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Māori are imprisoned in Aotearoa New Zealand 

on a mass scale. And even though the government 

has obligations to make sure it is serving all of its 

citizens well, including those in prisons, it does not 

count the population accurately so its monitoring 

is… variable. 

And then once Māori leave prison, and go back 

to the community, the government also has 

obligations to make sure the health and social 

systems are working equitably for them. But 

again, the lack of data means the government 

does not know much at all about how its actions 

(or inactions) are serving Māori individuals and 

whānau after imprisonment. 

 

TIAKI is focused on better outcomes for Māori and 

whānau after imprisonment. Together, the TIAKI 

Rōpū Rangahau – which includes academics at 

Otago University, the team at Tū Kotahi, Te Rākau

o Te Wāo Tapu Nui and kairangahau with lived 

experience of prisons, looked at this issue in  

a couple of different ways – and one of those  

was by looking at the data.  

 

This graphic novella (which is a term we may 

have sort of made up), pairs some of the findings 

that we previously published in academic articles 

with the glorious illustrations of Jordan Tane. The 

illustrations help to bring life to our findings and  

emphasise our hope for a future without prisons 

on Māori whenua. 

To go with this graphic novella, we have a podcast 

episode focused on the quantitative findings.  

You can scan the QR code on the previous page to 

find out more! 

Ngā mihi

Paula and Gabrielle 
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