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Institutional Animal Care and
Use Committee

Charge:

The IACUC is responsible for oversight of the
animal care and use program and its components
as described in the Public Health Service (PHS)
Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory
Animals (Policy) and the Guide for the Care and
Use of Laboratory Animals (Guide). Its oversight
functions include an ongoing assessment of
animal care and use. IACUC responsibilities
include: review, at least semiannually, the
institution's program for the humane care and use
of animals; inspect, at least semiannually, the
institution's animal facilities (including satellite
facilities); prepare reports to the Institutional
Official (10) of the IACUC evaluations; Review
animal welfare concerns; make recommendations
to the 10 on any aspect of the animal program,
facilities, or personnel training; review and
approve, those components of PHS conducted or
supported activities related to the care and use of
animals; review and approve, proposed
significant changes to the use of animals in
ongoing activities; and be authorized to suspend
an activity involving animals.

Membership:

The IACUC membership must consist of at least 5
members and includes one veterinarian with training or
experience in laboratory animal science and medicine,
who has direct or delegated authority and responsibility
for activities involving animals at the institution; one
practicing scientist experienced in research with
animals; one member whose primary concerns are in a
nonscientific area (e.g., ethicist, lawyer, member of the
clergy); and one member who is not affiliated with the
institution other than as a member of the IACUC.
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