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To mark the 20th anniversary of the NL Contest, ambas-
sadors and representatives of street culture from the 27
countries of the European Union gathered in Strasbourg
from May 21 to 25, 2026, to reflect on and rethink the
future of street culture at the European level. This historic
gathering in the heart of the European capital of Stras-
bourg marks a major turning point: the determination to
join forces, transcend our national differences and those of
our specific practices, and organize ourselves into a united
system capable of making our voices heard by institutions.

Let's go back to the beginning. Street culture brings
together diverse communities, disciplines, and genera-
tions. They all share one thing in common: they emerged
in the heart of cities, among the streets and concrete
surfaces. All around us, public spaces pulse with our prac-
tices: we defy gravity, we inhabit and transform spaces
and we make them resonate with our sounds, visuals
and movement. We emerged organically without asking
permission. Without pre-established frameworks, our
practices have developed deep and solid roots, guided
by the passion and dedication of those who bring them to
life. Little known, often stereotyped, sometimes co-opted,
they now face a turning point.

Our shared analyses reveal a profound territorial imba-
lance at the European level. Public and institutional
support varies from one country to another, ranging from
advanced models to isolated local initiatives that survive
precariously. This fragmentation undermines the deve-
lopment of national or trans-national projects. We also
observe difficulties in securing financial support, whether
public or private, especially when we lack access and
means of approach to the appropriate decision makers.
We also note challenges with public event schedules,a
glaring lack of communication among stakeholders across
the 27 countries, as well as a lack of shared spaces to cen-
tralize contacts and pool resources.

Our disciplines are rooted in universal values of openness,
justice, equality, respect and inclusion. Street culture
thrives in socially diverse spaces where learning takes
place through peer-to-peer interaction, based on the sha-
ring of experiences and knowledge. Our culture plays a
vital role in building bridges and acting in solidarity with
vulnerable communities. Our movement is deeply interge-
nerational and socially progressive, aware that its future
will be shaped by young people.

MEETING
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Our interactions with the institutional sector highlight
major obstacles: bureaucratic red tape and eligibility
criteria that are sometimes ill-suited to our grassroots
structures. We face a shortage of specialized human
resources and a lack of technical expertise in securing fun-
ding, particularly from European sources. Funds are too
often captured by opportunistic traditional institutions or
federations acting in their own self-interest. Our challenge
is clear: to be fully recognized and funded, but never to
be institutionalized or standardized.

Our goal is to build and establish a platform for coope-
ration—a European Street Culture Network—in order to
become a unified and legitimate voice in the eyes of insti-
tutions, whether local, national, or European. This platform
is built on a shared definition of our movement, as well as
through the creation of a database that centralizes existing
organizations, lists events and contacts and fosters dia-
logue. The goal is to join forces, transcend the boundaries
between disciplines, and thereby transcend the bounda-
ries between countries.

We are committed to fostering cooperation and mutual
trust within our network. We are also committed to sharing
our skills and experiences, bridging disciplines, and sup-
porting the smallest organizations among us. We aim to
ensure that our meetings among European stakeholders
continue so that our aspirations do not go unfulfilled. This
Manifesto seals our commitment to jointly laying the foun-
dations for the future European Street Culture Conference.
A sovereign space where we will discuss and exchange
ideas to preserve the independence that is our strength.

Street culture is already international. Here in
Strasbourg on May 25th, 2026, we have decided
to give it a shared space to envision its future on
a European level. Alone we go faster; together
we go further.



