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Session 1: RED Outcomes

The call for a new, hermeneutical, approach to religious education, abounds in the literature internationally (Bowie, 2017, 2021, Bowie, Panjawni and Clemmey, 2022; Carswell, 2017, 2018; Pollefeyt and Bouwens, 2005, 2009, 2010). Hermeneutics is the study of interpretation, generally associated with disciplines that seek to understand the meaning of human experience as it might present in art or literature. Particularly associated with interpretation of the bible, a hermeneutical approach prizes interpretation of passages as the natural conclusion to the gaining of knowledge about them. Thus, it is an educational approach to religious education, but with a specific ‘meaning- making’ goal. Far from an approach which predetermines interpretation with all the associated literalist practices they bring, a hermeneutical approach to religious education contends that ‘believing is a continuous process of interpretation, of uncovering new layers of meaning’ (Pollefeyt and Bouwens, 2009).

Category 1: development of a skill applicable to all scripture without actually naming any specific passage
· Retell, in any form, some of the stories they have heard, recognising these are religious accounts. [Phase 1] 
· Begin to recognise ‘parables’ as a literary form in scripture with reference to how Jesus uses them to teach people about God. [Phase 1] 
· Recall that we learn about the life of Jesus in the gospels and the work of the disciples in the Acts and learn that Paul wrote letters to the early Christian communities. Know that these are different ways of writing (literary forms.) [Phase 2]
· Show understanding of why some people gave Jesus the title ‘Christ’ (the anointed one) by making links with the scripture studied. [Phase 2] 
· Show understanding of the scripture passages studied, identifying literary forms and authorial intention. [Phase 3] 
· Show knowledge and understanding of how one of the texts reveals deeper meanings about Jesus as Messiah and describe the beliefs revealed. [Phase 3]
· Use specialist theological and religious vocabulary to describe and explain links between at least one of the scripture passages studied and religious beliefs. [Phase 3]
· Show understanding of the scripture passages studied identifying authorial intention, recognising that the scripture speaks to people literally and carries a deeper spiritual meaning. [Phase 3]


Category 2: name a specific passage or passages, and, in addition, direct to an area of study of the passage
· Sequence St Luke’s account of the infancy of Jesus and recognise the significance of the angelic presence. [Phase 1]
· Be introduced to the story of creation in Genesis 1, as a prayerful; and poetic reflection on God’s world and be able to retell this story in any form. [Phase 1]
· Show some understanding of the historical context of Abraham (and Joseph) and the cultural and religious context out of which he was called. [Phase 2]
· Show some understanding of the cultural and religious context of Elijah’s time and why people needed to be reminded of God’s covenant. [Phase 2] 
· Compare the description of John the Baptist in Mark and Matthew’s accounts and describe the beliefs about John the Baptist the gospel writers show. [Phase 2]
· Show an understanding of scripture passages that speak of David’s life, recognising the intended audience and the historical context. [Phase 3]
· Show an understanding of any one of the following Old Testament scripture passages that show the importance of women in salvation history, recognising authorial intention and historical context: 
Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7: Sarah 
Exodus 1:8-22; 2:1-10: Miriam 
Judges 4:4-11; 5:7-15: Deborah 
1 Samuel 1:5, 9-11, 26-28: Hannah 
Esther 2:4, 15-17; 3:1-6, 12-13; 4:1-4, 8a-17; 5:1-8; 7:1-6, 9-10; 8:3-12 (Purim): Esther [Phase 3]
· Correctly use developing specialist vocabulary to describe what a covenant is, recognising that God made several covenants throughout history, e.g., with Noah, Abraham, and Moses [Phase 3]


Category 3: name a specific passage or passages but do not give any indication of if, how, or what, should be studied about it.  Potentially problematic

· Recognise that, for Christians, the Christmas story reveals God’s love by sending Jesus his Son. [Phase 1]
· Know about the events at Pentecost. [Phase1]
· Retell the story of the Conversion of Saul. [Phase 1]
· Make links between Exodus (12:1-8,15-20, 13:3), the account of the Last Supper in Luke (22:14-23), and what happens at Mass. [Phase 2} 
· Retell the story of St Peter during Holy Week. [Phase 2]
· Make links between Jn 20:1-10 and Peter’s declaration of faith in Matt 16:13-20 and/or between Peter’s three denials of Jesus and Jesus’ three requests of Peter. (Jn 21:15-17) [Phase 2]
· Explain why Jesus is called the ‘new Adam’, making links between scripture texts from the new and old testaments. [Phase 3] 
· Show an understanding of the account of Holy Week in the Gospel of John [Phase 3]


We can draw some conclusions: 
· Pupils aged 5-7 (Phase 1) 
· The importance of literary form: Gospel, Psalm, letters, parables and ‘story’ – by which I presume, narrative. 
· Elements of these forms is also noted: characters and the type of language one might encounter – poetic, prayerful. 
· Think about interpretation with mention that scripture finds its context within a religious tradition, and that its intention is to teach something.  
· Pupils aged 7-9 (Phase 2) 
· The importance of the cultural and religious contexts of both characters within passages (eg Abraham, Elijah) 
· The authors of passages. 
· Interpretation is now more explicit, named as pupil’s ability to identify some of the beliefs that authors express in their writing. 
· Pupils aged 9-11 (Phase 3) 
· Work with a similar skill set as phase 2 pupils (authorial intention, historical contexts), but with longer, older and typically more complex passages. 
· Pupils should be taught that scripture speaks to people literally but also carries a deeper spiritual meaning. 

Unspoken rule?? Don’t dump what has gone before…


Rules for your classroom

Every time you present a piece of scripture you should….. 
· Present it without corruption. 
· Use a version of the text that comes from a real Bible, not a picture story book (check it against the NRSV or the ESV – or the Children’s Lectionary)
· Name the author. 
· Someone wrote these words, for a community, for a very specific reason
· Contextualise their writing
· Recall who they wrote for and what was happening to them at the time that they wrote (date).
· Remember the gap! 
· Identify the literary form of the passage – and work with all of it
· Structure, purpose, key features
· Establish the kind of truth that this literary form ‘carries’
· Make sure pupils know the world you are reading about
· historical, geographical, social, religious elements of the passage 
AND position your teaching to move from the literal to the spiritual

Make sure you, yourself, know all of the above. You cannot teach a passage hermeneutically, if you do not know it yourself. And (sadly) the simple inclusion of content in an outcome does not provide you with the knowledge you need to achieve it. 
_________________________________________________________________________________


Sessions 2 and 3: Outcomes in the RED 

Hear Outcomes for Branch 3 
Phase 1: Focus Gospel of Luke 
Year 1:
U1.3.1. Identify some of the people that encounter Jesus and recognise that he is special.
U1.3.2. Retell, in any form, one of the stories they have heard, recognising these are religious accounts from the Gospel of Luke.
U1.3.3. Make simple connections between Jesus’ announcement of his mission (Lk 4:16-19) and how Christians are called to tell people about God’s love today.
U1.3.4. Ask and answer questions about the story of Zacchaeus and how he changed after meeting



Year 2:
U.2.3.1. Retell, in any form, the story of John the Baptist and the baptism of Jesus.
U.2.3.2. Begin to recognise ‘parables’ as a literary form in Scripture with reference to the parable of the lost sheep (Lk 15:4-7) and how Jesus uses them to teach people about God.
U.2.3.3. Recognise that everyone is tempted to make bad choices (sin), but that God loves and forgives all people.
U.2.3.4. Begin to recognise that the miracles of Jesus are signs that he is the Son of God.
U.2.3.5. Correctly use religious words and phrases to recognise how Catholics say sorry to God in prayer

Phase 2: Focus Gospel of Matthew 
Year 3: 
U3.3.1. Retell, in any form, the visit of the Magi and explain what the visit of the Magi and the gifts they bring show us about Jesus.
U3.3.2. Show a simple understanding of what the kingdom of God is and is not.
U3.3.3. Show a simple understanding of a miracle of Jesus (either Matt 8:5-13 or Matt 9:1-8) showing that it is a sign of the kingdom and the compassion of Jesus.
U3.3.4. Show knowledge of two parables of Jesus, making links between them, to show some understanding of what the kingdom of God is like.
U3.3.5. Retell one of Jesus’ parables, making simple links between the chosen parable and Jesus’ message about the kingdom of God.
U3.3.6. Recall the ‘Our Father’ prayer and make simple links between the prayer and building the kingdom

Year 4:
U4.3.1. Show understanding of why some people gave Jesus the title ‘Christ’ (the anointed one) by making links with the Scripture studied.
U4.3.2. Make links between Jesus’ speech to John the Baptist’s followers and signs that he is the Messiah.
U4.3.3. Show understanding of the belief that Jesus reveals the kind of messiah he is by showing that God’s Kingdom includes those who are excluded by society, making relevant links to the Scripture studied.
U4.3.4. Using some religious vocabulary, describe the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the Sacrament of the Sick.
U4.3.5. Make relevant links between the belief in that Jesus is the Messiah and the Nicene Creed (specifically Articles 2-4) and suggest why Catholics say this prayer.
U4.3.6. Describe the work of a person or organisation who has been inspired by Jesus to work with those marginalised by societal attitudes to illness making links with the virtues of faith, hope, and love. (RVE)

Phase 1: Focus Gospel of John 
Year 5:
U5.3.1. Recognise that in the Beatitudes [Gospel of Matthew and Luke] Jesus tells his followers important messages about what makes a life blessed.
U5.3.2. Compare Matthew and Luke’s description of the new law, or great commandment and make links between the new law a parable and Jesus’ summary of the law and lessons for Christian life today.
U5.3.3. Make simple links between the Beatitudes and the Ten Commandments.
U5.3.4. Describe accurately in sequence and detail what the disciples see at the Transfiguration, saying something about the importance of Moses and Elijah.
U5.3.5. Make links between the seven petitions (requests) of the Our Father and their meaning for Christians.
U5.3.6. Show understanding of how the virtue of either hope or charity (love) links with Jesus’ teaching in the Beatitudes.

Year 6: 
U6.3.1. Show understanding of the scripture passages studied identifying authorial intention, recognising that the scripture speaks to people literally and carries a deeper spiritual meaning. 
U6.3.2. Use specialist theological vocabulary to make links between each of the miraculous signs [Gospel of John] and Christian beliefs about Jesus, including some of the sacraments, and how these reveal he is truly God and truly human.
U6.3.3. Use specialist religious vocabulary to make links between one of the ‘I am’ statements and Christian beliefs about Jesus.
U6.4.4. Know the seven sacraments of the Catholic faith and explain the purpose of each sacrament in the life of the Catholic Church.
U6.3.5. Explain the role of the deacon, priest, or bishop in administering the sacraments and why they are a part of sacramental celebrations.
U6.3.6. Describe some ways their local parish community celebrates the sacraments, noticing which are celebrated occasionally, and which are celebrated frequently, giving reasons for this.





Plus there are others…..
Kingdom Outcomes

Phase 1:
Begin to recognise ‘parables’ as a literary form in scripture with reference to how Jesus uses them to teach people about God.

Make simple connections between Jesus’ announcement of his mission (Luke 4:16-19) and how Christians are called to tell people about God’s love today.

Recognise that prayer is a way of drawing closer to God, become familiar with the Sign of the Cross and Our Father

Recognise that the Church teaches that the person Isaiah spoke of was Jesus long before he was born


Phase 2: 7-9
Show knowledge of parables of Jesus, making links between them, to show some understanding of what the kingdom of God is like.

Retell one of Jesus’ parables making simple links between the chosen parable and Jesus’ message about the kingdom of God

Show a simple understanding of a miracle of Jesus (either Matt 8:5-13 or Matt 9:1-8) showing that it is a sign of the kingdom and the compassion of Jesus

Make simple connections with the Judgement of Nations parable and the Christian belief that helping others is part of loving God.

Recall the ‘Our Father’ prayer and make simple links between the prayer and building the kingdom.

Correctly use developing specialist vocabulary to name and describe the corporal works of mercy, making links with the Judgements of the Nations parable.


Phase 3: 9-11
Show an understanding of some gospel passages that present Jesus as the fulfilment of the promise to David (Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 1:32-33), recognising the gospel writers are writing for Christians.

Use specialist vocabulary to describe and explain the nature of David’s kingship in the Old Testament, with reference to the passages that speak of David’s kingship and Psalms

Show an understanding of scripture passages that speak of David’s life, recognising the intended audience and the historical context.
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