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A note about the music and my approach:

When | was first asked to come by Peter’s house in Santa Monica in order to “feel out” a new trio that
was being considered for a short South American tour, | was ecstatic. Being solely an electric bass player, |
honestly never thought that | would get the opportunity to make music like this. While | pride myself on
being a versatile player, generally speaking, the sensitive, thoughtful and artistic trio setting is often reserved
for upright bassists. In all honesty, | would’ve agreed whole-heartedly with that until the very moment we
began to explore this music. | was surprised at how good we sounded as a unit and how musically my voice
fit into the context of this band. | got chills more than once during that first rehearsal.

One would be hard-pressed to find more sensitive musicians than in Peter Erskine or Vardan Ovsepian.
Because of this (and because of the utmost respect | have for these two players), | knew that | must treat the
music with honor and respect. | approached this music with a mind towards reduction. | only wanted to play
what | heard.. no more and no less.

Having played this recording for some friends after the session, | heard more than once, “Wow. [I've
never really heard you play like that!”. This confirms two things in my mind. First, that | was successful in
my approach and last, that | had finally found a group with whom | trusted enough to let the music speak
freely... both of and for itself.

While reading through these transcriptions of what | played on this recording, I'd like you to keep a few
things in mind:

e Every note has a life of it’s own (a beginning, a middle and an end).
Pay CLOSE attention to phrasing, length and inflection. Listen to not just what note is played but
HOW each note is played. For often, on this recording, that is where the art lives.

e There is strength in simplicity.
| love the strength an understated bass line can have. More often than not, what you don’t play
speaks louder than what you do play. Peter has helped to teach me that a strong and simple part
can be both:
1) exactly what the song really wants and
2) also serves to place emphasis on the moments when you do insert a bit more of yourself
into the music melodically.

| hope that, in studying these lines (and, more importantly, my approach to them) that you are able to take
away at least a fraction of what | learned in the process of this recording session. To say that it is an honor
to work with these musicians would be an understatement.

A very special thank you Brittni Williamson for her tireless work helping to transcribe the material as well as
for the inspiration she brings me as a student.

And an extraordinary thank you to Peter & Vardan. | feel that | grow with every note we play together.
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Dr. Kildare / Three Stars Will Shine Tonight

Jerry Goldsmith

Arranged by Vardan Ovsepian
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Frank Loesser
Reharmonized by Vardan Ovsepian
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Slight ritard last time..
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Song For Zoey

|Bass Intro (NO time)|

Notes in arpeggios are held so as to ring openly during intro Damian Eskine
Arranged by Vardan Ovsepian
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|Head (Time remains fairly 0pen)|
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