialogue with all peoples as we ‘share with the whole of the human race a 

common nature, a common life, with all its gifts and all its problems’ and in a 

dialogue of hope we can work together for the common good. (RED p34-35)

Dialogue

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


In addition to understanding what the Church teaches about its relationship to other 

faiths, religions, and worldviews, pupils are also expected to engage in a discrete study 

of other faiths, religions, and worldviews, modelled on the concentric circles of 

Ecclesiam Suam outlined above. This is partly because of the Church’s own commitment 

to dialogue, partly also because to love our neighbour is also to respect and esteem his 

or her culture, and finally because to enter into dialogue is a means of learning how to 

live peaceably with difference. 

Encounter
World Religions Ranking - Population Growth by Religion (1800-2100) 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3EneZhsM0Y


Therefore, as they progress through school, pupils will study:

• Other Christian denominations

• Judaism

• Islam

• Dharmic religions and pathways

• Other religions and worldviews, including non-religious worldviews.

It is important for the avoidance of a comparative approach, and all the risks of 

relativism this brings, that the study of other religions is a study of how those who 

profess that religion or worldview understand it on their own terms. (RED p35)

Encounter
World Religions Ranking - Population Growth by Religion (1800-2100) 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3EneZhsM0Y


Notes for teachers (p92-3)

In ‘The Identity of the Catholic School for a Culture of Dialogue’ (2022), the Congregation for Catholic 

Education highlights ‘the need for a clearer awareness and consistency of the Catholic identity of the 

Church’s educational institutions throughout the world’ (71). Recognising that many pupils in schools 

will not be from Catholic families, the document stresses that a Catholic school should encourage a 

culture of dialogue. To do this, the school must also have a sense of its Catholic identity, ‘We must 

not lose the missionary impulse to close ourselves in an island, and at the same time we need the 

courage to witness to a Catholic “culture” that is universal, cultivating a healthy awareness of our 

own Christian identity’ (72). 

Therefore, the starting point for dialogue in a Catholic school is understanding some things about 

the Catholic Church. 

Year One: Dialogue

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Notes for teachers (p92-3)

For younger pupils, this begins with concrete experiences, meeting 

Christians from the local parish, including the parish priest where 

possible, and understanding what being a Christian means to them and 

how they live their lives. Where possible, pupils could also visit their 

local parish church to understand the building as a place where Catholics 

gather to celebrate their love of Christ in the church’s liturgies.

Year One: Dialogue

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


https://taking-stock.org.uk/ 

https://taking-stock.org.uk/


Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

This                                    Not



Notes for teachers (p92-3)

If pupils in the class are from other traditions within the Catholic 

Church, for example, the Syro-Malabar or Ukrainian Catholic Churches, 

they could share something of their tradition. Children of different 

Christian denominations may also wish to share their own faith stories. 

Understanding the Christian family beyond their local area can help 

pupils develop an understanding that the Christian family extends 

beyond their immediate experience. 

Year One: Dialogue

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Swieconka(sh-vee-en-soon-kah) is one of the most 

enduring and beloved Polish traditions. Baskets 

containing a sampling of Easter foods are brought to 

church to be blessed on Holy Saturday. The basket is 

traditionally lined with a white linen or lace napkin 

and decorated with sprigs of boxwood (bukszpan), 

the typical Easter evergreen. Poles take special pride 

in preparing a decorative and tasteful basket with 

crisp linens, occasionally embroidered for the 

occasion, and just enough boxwood and ribbon 

woven through the handle.

Swieconka – Polish Blessing of the
Baskets – Easter Saturday

https://www.catholicbishops.ie/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Polish-Easter-Saturday-blessing.pdf                                

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
https://www.catholicbishops.ie/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Polish-Easter-Saturday-blessing.pdf


https://www.syromalabarchurch.in/ 

https://www.syromalabarchurch.in/


https://eparchyofgreatbritain.org/ 

https://eparchyofgreatbritain.org/


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-
europe-67816987 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/
news/2023-02/ukrainian-greek-catholics-
to-celebrate-christmas-on-december-
25.html 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-67816987
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-67816987
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2023-02/ukrainian-greek-catholics-to-celebrate-christmas-on-december-25.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2023-02/ukrainian-greek-catholics-to-celebrate-christmas-on-december-25.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2023-02/ukrainian-greek-catholics-to-celebrate-christmas-on-december-25.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2023-02/ukrainian-greek-catholics-to-celebrate-christmas-on-december-25.html




Notes for teachers (p92-3)

DISCERN: Teachers can select whether to focus on an artistic 

expression of Christianity within the UK, such as Welsh choral 

singing, or from another part of the world. The guidance is 

intentionally fluid to allow teachers to develop a sense of Catholic 

identity within their locality and connect to the wider Christian 

family.

Year One: Dialogue

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


https://oro.open.ac.uk/67492/3/NCMR_Listening_Praise%20the%20Lord_Sept2019_ORO%20%281%29.pdf 

https://welshchapels.wales/nonconformity/welsh-chapels/cultural-uses-choral-dramatic-
tradition/#:~:text=A%20strong%20tradition%20of%20choral,should%20be%20plain%20and%20unaccompanied. 

https://oro.open.ac.uk/67492/3/NCMR_Listening_Praise%20the%20Lord_Sept2019_ORO%20%281%29.pdf
https://welshchapels.wales/nonconformity/welsh-chapels/cultural-uses-choral-dramatic-tradition/#:~:text=A%20strong%20tradition%20of%20choral,should%20be%20plain%20and%20unaccompanied
https://welshchapels.wales/nonconformity/welsh-chapels/cultural-uses-choral-dramatic-tradition/#:~:text=A%20strong%20tradition%20of%20choral,should%20be%20plain%20and%20unaccompanied


Notes for teachers (p92-3)

The cross is familiar in many ways, for example, in schools, public 

buildings or as part of flags. Teachers could encourage pupils to reflect 

on the cross as a symbol of belief in Jesus, his life, death, and 

resurrection. For Catholics, the sign of the cross is a daily prayer that 

summarises faith in the Father, Creator of all things, the Son, who lived 

on Earth, and the Holy Spirit, who fills the world with God’s love.

Year One: Dialogue

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Year One: Dialogue

CCC

Links Knowledge lens content
Christian 
family YCfK 

53 YC

130 CCC

817-819

Sign of the 
cross

YCfK 63 YC

360 CCC

2157

The church 
(building) 
YCfK 52, YC

190, CCC

1181-1186,

1198-1199

Dialogue

By the end of this unit of study pupils will know that the Church teaches:

• The Church is the community of all those who belong to Christ.

• The cross is a symbol of Christianity.

• The shortest summary of the Catholic faith is the sign of the cross.

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know about Christianity locally through:

• Learning about their local parish community.

• Learning about their local parish church.

• Experience music, art, or religious objects that reflect Christian communities in 

a place outside their local parish.

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Year One: Dialogue
Expected outcomes

Understand

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to:

U1.6.1. Know that Christian means follower of Jesus Christ.

U1.6.2. Recognise that Catholics are a part of a global Christian family, and all Christians are sisters and brothers.

U1.6.3. Recognise simple connections between Jesus’ life and message and how Christians live today. (RVE)

U1.6.4. Recognise that the cross is a symbol of Christianity, and the sign of the cross is a prayer expressing Christian belief.

Discern
By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to talk and think critically and creatively about

what they have studied, for example, through:

D1.6.1 Listening to the stories and experiences of Christians from their local parish and asking them questions. (RVE)

D1.6.2.

Talking about their personal response to and artistic expression of Christian belief in a different Christian community 

(e.g., Missa Luba; Pentecostal Gospel music tradition; Contemporary Christian Praise and Worship music; Welsh 

choirs, Jesus Mafa paintings).
Respond

During this unit of study, pupils will be invited to respond to their learning, for example by:

R1.6.1. Considering how Christians in their local parish community could work together to help people. (RVE)

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what 

they are doing

Who is my neighbour?

Love God and love your 
neighbour as yourself

there will be more joy 
in heaven over one 
sinner who repents 

than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who 

need no repentance
He has anointed me to 
bring good news to the 
poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim release to 

the captives and 
recovery of sight to the 
blind, to set free those 

who are oppressed

Let the little children 
come to me and do not 

stop them, for it is to 
such as these that the 

kingdom of God belongs



The most common symbol of our faith is the crucifix – a cross with 
the figure of the body of Jesus Christ attached to it. The crucifix is a 
symbol of sacrifice and atonement, since, according to the Bible, 
Jesus died for the sins of the world. The crucifix is found wherever 
there is a Catholic presence. A crucifix usually has the letters ‘INRI’ 
carved into the wood of the cross. These letters are short for the 
Latin phrase, “’Iesus Nazarenus, Rex Iudaeorum’, which translates 
as ‘Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews’. These are the words which 
Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea who sentenced Jesus 
to death, ordered to be written on the cross on which Jesus Christ 
was crucified.

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/significan
ce-of-the-sign-of-the-cross-4999 

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/significance-of-the-sign-of-the-cross-4999
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/significance-of-the-sign-of-the-cross-4999


https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-
displayindex.pl?SID=20240304724664587&pagenumber=6&co
de=act 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-displayindex.pl?SID=20240304724664587&pagenumber=6&code=act
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-displayindex.pl?SID=20240304724664587&pagenumber=6&code=act
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-displayindex.pl?SID=20240304724664587&pagenumber=6&code=act


Notes for teachers – Judaism (p93)

The Board of Deputies of British Jews has suggested that pupils begin learning about Judaism 

through understanding the Jewish belief in one God and that they have a sacred text, the 

Torah. The Torah contains stories of the Jewish people and acts as a guide on how to live a good 

life. It is age-appropriate for pupils to learn about Judaism by learning that five books make up 

the Torah and to understand that the Torah’s stories, laws, and poetry are central to 

Jewish culture. Where possible, pupils should learn about Judaism by talking to Jewish people. 

Where this is not possible, teachers should consider the sources they use to teach about the 

Jewish faith and ensure that they authentically represent Jewish beliefs and do not foster 

stereotypes — for example, using images or recordings available at the Jewish Museum of 

London’s website, such as Torah chanting or inclusive Jewish imagery.

Year One: Encounter

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Year One: Encounter

Knowledge lens content

Encounter
By the end of this unit of study, pupils will have encountered the 

following:

• Aspects of modern Jewish life in Britain, including specific 

vocabulary about the Jewish belief in one God and the Torah as 

a special text which contains stories of the Jewish people’s 

history and is a guide for Jewish life.

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Year One: Encounter

Expected outcomes

Understand

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to:

U1.6.5.

Correctly use religious words and phrases to recognise features of Jewish religious life and 

practice (e.g., including specific vocabulary about the Jewish belief in one God and the 

special clothes some Jewish people wear each day). (RVE)
Discern

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to talk and think critically and creatively

about what they have studied, for example, through:

D1.6.3. Asking questions about the stories and experiences of Jewish people. (RVE)

Respond

During this unit of study, pupils will be invited to respond to their learning, for example by:

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Year One: Encounter
https://jewishmuseum.org.uk/schools/in-the-classroom/ 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
https://jewishmuseum.org.uk/schools/in-the-classroom/


Year One: Encounter
https://www.manchesterjewishmuseum.com/your-visit/schools-and-groups/ 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
https://www.manchesterjewishmuseum.com/your-visit/schools-and-groups/


Year One: Encounter
https://www.jewfaq.org/ 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
https://www.jewfaq.org/


Year One: Encounter
BBC Websites
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-ks1-the-jewish-story-of-
moses/zmfp382 
How do Jewish people show care?
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqbw2hv/articles/zc2fsk7 
A visit to a synagogue
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqbw2hv/articles/zsdhtrd 
Further information
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqbw2hv/articles/zvwphcw
NATRE
Symbols of Judaism 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKXBEmdmPl0  
Real people real faith
https://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/real-people-real-faith/real-people-real-faith-
ks1/ 
RE Online
https://www.reonline.org.uk/ 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-ks1-the-jewish-story-of-moses/zmfp382
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-ks1-the-jewish-story-of-moses/zmfp382
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqbw2hv/articles/zc2fsk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqbw2hv/articles/zsdhtrd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqbw2hv/articles/zvwphcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKXBEmdmPl0
https://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/real-people-real-faith/real-people-real-faith-ks1/
https://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/real-people-real-faith/real-people-real-faith-ks1/
https://www.reonline.org.uk/


Year One: Dialogue and Encounter

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Year One: Dialogue and Encounter

Key vocab:
• Christian 

• Church

• parish 

• community

• sign of the cross 

• Jew 

• Jewish/Judaism

• Torah

How will you support the learning and usage of 
these key vocab terms?

How will you ensure they are understood in 
context?

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


1. Read the Teacher notes from the RED for the Year group and for the branch

2. Note the lens content in the RED (Dialogue and Encounter) for the branch. This 
will help you to recognise the key content that should be taught. [NB – find out 
more about the lenses in the RED (p23-35)]

3. Note the Expected Outcomes in the RED (Understand, Discern, Respond) for the 
branch

4. Read the Teacher Book (TB), this contains theological notes and also identifies 
the learning linked to the Expected Outcomes

5. Read the guidance from the Diocese on each branch as these show how the 
RED, TB and PB talk to each other. They may provide a helpful basis for your 
planning

NB: Note the key vocab for the branch is in the Teacher Book (TB)

Planning

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Planning

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Planning

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Thanks be to you, my Lord Jesus Christ, for all the 
benefits you have given me, 

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 

may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
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