


Print in colour to see the RED outcomes for your Year Level


Branch 1. Moses: from Egypt to the promised land.

	Content Area: Covenant 

	Know the Noah story, focusing on Noah and God’s promise to all living creatures in the sign of the rainbow. (C&C 1.4) – NOT NECESSARY FOR YEAR 1

	Be familiar with the story of Abraham. (C&C 2.4)

Talk about the covenant God made with Abram. (C&C 2.5)

Retell the story of the birth of Moses and be able to talk about how he led the Israelites to freedom. (C&C 2.6)

	Retell the story of Abraham, (Gen 11 – 24) ensuring it is accurate in sequence, detail, and shows an understanding of the term ‘covenant’. 
(C&C 3.4)

Show some understanding of the historical context of Abraham (and Joseph) and the cultural and religious context out of which he/they were called. (C&C 3.5)

Show some understanding of how decisions of Abraham (and Joseph) were informed by their faith, hope and love in God. (C&C 3.6)

Recognise that God’s covenant with Abraham is the foundation of the faith of people of the Old and New testaments: Judaism and Christianity. (C&C 3.7) -  NOT NECESSARY FOR YEAR 3

	Give an overview of the story of Exodus, focusing on the final plague – the Passover. (C&C 4.5)

Describe moments in Moses’ leadership: reluctance, courage, obedience, trust, fidelity (faithfulness) (C&C 4.6)

Describe the role of the women, especially Miriam (Moses’ sister) and Jochebed (Moses’ mother) in saving Moses. (C&C 4.7)

	Revisit and summarise the covenants with Noah (Gen 6:1-9:17), Abraham (Gen 15 and 17), and the Israelites (Ex 19) (C&C 5.3) 

Correctly use developing specialist vocabulary to describe what a covenant is, recognizing that God made several covenants throughout history. eg Noah, Abraham, Moses. (C&C 5.4)

Explain the notion of covenant with reference to climate change. (C&C 5.5) 

	Retell the Moses story, focusing on the two key events of the call and the covenant (the burning bush – Ex 3:1-15); the Sinai covenant and the ten commandments. (Ex 19:3-8, 20:1-17) (C&C 6.4)
Show an understanding of a passage of Old Testament scripture that shows the importance of women in salvation history, recognizing authorial intention and historical context. (C&C 6.5)

Show an understanding of one of the following Old Testament scripture passages that show the importance of women in salvation history. (Miriam Ex 18-22, 2:1-10) (C&C 6.6)

Use theological language to explain what is meant by describing the women of the Old Testament as ‘true protagonists of salvation history’. (C&C 6.7)





Adapted from NRSV

Instructions:
Read the whole event from start to finish. There is no dialogue in this section of the story. 

Resources suitable for teaching the whole passage could include: 
· Read (you) and retell (pupils) using:
· finger puppets (See KIP website)
· geographical map (at back of this resource) 
· story map
· a timeline on which events occur https://www.pinterest.com/pin/443815738275452636/
· a big wall-book
· freeze frame photos – pupils arranged in action poses
· subsection titles as a sequencing activity

Resources suitable for teaching individual sections are include in a text box at the conclusion of each section. 

Think literacy; you are basically reading a book and coming back to study specific sections.  
Suggestions for study of individual sections are included in the body of this document. 

Remember, God is definitely on the Israelites side and will appear to do anything to help and save them. This makes God’s actions more aggressive or violent than we might feel comfortable with. We need to be careful not to lose sight of the nature of the text, written from the winner’s perspective and their determination to show that ‘their God’ was better and stronger and more powerful than any evil the people could encounter. 










Summary of whole story in table below. 


	

	Part 1: Moses

	The Israelites Are Oppressed

	Moses is Born

	Moses Flees to Midian

	

	Part 2: Moses is called by God

	Moses and the Burning Bush

	

	Part 3: The Plagues

	Plagues 1-9

	

	Part 4: The Final Plague

	God tells Moses and Aaron what will happen

	God says how this day is to be remembered

	Moses tells the Israelites

	

	Part 5: The Exodus (Exit) 

	The Red Sea

	The Song of Moses and the dance of Miriam

	

	Part 6: Wandering to the Promised Land

	The Sinai Covenant

	The Ten Commandments 






PART 1: Moses

Narrator/storyteller: 
The Israelites were living in Egypt. Over time, Joseph and his brothers all died. But the promise (covenant) God had made to Abraham had come true: the Israelites were a mighty nation. 
The Israelites Are Oppressed (Ex 1)
A new Pharoah arose in Egypt, one who did not know Joseph. He said to the Egyptian people, ‘Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we are. Come, let us deal carefully with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.’ 
So, he set taskmasters over them to force them into work. The Israelites built whole cities for Pharaoh, but still he oppressed them, and the more he oppressed them the larger they grew as a nation, so that soon the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians became more and more ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, making their lives harsh making mortar and bricks and doing in all kinds of labour in the fields. 

Moses is Born (Ex 2)
One day the Pharoah declared that every newborn Hebrew boy was to be killed. The midwives who delivered the babies refused to obey him, saying the women had their babies when they were not there, and so the Pharaoh ordered that all the Israelite baby boys should be thrown into the Nile. 
One family had a son and managed to hide him for three months. But eventually he became too hard to hide and so his mother made a papyrus basket for him, plastered it with bitumen, put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. The baby’s sister, Miriam, stood at a distance, to see what would happen to her brother. 
After a little while the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,’ she said. At once Miriam stepped out and said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?’ Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out of the water.’

Moses Flees to Midian (Ex 2:11)
One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out among the Israelites and saw how they were forced into labour. As he watched he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his kinsfolk. He looked this way and that and seeing no one around he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. When he went out the next day, he saw two Hebrews fighting; and he said to the one who was in the wrong, ‘Why do you strike your fellow Hebrew?’ The man He answered, ‘Who made you a ruler and judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?’ Then Moses was afraid and thought that the Pharoah would soon hear of what he had and so he fled and settled in the land of Midian. One day as he sat by a well he met a man who had a daughter Zipporah, and he married her. She bore him a son, and he named him Gershom for he said, ‘I have been an alien residing in a foreign land.’
After a long time the Pharoah of Egypt finally died. The Israelites groaned under their slavery, and cried out. Out of the slavery their cry for help rose up to God. God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God looked upon the Israelites, and God took notice of them.

SPECIFIC TEXT STUDY: Suggested Prop and Teaching and Learning Activities 

Prop/image: baby in basket https://churchhousecollection.blogspot.com/2012/12/free-baby-moses-in-basket-clip-art.html

Make Finger puppets (see KIP website) 

Oral retelling. ‘And then …….’ to pass the story on.

Paper plate Moses in the Nile https://nontoygifts.com/baby-moses-interactive-craft/

Set up a Moses corner in classroom or on wall display

Acrostic Poem: M O S E S 
Think of words or phrases that describe GOD’S LOVE and PROTECTION for Moses and us today.
Eg Mighty protector


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



PART 2: Moses is called by God

Moses and the Burning Bush (Ex 3:1-32)
Watch this video (Prince of Egypt)  – don’t read this section. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYW-lmfbk2Y

Text for activity reference only
3 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.’ 4 When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, 
‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 5 Then he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.’ 6 He said further, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
7 Then the LORD said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 
10 So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.’ 11 But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’ 
12 He said, ‘I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.’
13 But Moses said to God, ‘If I come to the Israelites and say to them, “The God of your ancestors has sent me to you”, and they ask me, “What is his name?” what shall I say to them?’ 
14 God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’ He said further, ‘Thus you shall say to the Israelites, “I AM has sent me to you.”’ 15 God also said to Moses, ‘Thus you shall say to the Israelites, “The LORD,[b] the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you”:
This is my name for ever, and this my title for all generations.
16 Go and assemble the elders of Israel, and say to them, “The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying: I have given heed to you and to what has been done to you in Egypt. 17 I declare that I will bring you up out of the misery of Egypt, to the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a land flowing with milk and honey.” 18 They will listen to your voice; and you and the elders of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, “The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; let us now go a three days’ journey into the wilderness, so that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.” 19 I know, however, that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless compelled by a mighty hand.[c] 20 So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with all my wonders that I will perform in it; after that he will let you go. 21 

SPECIFIC TEXT STUDY: Suggested Prop and Teaching and Learning Activities 
[image: two speech bubbles 4309531 Vector Art at Vecteezy]
Prop: two speech bubbles



Make Finger puppets and tell the story (see KIP website) 

Use the highlighted text above to explore dialogue:
Look carefully at the text – what does God say? Have pupils summarise and role play. 
[image: Hello! Can anyone confirm this image says “Yahweh”? Thank you! : r/hebrew]
Focus on Verse 14: ‘I am who I am’ – in Hebrew
Y H V/W H in English – Yahweh
Do an etching of the Hebrew letters…God is revealed! https://kinderart.com/art-lessons/drawing/crayon-etching/




--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



PART 3: The Plagues 

Plagues 1-9 (Ex 7:14-10:43)
Narrator/storyteller:
Moses went back to Egypt and, together with Aaron his brother, they tried to persuade the Pharoah to let the Israelites go free. But each time he refused. And so, God acted, sending plagues to Egypt. 


Watch this video (Prince of Egypt)  – don’t read this section.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHucq89uSF8

Text for reference only
The First Plague: Water Turned to Blood Ex 7:14-17
14 Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Pharaoh’s heart is hardened; he refuses to let the people go. 15 Go to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out to the water; stand by at the river bank to meet him, and take in your hand the staff that was turned into a snake. 16 Say to him, “The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you to say, ‘Let my people go, so that they may worship me in the wilderness.’ But until now you have not listened. 17 Thus says the LORD, ‘By this you shall know that I am the LORD.’ See, with the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water that is in the Nile, and it shall be turned to blood.

The Second Plague: Frogs Ex 8:1-4
8 [a] Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Go to Pharaoh and say to him, “Thus says the LORD: Let my people go, so that they may worship me. 2 If you refuse to let them go, I will plague your whole country with frogs. 3 The river shall swarm with frogs; they shall come up into your palace, into your bedchamber and your bed, and into the houses of your officials and of your people,[b] and into your ovens and your kneading bowls. 4 The frogs shall come up on you and on your people and on all your officials.”’

The Third Plague: Gnats Ex 8:16
16 Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Say to Aaron, “Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, so that it may become gnats throughout the whole land of Egypt.”’

The Fourth Plague: Flies Ex 8:20, 21
20 Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Rise early in the morning and present yourself before Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, and say to him, “Thus says the LORD: Let my people go, so that they may worship me. 21 For if you will not let my people go, I will send swarms of flies on you, your officials, and your people, and into your houses; and the houses of the Egyptians shall be filled with swarms of flies; so also the land where they live.

The Fifth Plague: Livestock Diseased Ex 9:1-3
9 Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Go to Pharaoh, and say to him, “Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews: Let my people go, so that they may worship me. 2 For if you refuse to let them go and still hold them, 3 the hand of the LORD will strike with a deadly pestilence your livestock in the field: the horses, the donkeys, the camels, the herds, and the flocks.

The Sixth Plague: Boils Ex 9:8-9
8 Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, ‘Take handfuls of soot from the kiln, and let Moses throw it in the air in the sight of Pharaoh. 9 It shall become fine dust all over the land of Egypt, and shall cause festering boils on humans and animals throughout the whole land of Egypt.’ 

The Seventh Plague: Thunder and Hail Ex 9:13-18
13 Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Rise up early in the morning and present yourself before Pharaoh, and say to him, “Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews: Let my people go, so that they may worship me. 14 For this time I will send all my plagues upon you yourself, and upon your officials, and upon your people, so that you may know that there is no one like me in all the earth. 15 For by now I could have stretched out my hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the earth. 16 But this is why I have let you live: to show you my power, and to make my name resound through all the earth. 17 You are still exalting yourself against my people, and will not let them go. 18 Tomorrow at this time I will cause the heaviest hail to fall that has ever fallen in Egypt from the day it was founded until now. 

The Eighth Plague: Locusts Ex 10:1-6
10 Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Go to Pharaoh; for I have hardened his heart and the heart of his officials, in order that I may show these signs of mine among them, 2 and that you may tell your children and grandchildren how I have made fools of the Egyptians and what signs I have done among them—so that you may know that I am the LORD.’
3 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh, and said to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, “How long will you refuse to humble yourself before me? Let my people go, so that they may worship me. 4 For if you refuse to let my people go, tomorrow I will bring locusts into your country. 5 They shall cover the surface of the land, so that no one will be able to see the land. They shall devour the last remnant left you after the hail, and they shall devour every tree of yours that grows in the field. 6 They shall fill your houses, and the houses of all your officials and of all the Egyptians—something that neither your parents nor your grandparents have seen, from the day they came on earth to this day.”’ Then he turned and went out from Pharaoh.

The Ninth Plague: Darkness Ex 10:21-23
21 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven so that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness that can be felt.” 22 So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was dense darkness in all the land of Egypt for three days. 23 People could not see one another, and for three days they could not move from where they were, but all the Israelites had light where they lived. 






SPECIFIC TEXT STUDY: Suggested Prop and Teaching and Learning Activities 
[image: What are bead strings? - Twinkl]
Prop: a string of numbers – 1 to 9


Play memory or other card games with plagues! https://biblegamescentral.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Ten-Plagues-of-Egypt-Cards.pdf

Ice block labels: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/328410997840299723/ and  https://www.pinterest.com/pin/7107311905265078/

Activities: https://simplelivingcreativelearning.com/plagues-egypt-printables/

Wheel plague activity: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/imagenes-que-me-ayudaron--2251868555861773/



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


PART 4: The Final Plague 


Notes: The author repeats the instructions 3 times: the first time God tells Moses and Aaron what to say; a second time God explains how they are to remember this day, and then a third time Moses repeats the instruction to the Israelites. 

Narrator/storyteller:
God tells Moses and Aaron what they are to do. (Ex 12:1-13)

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 
“This month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 

Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 

Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 

You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 

They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 

You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn with fire. 

This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand, and you shall eat it hurriedly. 

It is the Passover of the Lord. 


I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down (smite) every firstborn in the land of Egypt, from human to animal, and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.”



God says how this day is to be remembered (Ex 12:14-20) 

“This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. 
You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread; on the first day you shall remove leaven from your houses, for whoever eats leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day shall be cut off from Israel. 

On the first day you shall hold a solemn assembly and on the seventh day a solemn assembly; no work shall be done on those days; only what everyone must eat, that alone may be prepared by you. 

You shall observe the Festival of Unleavened Bread, for on this very day I brought your companies out of the land of Egypt: you shall observe this day throughout your generations as a perpetual ordinance. 

In the first month, from the evening of the fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first day, you shall eat unleavened bread. For seven days no leaven shall be found in your houses, for whoever eats what is leavened shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether an alien or a native of the land. 

You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your settlements you shall eat unleavened bread.”



Moses tells the Israelites (Ex 12: 21-28)

Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, 
“Go, select lambs for your families, and slaughter the Passover lamb. 

Take a bunch of hyssop (a type of mint), dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood in the basin. None of you shall go outside the door of your house until morning. 

For the Lord will pass through to strike down the Egyptians; when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the Lord will pass over that door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you down. 

You shall observe this as a perpetual ordinance for you and your children. When you come to the land that the Lord will give you, as he has promised, you shall keep this observance. 

And when your children ask you, ‘What does this observance mean to you?’ you shall say, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the Lord, for he passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt when he struck down the Egyptians but spared our houses.’ ” 

And the people bowed down and worshiped. The Israelites went and did just as the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron; so they did.


At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the prisoner who was in the dungeon and all the firstborn of the livestock. 
Pharaoh arose in the night, he and all his officials and all the Egyptians, and there was a loud cry in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead. Then he summoned Moses and Aaron in the night and said, “Rise up, go away from my people, both you and the Israelites! Go, serve the Lord, as you said. Take your flocks and your herds, as you said, and be gone. And ask a blessing for me, too!”


SPECIFIC TEXT STUDY: Suggested Prop and Teaching and Learning Activities 
[image: Hyssop (Hyssopus Officinalis) Stock Photo, Picture and Royalty Free Image.  Image 61422137.]
Prop: a bundle of hyssop - 


Make Finger puppets and tell the story (see KIP website) The text is a repetitive set of instructions: God tells Moses what to do and how to remember this event; Moses tells the people; it happens. 

Break first section - God tells Moses and Aaron what they are to do. (Ex 12:1-13) - 
(above) into a set of instructions: - have pupils write as a step by step instructional text. 

Compare what God tells Moses and Aaron with what Moses tells the people - Moses tells the Israelites. Does he pass on everything? 

Watch the video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXmru6NrSAY
Compare the video against the actual text. It leaves a lot of detail out - does it leave anything important out? 





--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


PART 5: The Exodus (exit)

Narrator/storyteller
EX 12:33 The Egyptians urged the people to hasten their departure from the land, for they said, “We shall all be dead.” So, the people took their dough before it was leavened, with their kneading bowls wrapped up in their cloaks on their shoulders.

The Red Sea (Ex 14: 5-25)

When the Pharaoh and his officials heard that the people had left their minds were changed toward the people, and they said, “What have we done, letting Israel leave our service?” So he had his chariot made ready and took his army with him; he took six hundred elite chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them. The Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the Israelites, who were going out boldly. 

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone so that we can serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today, for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them, and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. Then the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.”

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 




The Egyptians pursued and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch, the Lord, in the pillar of fire and cloud, looked down on the Egyptian army and threw the Egyptian army into a panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.”


The song of Moses and the dance of Miriam (Ex 15: 1-21) 

The song of Moses 
Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord:

“I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.
2 The Lord is my strength and my might, and he has become my salvation;
this is my God, and I will praise him; my father’s God, and I will exalt him.
3 The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is his name.

4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea; his elite officers were sunk in the Red Sea.
5 The floods covered them; they went down into the depths like a stone.
6 Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power— your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy.
7 In the greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries; you sent out your fury; it consumed them like stubble.
8 At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; the floods stood up in a heap; the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea.

9 The enemy said, ‘I will pursue; I will overtake; I will divide the spoil; my desire shall have its fill of them. I will draw my sword; my hand shall destroy them.’
10 You blew with your wind; the sea covered them; they sank like lead in the mighty waters.
11 Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in splendor, doing wonders?
12 You stretched out your right hand; the earth swallowed them.

13 In your steadfast love you led the people whom you redeemed; you guided them by your strength to your holy abode.
14 The peoples heard; they trembled; pangs seized the inhabitants of Philistia.
15 Then the chiefs of Edom were dismayed; trembling seized the leaders of Moab; all the inhabitants of Canaan melted away.
16 Terror and dread fell upon them; by the might of your arm, they became still as a stone
until your people, O Lord, passed by, until the people whom you acquired passed by.
17 You brought them in and planted them on the mountain of your own possession, the place, O Lord, that you made your abode, the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hands have established.
18 The Lord will reign forever and ever.”

19 When the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his chariot drivers went into the sea, the Lord brought back the waters of the sea upon them, but the Israelites walked through the sea on dry ground.


The Song of Miriam
Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them:
“Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.”



SPECIFIC TEXT STUDY: Suggested Prop and Teaching and Learning Activities 
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Prop: Tambourine 




Make Finger puppets and tell the story (see KIP website) - you will need some additional characters to dance and sing! 

Note how the song of Moses is a song! It tells all that has happened – it recalls the events. Teach pupils this song of verses 1 and 2 (or sing and dance to it!) – This song is one of the readings named for the Easter Vigil, taught in A4. 

Don’t spend time on Miriam – she is the focus of FQ3




--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PART 6: Wandering to the Promised Land 


Notes: The track that the Israelites took is difficult to plot exactly as the event is recorded with varying amounts of detail in several books. This map is a reasonable attempt! 


The Sinai covenant (Ex 19:1-16)

a. On the third new moon after the Israelites had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that very day, they came into the wilderness of Sinai and camped there in front of the mountain. 

b. Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain, “Thus you shall tell the Israelites: You have seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now, therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.”

c. So, Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that the Lord had commanded him. The people all answered as one, “Everything that the Lord has spoken we will do.” 

When Moses had told the words of the people to the Lord, the Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow. Have them wash their clothes and prepare for the third day, because on the third day the Lord will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 

On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, as well as a thick cloud on the mountain and a blast of a trumpet so loud that all the people who were in the camp trembled. Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God. They took their stand at the foot of the mountain. Now all of Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke, because the Lord had descended upon it in fire; the smoke went up like the smoke of a kiln, while the whole mountain shook violently. 
The Lord summoned Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.



The Ten Commandments (Ex 20: 1-21)

Then God spoke all these words, 

1. “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.

2. “You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above or that is on the earth beneath or that is in the water under the earth.

3. “You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

4. “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it.

5. “Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

6. “You shall not murder. 

7. “You shall not commit adultery.

8. “You shall not steal.

9. “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.

10. “You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, male or female slave, ox, donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.”

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance.

God and Moses and the community stay at Sinai for days – and during this time God gives Moses a long list of rules, duties and obligations. 


The Covenant is sealed (Ex 24)

Ex 24 Moses went and told the people all the words of the Lord and all the ordinances, and all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the Lord has spoken we will do.” And Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord. He rose early in the morning, built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and set up twelve pillars, corresponding to the twelve tribes of Israel. He sent young men of the Israelites, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed oxen as offerings of well-being to the Lord. Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he dashed against the altar. Then he took the book of the covenant and read it in the hearing of the people, and they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” Moses took the blood and dashed it on the people, and said, “Here is the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.”


SPECIFIC TEXT STUDY: Suggested Teaching and Learning Activities 
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Prop: Mountain



Use the map to find Mount Sinai. Contextualise Sinai on a world map or using google earth. 

Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLVG4itue7E
A couple walk to the top of Mt Sinai. 


Look at 
Covenant – 

10 commandments – 
Abbreviate the 10 commandments into shorter sentences (eg Numbers 6, 7, 8 and 9). Use an alphabet code (eg reverse alphabet) and have pupils write a commandment in code. 
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