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Prayer

• What is Dialogue and Encounter?

• Explore Dialogue and Encounter

Agenda
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PrayerHail Mary, 

full of grace, 

the Lord is with thee.

Blessed art thou amongst women,

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 
Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God,

pray for us sinners,

now and at the hour of our death.

Amen.



Prayer

• What is Dialogue and Encounter?

• Explore Dialogue and Encounter

Agenda
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Has it been possible to see the story of salvation throughout the five 

branches now that you are near the end of teaching it? 

How has this been possible?

Has it been possible to see the overarching theme for the year group 

being taught?

(Y1 – revelation; Y2 – Baptism; Y3 – Eucharist; Y4 – How people’s lives are 

transformed by God; Y5 – The significance of the OT in the Christian 

understanding of the revelation of Jesus; Y6 – The Gospel of St John)

The Big Picture
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Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

What is Branch Six?



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

It is not a new initiative…



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

What does the 
Church teach?

“Respect and love ought to be 
extended also to those who 
think or act differently than we 
do in social, political and even 
religious matters. In fact, the 
more deeply we come to 
understand their ways of 
thinking through such courtesy 
and love, the more easily will 
we be able to enter into 
dialogue with them.” (GS,n:27)



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Nostra 
Aetate
“The Catholic Church rejects 
nothing that is true and holy in 
these religions.”  (n:2)

First World Day of Prayer, Assisi 1982



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Ecclesiam Suam (1964)
• Self-awareness

• Call for renewal of the Church

• Dialogue, ‘concerns the relationships that the 
Church of today should establish with the world 
that surrounds it and in which it lives and labours’ 
n:13

• Dialogue is transcendent in origin, since God 
initiated dialogue in the Incarnation; the whole 
history of salvation is a dialogue, a fact we must 
recall and one that encourages us to open this 
dialogue with other(s) (n:72-4)

Humankind
Believers in the one 
God, Jews, Muslims 

Afro-Asiatic
Christianity

Dialogue 
within 

Catholicism



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

The Identity of a Catholic School for 
a Culture of Dialogue 

“We cannot 
create a culture 
of dialogue if we 
do not have 
identity.”

Pope Francis visits synagogue in Rome
Image NBC news 17.01.16



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Thinking about implications for the 
RE classroom
• Dialogue and Encounter (branch six) is about 

understanding how the Catholic worldview informs 
relationships with people of different religious and 
areligious worldviews.

• It is about developing pedagogies of intercultural 
dialogue that allow genuine exchange and encounter to 
take place.

• It is not tied to the liturgical year so can be ‘distributed’.
• It is not a block of time to ‘exhibit’ facts about a range of 

beliefs. 



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Starting points

Dialogue is:
a. Learning about the 

diversity in Catholicism 
and Christianity.

b. Understanding 
Christianity in a global 
and cultural context.

Encounter is:
a. Discreet study
b. Based on Ecclesiam 

Suam
c. Love of neighbour 

involves respecting and 
esteeming their culture



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Dialogue in local contexts

• No schematic approach to this branch, encounter 
begins in a local context, who is your community?

• E.g. for many children in Year One, meeting the local 
Catholic parish will be the first point of dialogue, where 
their worldview meets the sacramental, liturgical, 
Catholic worldview.

• Encourage schools to engage in ‘real life’ encounters 
rather than paper exercises.



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

This                                    Not



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Where are the opportunities for dialogue in your 
area?

• What do you already do?
• Are there other Catholic 

communities e.g., 
Ukrainian, Syro-Malabar?

• Are there other Christian 
communities?

• Are there community 
projects where people of 
faith work together?



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Encounter – worldviews pedagogy

“The narrative approach in worldview education provides 
means for teachers to promote conditions for a safe 

space and promote dialogue enabling worldview 
reflection. Narratives have a lot to offer for pluralistic and 

polyphonic education, opening up diverse ways of 
viewing the world.”

Pedagogical Purposes of Narratives in Worldview Education: Teachers’ Conceptions Keränen-Pantsu & Heikkinen 2019



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Diagram

Encounter
‘actors on the 
world stage’

Worldviews
in wider
societal & 
cultural 
contexts

Dialogue
Personal 
worldview and 
developing, 
understanding of 
Catholic/Christian
 worldview  

Story of the great storyteller

Adapted from Pedagogical Purposes of 
Narratives in Worldview Education: 
Teachers’ Conceptions Keränen-Pantsu 
& Heikkinen 2019



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Diagram

Hello,
What’s your story?
How does what 
you believe
change the way 
you live?



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Diagram

What are the 
opportunities to 
encounter people 
with diverse 
worldviews in your 
school 
community?



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation

Learning about different religious 
worldviews
• Ideal local project enquiry
• Lived out today – links between belief and life
• Beginning in local context where possible
• Understanding context, such as, cultural, historic
• Develop an understanding of intercultural dialogue as a 

lived experience, the ‘dialogue of life’ (Meeting God in 
friend and stranger 2010)



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation



Branch Six Dialogue and Proclamation



Notes for teachers (RED p164-5)

‘The Bible itself is a work of dialogue as 
the writers’ recount humanity seeking to 
‘converse’ with God. It is important that 
pupils begin to understand how 
Christians view the Bible and the 
importance of the Church in helping 
people encounter the meaning of the 
text beyond what is written. The word 
‘bible’ comes from a Greek word ‘biblia’ 
which means ‘little books’.

Year Five: Dialogue
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The Bible: 
God reveals himself to us in 
his plan for the salvation of 

the whole world



Salvation History: 
In the Bible, we can read about 
how God revealed himself to us 

– 
First to individuals

Then to the Jewish people
Then to the whole human race
NB: God loves us and wants 

a relationship with us



Notes for teachers (RED p164-5)

‘The Bible is not one large volume 
as pupils will perceive it in their 
classrooms. It is a collection of 
different writings gathered over 
time. Within these writings, there 
are different types of literature, 
gathered from different sources, 
probably including oral accounts, 
that have been gathered and edited 
over centuries.’

Year Five: Dialogue

Facebook Twitter WhatsApp Email

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/the-pope/pope-francis/fratelli-tutti/fratelli-tutti-short-summary-of-pope-franciss-social-encyclical/
http://twitter.com/share?url=http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/the-pope/pope-francis/fratelli-tutti/fratelli-tutti-short-summary-of-pope-franciss-social-encyclical/
whatsapp://send/?text=http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/the-pope/pope-francis/fratelli-tutti/fratelli-tutti-short-summary-of-pope-franciss-social-encyclical/
mailto:?subject=I%20wanted%20you%20to%20see%20this%20site&body=Have%20a%20look%20at%20this%20site%20http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/the-pope/pope-francis/fratelli-tutti/fratelli-tutti-short-summary-of-pope-franciss-social-encyclical/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/


Notes for teachers (RED p164-5)

‘However, the Church teaches that this 
library has been written by those inspired 

by the Holy Spirit. It is more than a work of 
literature from the ancient and classical 

world. ‘All scripture is inspired by God and 
can profitably be used for teaching, for 

refuting error, for guiding people’s lives and 
teaching them to be holy’ (2 Tim 3:16). But 

because it carries the human fingerprints of 
its many authors, the Church assists 

Catholics in their reading and 
interpretation of sacred texts.’

Year Five: Dialogue
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The Bible is the most important book in 
the world. written in it are the things we 
know about God. the Bible tells us how 

much God loves us. through the words of 
Sacred Scripture God directly speaks to 

us (YOUCAT for Kids)

‘’What would happen if we treated the Bible like 
we do our  mobile phones? If we went back to 

retrieve it when we forgot it at home? If we 
took it out several times a day; if we read God’s 
messages in the Bible like we read messages on 

the mobile phone? (Pope Francis)





Notes for teachers (RED p164-5)

‘Pupils should recognise that the texts that Christians refer to as the Old 
Testament are texts of the Jewish religion. For Christians, they are ‘old’ 

as Jesus Christ fulfils a new covenant which the New Testament 
recounts. However, God’s covenantal relationship with Abraham told in 
the book of Genesis remains and the texts of the Old Testament remain 

relevant to Christians. 

However, Christians read the Old Testament in the light of Christ, seeing 
signs of him in the words, actions, and deeds of the Old Testament.’

Year Five: Dialogue
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Notes for teachers (RED p164-5)

‘The Jewish religion does not share this 
interpretation and teachers may wish to 
highlight the importance of being 
respectful to different understandings of 
sacred text. This is the nature of 
understanding intercultural dialogue. The 
Church proclaims an understanding of 
Sacred Scripture as part of the revelation 
of God made complete in Jesus Christ 
while respecting that different religious 
and non-religious views may not share in 
the same revelation.’

Year Five: Dialogue
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Year Five: Dialogue

Facebook Twitter WhatsApp Email

CCC

Links Knowledge lens content
Sacred 

Scripture 

YCfK 12, YC

12-19, CCC

81, 120-123,

134-141

Dialogue

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know that the Church teaches:

• The many different writers of the Bible were inspired by the Holy Spirit.

• What Christians call the Old Testament originates in Hebrew scriptures.

• The Old Testament is important for Christians because it speaks of God’s covenant with 

Abraham and is the foundation of the faith of the people of the Old and New Testaments: 

Judaism and Christianity.

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know:

• The Bible was originally written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek which were the languages of the 

writers.

• God’s covenant with Abraham is the foundation of the faith of the people of the Old and New 

Testaments: Judaism and Christianity.
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Year Five : Dialogue

Facebook Twitter WhatsApp Email

Expected outcomes

Understand
By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to:

U5.6.1. Explain that the Bible came together over a period of more than a thousand years and contains 

sacred texts from Judaism, the four Gospels, and other early writings of the Church.

U5.6.2. Know that the Church teaches that Sacred Scripture is the inspired Word of God and the Church 

helps Catholics read and understand the Bible.

U5.6.3. Know that the Bible is translated from different languages into many languages. (RVE)

Discern
By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to talk and think critically and creatively about

what they have studied, for example, through:

D5.6.1. Asking ‘How can Sacred Scripture be “truth” if not everything in it is right?’ (YOUCAT 15) and 

discussing how to read the Bible prayerfully and how the Church helps us understand Scripture.

D5.6.3. Discussing why the whole Bible is important for Christians, not just the New Testament. (RVE)
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Year Five: Encounter
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Notes for teachers (p164-5)

‘In previous years, pupils have explored the importance of sacred 

scripture for the Jewish religion. In the encounter dimension of this 

branch, pupils will be invited to explore more about the importance 

of Hebrew, the holy language for Jewish people, and understand 

how prayer, beliefs and sacred objects form part of Jewish life. The 

Torah is central to Jewish life and the scrolls in synagogues are 

sacred objects. ’
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BBC Reading the Torah in the synagogue
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Notes for teachers (p164-5)

‘The Torah contains different names for God, many of which are familiar 

to Christians. The Shema prayer is the most important prayer in Judaism

because it reminds Jewish people that there is only one God. The prayer 

is handwritten by a sofer (scribe) who uses ink and a quill to write. The 

written prayer, the Mezuzah, is placed inside a tiny box. The Mezuzah 

hangs on the doorposts of Jewish homes. The Mezuzah case can be 

made of many different materials and the Jewish Museum in London has 

further information on their website, 

https://jewishmuseum.org.uk/?s=mezuzah .’

The Name of G-d - Judaism 101 (JewFAQ)

ReformJudaism.org-what-names-God-are-used-Hebrew-bible 
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Origins

The Shema may be seen as the beginning and end of Judaism. It is a 
Jewish prayer extracted from three places from the Torah and 
composed into a sequence of paragraphs. It does not appear in its 
entirety at the beginning of the Torah, rather it is found in 
Deuteronomy 6.4-9; 11.13-21 and Numbers 15.37-41. 
The Shema derives its name from the Hebrew word sema, meaning 
‘to hear’, which is the initial word of the first verse, which states, 
‘Hear O Israel’. Thereby, instructing Jews to listen. It is believed that 
they were received by Moses on Mount Sinai.
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Significance

The Shema is included as part of every weekday synagogue service. Its 
significance is inferred by the fact that its centrality is recognised in all 
Jewish traditions, in various ways. The recitation of the passage is taken 
as a commandment to be fulfilled by Jewish adult men twice daily, 
morning and evening. It is also a core text in other prayer books.

The Shema is taught for the love of God, loyalty to the Jewish tradition 
and it encourages the Jewish community to study the Torah. It is reported 
that Jacob’s sons read it to him and therefore adults recite it to children 
so that they remain within their tradition. The Shema might be the first 
thing that some Jewish children learn in a Jewish primary schools and at 
home to express belonging.
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Meaning

The Shema sets out what Jews believe and how they should 
demonstrate their dedication to God through daily actions.

It represents their belief that they have made a Covenant with God: 
an agreement that they will love God and follow His laws and in 
return God will take care of them. Thus, as an artefact, the Shema is 
a way for Jewish people to remind themselves of their promises to 
God. This is why families have a responsibility to teach their faith to 
the next generation.
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Practice

Unsurprisingly, the Shema has acquired a pivotal position in the collective 
and personal life of Jewish communities. Communally, adults recite it in 
the morning and evening and in the afternoon at the synagogue to fulfil 
the commandment and remember God.

Individually, some Jews recite it before bed and after waking up, as it is 
the most holy thing to say during these times. It is also a way of thanking 
God for waking them up from sleep and to ask God for good sleep. Thus, 
it is a prayer which covers all activities of the day and night.

As a family, in some homes, mothers regularly recite the Shema with 
their children whilst putting them to bed. Some children memorise it and 
others prefer to look at the text when reciting it.
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Practice
At happy events, such as moving into a new home, the mezuzah, which contains the 
Shema, is fixed to the doorpost and is followed by a religious service.

During festival days and especially on Shabbat, a double reading honours the Shema: at 
the time the Torah scroll is bought out from the Ark the opening verse of the Shema is 
recited collectively, and again, individually by the reader prior to reading the Torah.

There are some physical gestures adopted by Jews during various prayers and worship. 
On the Day of Atonement whilst reciting the opening verse of the Shema, the eyes are 
covered to remove distractions.

As death approaches, those gathered recite some passages from the Torah and end with 
the opening words of the Shema. In this way the dying person is helped to affirm their 
faith in the oneness of God. It is worth noting that the Shema may be recited in Hebrew 
and in other languages too.

www.REonline.org.uk/The-Shema-in-Jewish-traditions/ 

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/the-pope/pope-francis/fratelli-tutti/fratelli-tutti-short-summary-of-pope-franciss-social-encyclical/
http://twitter.com/share?url=http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/the-pope/pope-francis/fratelli-tutti/fratelli-tutti-short-summary-of-pope-franciss-social-encyclical/
whatsapp://send/?text=http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/the-pope/pope-francis/fratelli-tutti/fratelli-tutti-short-summary-of-pope-franciss-social-encyclical/
mailto:?subject=I%20wanted%20you%20to%20see%20this%20site&body=Have%20a%20look%20at%20this%20site%20http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/the-pope/pope-francis/fratelli-tutti/fratelli-tutti-short-summary-of-pope-franciss-social-encyclical/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
http://www.reonline.org.uk/The-Shema-in-Jewish-traditions/
http://www.reonline.org.uk/The-Shema-in-Jewish-traditions/
http://www.reonline.org.uk/The-Shema-in-Jewish-traditions/
http://www.reonline.org.uk/The-Shema-in-Jewish-traditions/
http://www.reonline.org.uk/The-Shema-in-Jewish-traditions/
http://www.reonline.org.uk/The-Shema-in-Jewish-traditions/
http://www.reonline.org.uk/The-Shema-in-Jewish-traditions/
http://www.reonline.org.uk/The-Shema-in-Jewish-traditions/
http://www.reonline.org.uk/The-Shema-in-Jewish-traditions/


Year Five: Encounter

Facebook Twitter WhatsApp Email

Some common discussion questions:

• What do you think it means when the Shema says: “These words 
[…] shall be upon your heart”?

• In the Shema, where does it say that Jews should talk about God’s 
laws?

• Why do you think the Shema says that Jewish people should 
repeat the words to their children?

• What could you use or do to help you to remember promises that 
you have made?
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Useful websites for teachers (and pupils):
Home - The Jewish Museum London
Inclusive Judaism - The Jewish Museum London
Judaism 101 (JewFAQ)
https://www.chabad.org/ 
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/ 
BBC - The Torah - text based 

For pupils:
BBC - What is Judaism 
BBC - The Torah - clip
BBC - In-pictures-Writing a Torah scroll  
TrueTube - The Torah Scroll Explained - Holy Cribs
TrueTube - Holy Books - The Torah  
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CCC

Links Knowledge lens content

Encounter

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will have encountered the following:

• That the Tanakh (or Hebrew Bible) uses different names for God, to express different aspects of 

His nature (see e.g., https://bje.org.au/knowledge-centre/ Jewish-prayer/ names-for-god/).

• That the Shema prayer is the basic creed of Judaism. It encapsulates the intrinsic unity of the 

world and its Creator.

• Use specialist vocabulary to describe some Jewish beliefs expressed in the Shema prayer (‘Hear 

Oh Israel – the Lord our God, the Lord is One’).

• A mezuzah as it contains the Shema prayer and on the box is the letter ‘Shin’ or sometimes the 

whole word ‘Shaddai’ meaning mighty, (i.e., God is strong/almighty/powerful) on the mezuzah 

case.
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Expected outcomes
Understand

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to:

U5.6.4. Recognise that the Tanakh uses different names for God that reveal aspects 

of his nature. (RVE)

U5.6.5. Use specialist vocabulary to describe some Jewish beliefs expressed in the 

Shema prayer.

D5.6.2. Exploring the place of Sacred Scripture in Jewish life today. 
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Expected outcomes
able to:Respond

During this unit of study, pupils will be invited to respond to their learning, 
for example by:

R5.6.1. Reflecting on the books that matter to them in their lives. 

R5.6.2. Talking to others about their sacred texts and why they matter. 

R5.6.3. Thinking and talking about ways of showing respect for sacred texts. 
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Key vocab:

• Old Testament 

• New Testament 

• Bible

• Tanakh 

• Shema

• Mezuzah

How will you support the learning and usage of 
these key vocab terms?

How will you ensure they are understood in 
context?
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1. Read the Teacher notes from the RED for the Year group and for the branch

2. Note the lens content in the RED (Dialogue and Encounter) for the branch. This 
will help you to recognise the key content that should be taught. [NB – find out 
more about the lenses in the RED (p23-35)]

3. Note the Expected Outcomes in the RED (Understand, Discern, Respond) for the 
branch

4. Read the Teacher Book (TB), this contains theological notes and also identifies 
the learning linked to the Expected Outcomes

5. Read the guidance from the Diocese on each branch as these show how the 
RED, TB and PB talk to each other. They may provide a helpful basis for your 
planning

NB: Note the key vocab for the branch is in the Teacher Book (TB)

Planning
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Thanks be to you, my Lord Jesus Christ, for all the 
benefits you have given me, 

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 

may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.
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