TIAKI episode 6 summary 

Welcome to the TIAKI podcast. This is our final episode. 

The hosts of the podcast are Gabrielle Baker and Dr Paula Toko King. And in this episode the focus is on recommendations for government so that it can better support Māori coming out of prison as they return to whānau and communities.

The main points from the episode are:

· Our research showed that Māori released from prison have high health needs and a higher death rate than the rest of the population. But they are less likely to be enrolled with a primary health organisation, less likely to have a prescription filled, and less likely to have a test at a community lab.

· In our research we also heard about how prisons are a lonely place that cut off whānau connections. And coming out of prison can be hard. For example, it can be hard to find a safe, healthy, place to live or a rewarding job. 

· One of the things we learned was about the realities for Māori who are deported to New Zealand from Australia under section 501 of Australia’s Migration Act. They’re returned to New Zealand even if their children and partner are in Australia and left to make a life here away from their whānau, with very little support. 

· One of the main recommendations from TIAKI research is that there needs to be actual, better, supports so that whānau Māori inside prisons are able to maintain connections to their tamariki, whānau, hapū and iwi. 

· TIAKI research also recommends that there be more access for whānau inside prisons to expert support from Māori providers to help people to access education, training and employment. The Department of Corrections should also contract with Māori employment providers as well as providers with proven expertise in working with tāngata whaikaha Māori. 

· We also think that the Department of Corrections should offer more support to help people leaving prisons to access safe, secure, healthy housing. And this should be offered to people who are released from remand as well as those who are released from a prison sentence.

· We also did some research into the Steps to Freedom Grant that the Ministry of Social Development runs. This Grant is available to some people leaving prison for things like rent, bond, clothing, food, power, telephone, and essential appliances like a toaster in the first few days or week after their release. The amount available is up to $350. And this amount is the same as it was more than 30 years ago. From our research we think the actual cost of covering these expenses on release from prison is much higher, up to $1,400. And even that doesn’t cover things like transport or visiting a doctor or nurse or picking up your medication. The alternative is that people return to prison, and that costs more than $3,800 per week according to what the Department of Corrections tells us. So increasing the Steps to Freedom Grant to any amount less than $3,800 represents a saving to the government.

· For the health and disability sectors one of the main things we recommend is that the Department of Corrections, Ministry of Health, and Health New Zealand improve the prison health service. Even though we were not able to get good data about the quality of the service, we know that it has real problems. So this should be fixed.

· We also recommend more government funding and support for Māori health providers. In our interviews, one of the positive things people identified was the ability to work with Māori providers like Kōkiri Marae in Lower Hutt. But we also know that Māori providers have been underfunded in the health sector and this should be fixed too.  

· And there also needs to be improvements to make primary health care more accessible to Māori who are released from prison and their whānau. The low rate of primary health care enrolment, that we talked about in episode 2, is a concern and might be the result of Health New Zealand funding rules. These rules mean if you go to prison, even if just on remand, your GP has to unenroll you. And when you’re returned to the community you have to re-enrol. We asked the government agencies why this rule was in place, but they could not tell us. 

· Our last set of recommendations relate to improving the data held by government on Māori in prisons and in contact with the criminalising legal system. 

· As we shared in episode 2, our analysis shows an undercounting of Māori within prisons in New Zealand by around 6% equating to around 405 more Māori in prisons than is being reported by the Department of Corrections. This has flow on impacts and it means decisions are possibly being made based on inaccurate data.

· We recommend a couple of things here: firstly for the government to put in place approaches to improve data and for these to be designed with Māori, secondly for government to adopt Māori Data Sovereignty approaches and thirdly for justice agencies, including the Department of Corrections to implement the government’s protocols around ethnicity data. 

· We are also especially concerned about the quality of remand data, and think this should be fixed by the Department of Corrections immediately. 

As this is the last episode we also include some interviews with people we spoke with in episode 1. Carwyn says, “I always think the first place to look to is to think about our pūrākau and you know so many of our pūrākau are actually about how you respond to harm, what happens when something goes wrong, what are the consequences for acting badly and how do you restore relationships that have been damaged when someone has behaved badly”.

There is also an excerpt from our interview with Professor Tracey McIntosh who emphasises that  - in her words “you cannot have a just criminal justice system until you have a just social system”. 

At the end of the episode, we reflect on the TIAKI podcast series, and the research project overall. While the focus of the episode is on the government, we also want to recognise the rangatiratanga of whānau who have experienced the intergenerational harms of prisons and to acknowledge that so many solutions are already sitting with whānau and communities. 

Thank you for engaging with the TIAKI podcast and our research. We have enjoyed sharing our findings and reflections with you and are grateful to everyone who has helped us along the way. Including Jordan Tane who is our graphic designer and was responsible for the podcast branding, and Laura Cherrington who provided our NZSL interpretations. 
