




THE WRITING STYLE:





How is the story written?


Whose perspective is it written from?


Whose position does it advocate?


Are there patterns or repetitions in the text?


Is persuasive language used?


What questions are answered by this text?


What questions are raised by this text?








THE WORLDS OF THE TEXT





THE CHARACTERS:





Who are the characters?


How are they described?


Do they have formal roles?


What social groups do they come from?


Do they express feelings?


Which characters speak?


What do they say? To whom?


Do the characters behave as expected?


Do they change during the text?


How do the characters interact?





What titles are given to Jesus?


Is Jesus the main character?


Does Jesus initiate contact with other characters?








THE SETTING:





Where does this story take place?


Is a place mentioned?


Is a building mentioned?











THE PURPOSE: 


What does the text show us about Jesus?


What message does it convey?


Why might the author have included it?








THE TIME:





When does this story take place?


Is a day mentioned?


A time?


When in Jesus’ life does this happen?








THE CULTURE AND CUSTOMS:





What cultural customs are found?	Are there references to the Hebrew Scriptures?


What Religious practices are mentioned?








THE PLACEMENT:





How do the stories before and after this text relate to it?








THE PLOT:





What happens?


What stereotypes does the text perpetuate?
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