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Safeguarding and Child Protection
Policy

Introduction

The Positive Impact Primary Academy recognises and takes seriously its responsibility to
safeguard and promote the welfare of children. We endeavour to provide a safe and
welcoming environment where children are respected and valued. We are committed to
working together with other agencies to ensure adequate arrangements are in place to
identify, assess, and support those children who are suffering harm. We recognise that all
adults within the Positive Impact Group have a full and active part to play in protecting and
safeguarding the children in our care, and that the pupils’ welfare is our paramount

concern.

Safeguarding and Child Protection Key Personnel

Director

James Armson
james.armson@positive-impactuk.com

Head of Primary, Designated
Safeguarding Lead and SENDCo

Amelia Goodhew

amelia.goodhew@positive-impactuk.com

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead
and LAC Teacher

Gemma Lish

gemma.lish@positive-impactuk.com

Local Authority Designated Officer
(LADO)

lado@warwickshire.gov.uk
01926745376

Local Authority Children's Services
(Family Connect)

triagehub@warwickshire.gov.uk
01926414144

Prevent Officer at Warwickshire County
Council

geoffthomas@warwickshire.gov.uk

Warwickshire Safeguarding Children
Partnership

wscp@warwickshire.gov.uk
01926746982
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Policy Aims

To provide all staff with the necessary information and standards to enable them to
meet their safeguarding and child protection responsibilities.

To effectively apply consistent good practice through training, auditing, and
development.

To demonstrate the Positive Impact Primary Academy's commitment with regard to
safeguarding and child protection to pupils, parents, and other partners.

To contribute to The Positive Impact Primary Academy's safeguarding portfolio.

We will therefore ensure the following arrangements are in place to safeguard and
promote the welfare of children:

Prevention

We will create an ethos and culture where all students feel secure and able to build
trusted relationships with staff. Children will be encouraged to talk and feel
confident that they will be listened to. Staff and volunteers will be trained regularly
to understand their responsibilities to recognise and report safeguarding or child
protection concerns. This includes maintaining professional curiosity and
understanding that children may not feel ready or know how to tell someone that
they are being abused, exploited, or neglected and/or may not recognise their
experiences as harmful. Students are taught about safeguarding, including online,
through various teaching and learning opportunities as part of a broad and
balanced curriculum.

Protection

We will ensure that each member of staff, governor and other visitors involved in
regulated activity with students has undergone a thorough safer recruitment
process and is sufficiently trained and supported to respond appropriately and
sensitively to safeguarding and child protection concerns.

Support



We will provide structured systems of support for all students and appoint
appropriately qualified and experienced staff (DSLs and DDSLs) to provide advice,
training and support around safeguarding concerns.

Working with Parents and External Agencies

We will work closely with parents to ensure appropriate communications and
actions are undertaken. We will develop and maintain links with relevant external
agencies in all matters relating to safeguarding and child protection. All schools
assess the risks and issues in the wider community as part of the safeguarding
curriculum.

Commitment
We expect everyone to share this commitment, creating a culture of vigilance.

Positive Impact Primary Academy commits to acting in accordance with Keeping Children
Safe in Education. This policy does not aim to replicate the guidance in full. Therefore, the
policy should be read in conjunction with at least Part One and Annex B of Keeping
Children Safe in Education (2025).

Whilst the policy primarily focuses on the safeguarding of children, it also references the
action to be taken if any member of the school community becomes concerned about the
safety or welfare of an adult at risk, aged 18 or over.

The Positive Impact Academy Recognises That

The safety and welfare of a student is always of paramount consideration, and we
will work together with parents, carers and other agencies to safeguard and
promote the welfare of the child.

All children, regardless of age, special needs or disability, racial or cultural
heritage, religious belief, gender or sexual orientation, have the right to be
protected from ill treatment and neglect and to experience a good standard of
care.

All children have the right to be heard, and that the wishes and feelings of the child
should be sought and influence the decision-making.

All incidents and allegations of suspicious or poor practice or abuse will be taken
seriously, listened to and responded to appropriately. This includes allegations
raised through the whistleblowing procedures.

There is a consistent understanding of acceptable behaviour of young people
towards other young people and staff within the school.



e Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility.

Positive Impact Primary Academy Expects

e Everyone should be alert to signs of abuse, neglect and exploitation and to follow
procedures to ensure that children receive effective support and protection.
Everyone knows to whom they should report any concerns or suspicions.

e Everyone is committed to creating a culture of safety that minimises the
opportunity for any kind of abuse (including all forms of child-on-child abuse)
through training, education and robust response procedures.

e We have procedures (of which all staff and visitors are aware) for handling
suspected abuse of students, including procedures to be followed if a member of
staff is accused of abuse or suspected of abuse.

e A Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and any Deputy Designated Safeguarding
Leads (DDSLs) have responsibility for co-ordinating action within the setting and
liaising with other agencies. They must develop expertise and skills to be the most
appropriate person to advise on the response to safeguarding concerns.

We commit to working in partnership with the Warwickshire County Council Safeguarding
Partnership (WS) and will follow their guidance and implement their systems and
protocols for referring families for early help and reporting child protection concerns. The
school is committed to developing effective working practice with locality support
networks and agencies. DSLs will ensure that all staff and governors are aware of issues
and systems for reporting and will provide local safeguarding updates, as signposted by
Warwickshire Safeguarding and partners.

This policy is applicable to all on- and off-site activities undertaken by pupils whilst they
are in the responsibility of the setting; Positive Impact Primary Academy is committed to
anti-discriminatory practice and recognises children’s diverse circumstances. Some
children are at an increased risk of abuse, and additional barriers can exist for some
children to recognise or disclose abuse. We ensure that all children have the same
protection, regardless of any barriers they may face.

Legislation and Statutory Guidance

Statutory Guidance

e Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSiE) (2025)
e Working Together to Safeguard Children (2023)
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Multi-agency statutory guidance on female genital mutilation (2020)
Early Years Foundation Stage (2025)
Teachers' Standards July (2021)

Legislation

The Children Act 1989 and The Children Act (2004)

Section 5B (11) of the Female Genital Mutilation Act (2003), as inserted by section
74 of the Serious Crime Act (2015)

The Rehabilitation of Offenders Act (1974)

Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act (2006)

Counterterrorism and Security Act (2015) (and the Prevent Duty guidance)
The Education Act (2002)

Education (Independent Academy Standards) (England) Regulations (2014)
The Academy Staffing (England) Regulations (2009)

Part 1 of the schedule to the Non-Maintained Special Academies (England)
Regulations (2015)

The Equality Act (2010)

The Childcare (Disqualification) Regulations 2009 (and 2018 amendment)
The Childcare (Act 2006)

Public Sector Equality Duty (2012)

Care Act (2014)

Mental Capacity Act (2005)

The school has regard to the following guidance and reviews relating to safeguarding:

Working Together to Safeguard Children DfE (December 2023)
Keeping Children Safe in Education DfE (2025)

Working Together to Improve School Attendance, DfE (August 2024)

Guidance for Safer Working Practices for Adults Who Work with Children and
Young People in Education Settings (Feb 2022)

What To Do If You're Worried a Child is Being Abused DfE (March 2015)
Information Sharing: Advice for Practitioners Providing Safeguarding Services DfE
(May 2024)

The Prevent Duty: Departmental Advice for Schools and Childcare Providers DfE

(September 2023)

The Prevent Duty: Safequarding Learners Vulnerable to Radicalisation (Updated

March 2024)
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e Mandatory Reporting of Female Genital Mutilation: Procedural Information Home
Office (January 2020)

e Multi-Agency Practice Principles for Responding to Child Exploitation and
Extra-Familial Harm

hil xual Exploitation: Guide for Practitioners DFE (February 2017
Teaching Online Safety in School DfE (January 2023)
Mental Health and Behaviour in Schools DfE (November 2018)
Data Protection: Toolkit for Schools DfE (Updated June 2025)

Promoting the Education of Children with a Social Worker and Children in Kinship
Care (Updated July 2025 to include Virtual School

Preventing Youth Violence and Gang Involvement

Criminal Exploitation of Children and Vulnerable Adults: County Lines
Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Health

Education (Updated 2025)
o L ic Al Act 2021 S suid H Sffice April 2023)

Guidance from Warwickshire Safeguarding:
e www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk
e FEarly Help
e Families First for Children — Child Friendly Warwickshire

Safeguarding Information for All Staff

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s responsibility. Everyone
who comes into contact with children and their families has a role to play. In order to fulfil
this responsibility effectively, all practitioners should make sure their approach is child
centred. This means that they should consider, at all times, what is in the best interests of
the child.

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined in KCSIE (2025) as:

e providing help and support to meet the needs of children as soon as problems
emerge;

e protecting children from maltreatment, whether that is within or outside the home,
including online;
preventing impairment of children’s mental and physical health or development;
ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of
safe and effective care;
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ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of
safe and effective care;
taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes.

For the purposes of this policy, the term ‘safeguarding’ refers to everything our setting
does to keep children safe and promote their welfare, including, but not limited to:

Supporting students' health, safety and well-being, including their mental health.
Meeting the needs of children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
Meeting the needs of children with medical conditions.

Providing first aid.

Providing educational visits.

Ensuring intimate care and emotional wellbeing needs are met.

Maintaining a focus on online safety and associated issues.

Ensuring appropriate arrangements are in place to ensure school security, taking
into account the local context.

Keeping children safe from risks, harm, exploitation and radicalisation.

Ensuring effective child protection procedures are in place and understood.
Working with partner services to promote the welfare of children and protect them
from harm. This includes providing a coordinated offer of early help/support when
additional needs of children are identified and contributing to interagency plans to
provide additional support to children subject to Child in Need or Child Protection
plans.

Child Protection is defined as the activity that is undertaken to protect specific children
who are suspected to be suffering, or likely to suffer, significant harm. This includes harm
that occurs inside or outside the home, including online. Effective safeguarding means
practitioners should understand and be sensitive to factors, including economic and
social circumstances and ethnicity, which can impact children and families’ lives.

‘'Staff’ refers to all those working for or on behalf of the school, full time or part time, in
either a paid or voluntary capacity.

‘Child’ refers to all young people who have not yet reached their 18th birthday. All
children, regardless of age, gender, ability, culture, race, language, religion or sexual
identity, have equal rights to protection.



‘Parent’ refers to birth parents and other adults who are in a parenting role, for example
stepparents, foster carers and adoptive parents.

Roles and Responsibilities

The Director, James Armson, has overall responsibility for the internal strategic
management of a whole school approach to safeguarding and the policy within the
Positive Impact Group's settings.

The Designated Safeguarding Leads and the Deputy Designated Persons have
undertaken the appropriate training required by this role. The names of the Designated
Safeguarding Leads and other members of staff responsible for Child Protection will be
clearly advertised in the school, with a statement explaining the school’s role in referring
and monitoring cases of suspected abuse.

Child protection concerns or allegations against adults working in the school are referred
to the Local Authority Designated Officer for advice. Contact details are listed at the
beginning of this document. Where there are low-level concerns about staff conduct,
these will be addressed using procedures in the staff code of conduct. Any member of
staff found not suitable to work with children will be notified to the Disclosure and Barring
Service (DBS) for consideration for barring, following resignation, dismissal, or when they
cease to use their service as a result of a substantiated allegation, in the case of a
volunteer. Please refer to our DBS Policy for further guidance on this area. The Local
Authority Children's Services contact details are listed at the beginning of this document.

The Prevent Duty Partner details are listed at the beginning of this document. Please see
the section of this policy relating to radicalisation for more information on this.

Parents/carers are made aware of this policy and their entitlement to have a copy of it via
the website.

A Local Safeguarding Children Board/Local Safeguarding Partnership (LSCB/LSP) brings
together organisations responsible for Safeguarding and agrees on how they will
cooperate with one another to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. The main
responsibilities of the LSCB/LSP are to coordinate and quality assure the safeguarding
children activities of member agencies.



The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and Deputy
Designated Person (DDP)

The Designated Safeguarding Lead holds ultimate responsibility for Child Protection and
Safeguarding in the setting and:

Act as a source of support and expertise on matters relating to safeguarding and
child protection to ensure that other members of staff can carry out their
safeguarding duties.

Provide oversight, support and challenge to DDSLs.

Act as a point of contact with the safeguarding partners and engage fully with
requests for information (e.g., Section 175 audit).

Be aware of and up to date with the latest national and local guidance and
requirements, ensuring this is shared with all key personnel.

Advice on the response to safeguarding concerns, ensuring that all safeguarding
concerns raised by staff are properly assessed, categorised, actioned and
resolved, and ensuring that decisions and rationales are clearly recorded.

liaise with the Local Authority and work with other agencies in line with ‘Working
Together to Safeguard Children' (2023).

Be aware of the requirement for children to have an Appropriate Adult and follow
the procedures outlined in Searching, Screening, and Confiscation 2022.

Identify if children may benefit from Early Support.

Refer suspected cases, as appropriate, to the relevant body (local authority
children’s social care, Channel programme, Disclosure and Barring Service, and/or
police), and support staff who make such referrals directly.

Make referrals to the Channel programme where there is a radicalisation concern
and/or support staff who make a referral to Channel.

Support the head with regard to their responsibilities under the Prevent duty and
provide advice and support on protecting children from radicalisation.

Refer cases to the police where a crime may have been committed, with reference
to When to call the police NPCC; be available during school hours for staff to
discuss any safeguarding concerns. In the event that they are not available, a
deputy will be made available.

Undertake training to equip them with the skills to carry out the role and update
this every two years.

Maintain a forensic understanding of safeguarding data, including data relating to
child-on-child abuse.
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Ensure all staff who work directly with children have read and understood Part 1
and Annex B of KCSIE (2025).

Ensure all staff who do not work directly with children have read either Part 1 or
Annex A (as appropriate) of KCSIE (2025).

Update their knowledge and skills regularly and keep up with any developments
relevant to their role.

Provide staff in the school with the knowledge, skills and support required to
safeguard children.

Ensure that all school staff and those working with the school receive initial training
and appropriate regular update training via whole staff training or bulletins on
safeguarding, including how to recognise the signs and symptoms of abuse. This
includes provision of training on how to report a safeguarding concern through the
IRIS Adapt.

Ensure that all staff can demonstrate an understanding of child abuse, neglect and
exploitation and their main indicators, including for children in care (looked after
children). Staff can also demonstrate an understanding of wider safeguarding
issues (details in Annex B of KCSIE) and the additional vulnerabilities of children
with special educational needs and disabilities or those who identify as gender
questioning.

Take responsibility for the accurate and timely recording of safeguarding and child
protection concerns, and take overall responsibility for safeguarding and child
protection files.

Take responsibility for the transfer of safeguarding files when a child leaves their
school, adhering to KCSiE's five school day transfer limit.

Monitor school mobility, and in particular take responsibility for ensuring that those
children removed from the school are removed in adherence with LA guidance,
ensuring that all reasonable steps are taken to ensure that the child is safe.

Attend or ensure an appropriate representative attends multi-agency safeguarding
or child protection meetings.

Ensure that parents and carers are informed of the safeguarding procedures by a
statement in the school’s prospectus, access to the policy and procedures on the
school website and reminders via newsletters.

Work closely with other relevant education professionals (e.g., SENCo, Virtual
Schools Head) to ensure children with additional vulnerabilities are safeguarded
(including engagement to facilitate Para 199 of KCSIE 2025, allowing the virtual
head to promote educational achievement of children in kinship care.

M



e Help to promote educational outcomes of children who have experienced or are
experiencing safeguarding or child protection issues by sharing relevant
information with teachers and the school’s leadership team.

e Promote a ‘culture of safeguarding’, in which every member of the school
community acts in the best interests of the child.

e Meet regularly with relevant staff to share information about emerging trends and
ensure that the safeguarding curriculum is meeting the needs of students.

e Meet regularly with the Director to ensure that safe recruitment practices are in
place and effective, including checking that the School's Single Central Record is
maintained in line with statutory guidance.

In the absence of the DSL, the Deputy Designated Person will carry out the role as
outlined above.

If, at any point, there is a risk of immediate serious harm to a child, a referral should be
made to Family Connect immediately. Anyone can make a referral.

The DSL will undergo updated child protection training at least every 2 years, with regular
refresher training to keep updated with the national and local initiatives.

Good Practice Guidelines for All Staff

All staff play a particularly important role because they are in a position to identify
concerns early, provide help for children, promote children’s welfare and prevent
concerns from escalating.

All staff:

e have aresponsibility to provide a safe environment, where children can learn.

e will be made aware of and should be clear on the school’s policy and procedures
with regard to safeguarding and child-on-child abuse, and the important role they
have to play in preventing it and responding where they believe a child may be at
risk from it.

e will complete mandatory training provided by the school so that they know and
understand: how to identify indicators of neglect, harm and abuse and the
behaviours associated with these risks; what to do if a child discloses information
which is a safeguarding concern (including FGM); what safeguarding systems are
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in place within the school, including the use of IRIS for recording concerns,
decisions, actions, and outcomes.

must be aware of who the DSLs and DDSLs in the safeguarding team are.

are responsible for ensuring that they have read and understood key policies such
as the Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy, the Code of Conduct Policy, the
Behaviour Policy, and how to respond to children who are absent from education,
particularly on repeat occasions and/or prolonged periods. Staff should also be
aware of the role of the designated safeguarding lead (including the identity of the
designated safeguarding lead and any deputies). Staff must also regularly
familiarise themselves with the key information contained in Annex B of KCSIE
2025 in conjunction with this policy.

should be prepared to make referrals to the Family Connect if they are concerned
that a child is suffering, or likely to suffer, significant harm and understand the role
that they may be expected to play in social care assessments.

will be encouraged to contribute to the development of safeguarding policy and
practice.

All staff who work directly with children will be provided with a copy of, and must read,
Part 1 and Annex B of KCSIE annually and will receive ongoing training to maintain
knowledge and skills, including safeguarding roles and responsibilities. Staff who do not
work directly with children will be provided with a copy of Part 1 of KCSIE (2025) and must
read this document. In either case, all members of staff must sign a declaration
confirming they have done this.

Please also refer to The Positive Impact Academy's Code of Conduct for all staff and
volunteers.

Abuse of Trust

All The Positive Impact Primary Academy staff are aware that inappropriate behaviour
towards pupils is unacceptable and that their conduct towards pupils must be beyond
reproach.

In addition, staff should understand that, under the Sexual Offences Act 2003, it is an
offence for a person over the age of 18 to have a sexual relationship with a person under

the age of 18, where that person is in a position of trust, even if the relationship is
consensual. This means that any sexual activity between a member of The Positive



Impact Primary Academy staff and a pupil under 18 may be a criminal offence, even if that
pupil is over the age of consent.

The Positive Impact Academy'’s Staff Behaviour (Code of Conduct) sets out our
expectations of staff and is signed by all staff members.

Definitions and Guidance

Different Forms of Abuse

To ensure that our children are protected from harm, we need to understand what types
of behaviour constitute abuse. Abuse is a form of maltreatment of a child. Somebody may
abuse or neglect a child by inflicting harm or by failing to act to prevent harm. Harm can
include ill treatment that is not physical, as well as the impact of witnessing ill treatment
on others. This can be particularly relevant, for example, in relation to the impact on
children of all forms of domestic abuse. Children may be abused in a family or in an
institutional or community setting by those known to them or, more rarely, by others.
Abuse can take place wholly online, or technology may be used to facilitate offline abuse.
Children may be abused by an adult or adults, or by another child or children.

There are four categories of abuse: physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse and
neglect:

e Physical abuse may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or
scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise causing physical harm to a child.
Physical harm may also be caused when a parent or carer fabricates the
symptoms of, or deliberately induces illness in, a child.

e Emotional abuse is the persistent emotional maltreatment of a child, such as to
cause severe and persistent adverse effects on the child's emotional development.
It may involve conveying to children that they are worthless or unloved, inadequate
or valued only for meeting the needs of another person. It may feature age or
developmentally inappropriate expectations being imposed on children. These may
include interactions that are beyond the child's developmental capability, as well as
overprotection and limitation of exploration and learning, or preventing the child
from participating in normal social interaction. It may involve seeing or hearing the
ill-treatment of another. It may involve serious bullying, causing children to
frequently feel frightened or in danger, or the exploitation or corruption of children.
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Some level of emotional abuse is involved in all types of maltreatment of a child,
although it may occur alone.

e Sexual abuse involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in
sexual activities, not necessarily involving a high level of violence, whether or not
the child is aware of what is happening. The activities may involve physical
contact, including penetrative and non-penetrative acts. They may include
non-contact activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in the production
of, pornographic material or watching sexual activities, or encouraging children to
behave in sexually inappropriate ways, or grooming a child in preparation for
abuse. Sexual abuse can take place online, and technology can be used to
facilitate offline abuse. Sexual abuse is not solely perpetrated by adult males.
Women can also commit acts of sexual abuse, as can other children. The sexual
abuse of children by other children is a specific safeguarding issue in education.

e Neglect is the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or
psychological needs, likely to result in the serious impairment of the child’s health
or development. Neglect may occur during pregnancy as a result of maternal
substance misuse. Once a child is born, neglect may involve a parent or carer
failing to provide adequate food and clothing or shelter, including exclusion from
home or abandonment; failing to protect a child from physical and emotional harm
or danger; failure to ensure adequate supervision, including the use of inadequate
caretakers; or the failure to ensure access to appropriate medical care or
treatment. It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic
emotional needs.

Child-on-Child Sexual Violence and Sexual
Harassment

The Positive Impact Primary Academy recognises that children are capable of abusing
their peers, and that this abuse can include: bullying (including cyberbullying); physical
abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing physical
harm; sexual violence, such as rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault; sexual
harassment, such as sexual comments, remarks, jokes and online sexual harassment,
which may be stand-alone or part of a broader pattern of abuse; up-skirting, which
typically involves taking a picture under a person's clothing without them knowing, with
the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks to obtain sexual gratification, or cause
the victim humiliation, distress or alarm; sexting (also known as youth produced sexual
imagery); initiation/hazing type violence and rituals. The values, ethos and behaviour
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policies provide the platform for staff and students to clearly recognise that abuse is
abuse and it will never be tolerated or diminished in significance. It should be recognised
that there is a gendered nature to child-on-child abuse, i.e. that it is more likely that girls
will be victims and boys perpetrators. Schools should recognise the impact of sexual
violence and the fact that children/young people can, and sometimes do, abuse their
peers in this way.

As an alternative education provider:

e We will not tolerate instances of child-on-child abuse and will not pass it off as
“banter”, “just having a laugh” or “part of growing up”.

e We will follow both national and local guidance and policies to support any
children/young people subject to child-on-child abuse, including sexting (also
known as youth-produced sexual imagery) and gang violence.

e We will follow the guidance on managing reports of child-on-child sexual violence
and sexual harassment in schools.

We will always record episodes of ‘up-skirting".

e We will monitor, act, analyse and report on this and all forms of child-on-child

abuse (prejudice & bullying).

While bullying between children is not a separate category of abuse, neglect or
exploitation, it is a very serious issue that can cause considerable anxiety and distress. All
incidents of bullying should be reported and will be managed through our anti-bullying
procedures. If the bullying is particularly serious, or the anti-bullying procedures are
deemed ineffective, the Head/DSL will consider implementing child protection
procedures.

The management of children and young people with sexually harmful behaviour is
complex, and the setting will work with other relevant agencies to maintain the safety of
the whole school community. Young people who display such behaviour may be victims
of abuse themselves, and the child protection procedures will be followed for both victim
and perpetrator.
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Child-on-Child Sexual Violence and Sexual
Harassment

Sexual violence reports from children are important. A culture of vigilance, of being
proactive and a zero-tolerance approach ensures that children are confident to report
concerns. Victims are reassured that they are being taken seriously and that they will be
supported and kept safe. A victim should never be given the impression that they are
creating a problem by reporting sexual violence or sexual harassment, nor should a victim
ever be made to feel ashamed for making a report. It is important to explain that the law is
in place to protect children rather than criminalise them. Staff must inform the DSL (or
Deputy) as soon as practically possible if the DSL (or Deputy) is not involved in the initial
report. The DSL (or Deputy) will manage the report in line with current guidance in KCSIE.
When taking down details of any harassment, the staff member devotes their full attention
to the child and listens to what they are saying. All children are reassured, supported and
taken seriously; they are never made to feel ashamed. When making notes, staff should
be conscious of the need to remain engaged with the child and not appear distracted by
the note-taking. Nevertheless, it is essential that a written record is made.

Confidentiality

The victim may ask the school not to tell anyone about the sexual violence or sexual
harassment. Staff taking a report should never promise confidentiality. The DSL (or a
DDSL) should consider the following:

e Parents or carers should normally be informed unless this would put the victim at
greater risk.

e The basic safeguarding principle is: if a child is at risk of harm, is in immediate
danger, or has been harmed, a referral should be made to the local authority
children’s social care.

e Sexual assaults are crimes. Whilst the age of criminal responsibility is ten, if the
alleged perpetrator is under ten, the starting principle of referring to the police
remains.

If a referral to local authority children’s social care and/or a report to the police is made

against the victim’'s wishes, this should be handled extremely carefully, the reasons
should be explained to the victim and appropriate specialist support should be offered.
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Additional information on confidentiality and information sharing is available at
Safeguarding Practitioners Information Sharing Advice and NSPCC: Information sharing
and confidentiality for practitioners.

Risk Assessments

A report of sexual violence or sexual harassment should include the time and location of
the incident. Subsequent risk assessments will include any actions required to make the
location safer. It is also important to understand intra-familial harms and identify any 69
necessary support for siblings following incidents of sexual violence or sexual
harassment.

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) and Child Criminal
Exploitation (CCE)

CSE involves exploitative situations, contexts and relationships where young people
receive something as a result of engaging in sexual activities. Sexual exploitation can take
many forms. What marks out exploitation is an imbalance of power in the relationship. The
perpetrator always holds some kind of power over the victim, which increases as the
exploitative relationship develops. Sexual exploitation involves varying degrees of
coercion, manipulation, intimidation or enticement, including unwanted pressure from
peers to have sex, sexual bullying, including cyberbullying and grooming. However, it is
also important to recognise that some young people who are being sexually exploited do
not exhibit any external signs of this abuse and may not see themselves as a victim and
may resent interference. However, this should not influence whether or not a referral is
made. Some of the following signs may be indicators of CSE: children appear with
unexplained gifts, who may have an older boyfriend or girlfriend, who misuse drugs and
alcohol, who are absent for periods of time or suffer changes in their emotional
well-being.

Child sexual exploitation is a form of child sexual abuse. It occurs where an individual or
group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child
or young person under the age of 18 into sexual activity (a) in exchange for something the
victim needs or wants, and/or (b) for the financial advantage or increased status of the
perpetrator or facilitator. The victim may have been sexually exploited even if the sexual
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activity appears consensual. Child sexual exploitation does not always involve physical
contact; it can also occur through the use of technology.

Indicators of child sexual exploitation may include:

Acquisition of money, clothes, mobile phones, etc., without a plausible explanation;
gang-association and/or isolation from peers/social networks;

exclusion or unexplained absences from school, college or work;

leaving home/care without explanation and persistently absent or returning late;
excessive receipt of texts/phone calls;

returning home under the influence of drugs/alcohol;

inappropriate sexualised behaviour for age/sexually transmitted infections;
evidence of/suspicions of physical or sexual assault;

relationships with controlling or significantly older individuals or groups;
multiple callers (unknown adults or peers);

frequenting areas known for sex work;

concerning the use of the internet or other social media;

increasing secretiveness around behaviours; and

self-harm or significant changes in emotional well-being.

Although the following vulnerabilities increase the risk of child sexual exploitation, it must
be remembered that not all children with these indicators will be exploited. Child sexual
exploitation can occur without any of these issues:

Having a prior experience of neglect, physical and/or sexual abuse;

lack of a safe/stable home environment, now or in the past (domestic abuse or
parental substance misuse, mental health issues or criminality, for example);
recent bereavement or loss;

social isolation or social difficulties;

absence of a safe environment to explore sexuality;

economic vulnerability;

homelessness or insecure accommodation status;

connections with other children and young people who are being sexually
exploited;

family members or other connections involved in adult sex work;

having a physical or learning disability;

being in care (particularly those in residential care and those with interrupted care
histories); and
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e sexual identity.

CCE is where an individual or a group takes advantage of power to coerce, manipulate or
deceive a child or young person into committing a criminal act. CCE of children/young
persons can involve force/enticement-based methods of compliance, which can involve
threats of violence or actual violence and may include:

Travelling outside of the area they live in on public transport: the county lines.
Committing crimes on behalf of or requested by others because friends/family are
being threatened with violence to settle debts or fabricated debts.

Being forced to commit crimes so they can be part of a gang.

Being encouraged or manipulated to commit crimes by social media.

Receiving food, money, or status in return for storing weapons or drugs.
Participating in ‘cuckooing’, a form of crime in which drug dealers take over the
home of a vulnerable person in order to use it as a base for drug dealing.

Some of the following signs may be indicators of CCE:

e Wearing new clothes, having money, mobile phones, etc., without a reasonable
excuse;

gang association or isolation from friends, different friends/social network;
exclusion or periods of absence from school;

going missing from home/care without explanations;

receiving lots of texts or calls. The abuse can be perpetrated by individuals or
groups, males or females, and children or adults.

The abuse can be a one-off occurrence or a series of incidents over time, and range from
opportunistic to complex organised abuse. Victims can be exploited even when activity
appears consensual, and it should be noted exploitation as well as being physical can be
facilitated and/or take place online.

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

All staff need to be alert to the possibility of a girl being at risk of FGM, or already having
suffered FGM. There is a range of potential indicators that a child or young person may be
at risk of FGM, which individually may not indicate risk, but if there are two or more
indicators present, this could signal a risk to the child or young person. It should be noted
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that girls at risk of FGM may not yet be aware of the practice or that it may be conducted
on them, so sensitivity should always be shown when approaching the subject.

For more information on the warning signs in relation to FGM, please visit the government
advice link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/female-genital-mutilation-guidelines

There is a statutory duty upon teachers to report to the police where they discover that
FGM appears to have been carried out on a girl under 18. Section 5B of the Female Genital
Mutilation Act 2003 places a statutory duty upon teachers, along with regulated health
and social care professionals in England and Wales, to report to the police where they
suspect that FGM appears to have been carried out on a girl under the age of 18.

In addition to FGM, the African practice of “ironing” a girl's chest with a hot stone to delay
breast formation is spreading in the UK. This is a practice whereby mothers, aunties or
grandmothers use a hot stone to massage across the breast repeatedly in order to “break
the tissue” and slow its growth. The perpetrators, usually mothers, consider it a traditional
measure which protects girls from unwanted male attention, sexual harassment and rape.
Medical experts and victims regard it as child abuse, which could lead to physical and
psychological scars, infections, inability to breastfeed, deformities and breast cancer.

Mental Health

Mental health problems can, in some cases, be an indicator that a child has suffered or is
at risk of suffering abuse, neglect or exploitation and school has an important role to play
in supporting the mental health and well-being of our pupils.

Whilst only appropriately trained professionals should attempt to make a diagnosis of a
mental health problem, staff are well placed to observe children day-to-day and identify
those whose behaviour suggests that they may be experiencing a mental health problem
or be at risk of developing one.

Where children have suffered abuse, neglect or exploitation, or other potentially traumatic
adverse childhood experiences, this can have a lasting impact throughout childhood,
adolescence and into adulthood. It is key that staff are aware of how these children’s
experiences can impact their mental health, behaviour and education.
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If staff have a mental health concern about a child that is also a safeguarding concern,
immediate action should be taken, following the Safeguarding policy and speaking to the
DSL or a Deputy.

Additional information, advice and guidance have been published by the DFE, Public
Health England and NSPCC.

Radicalisation

Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to support terrorism and
forms of extremism.

From 1 July 2015, all schools are subject to section 26 of the Counter-Terrorism and
Security Act 2015 to have due regard to the need to prevent people from being drawn into
terrorism. This duty is known as the Prevent duty. The statutory Prevent guidance
summarises the requirements on schools in terms of four general themes: risk
assessment, working in partnership, staff training and IT policies.

It is possible to prevent vulnerable people from being radicalised during this process.
However, there is no single way of identifying those individuals who are vulnerable.
Radicalisation can occur in many different ways, including specific background factors or
specific influences such as family and friends. Social media and the internet are also
major factors in the radicalisation of young people. Risk Assessment requires a general
understanding of the risks affecting children and young people in the community and how
to identify individual children who may be at risk of radicalisation.

As with other safeguarding risks, staff should be alert to changes in behaviour which
could indicate that children may be in need of support or protection. Staff should use their
professional judgement and act proportionately, which may include making a referral to
the Channel programme.

Channel is a programme which focuses on providing support at an early stage to those
who are identified as being vulnerable to being drawn into terrorism. An individual's
engagement with the programme is entirely voluntary at all stages. Following a referral to
Channel, an assessment will be made to the extent to which identified individuals are
vulnerable to being drawn into terrorism, and, where considered appropriate and
necessary consent is obtained, arrangements will be made for support to be provided to
those individuals.
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For more information on this guidance, please visit the government advice link below:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/channelguidanceple

Absent from Education

We recognise that full attendance at school is important to the well-being of all our pupils
and enables them to access the opportunities made available to them at school.
Attendance is monitored closely as patterns of absence are sometimes a cause for
concern. Absence may be linked to overlapping issues, and contextual safeguarding
should be reinforced.

A child absent from education is a potential indicator of abuse, neglect or exploitation.
Where a child has been absent from school with no explanation for 2 days, a home visit
should be made to ensure the child’s wellbeing. The DSL will monitor unauthorised
absence, particularly where children are absent on repeated occasions. Where a pupil
has 10 consecutive school days of unexplained absence and all reasonable steps* have
been taken by the school to establish their whereabouts without success, the school
should make an immediate referral to your local Councils Children Missing Education
(CME) Service. Home visits will be conducted when appropriate.

Reasonable steps may include:

Telephone calls to all known contacts

Letters home, including recorded delivery

Contact with other schools where siblings may be registered

Possible home visits, where safe to do so

Enquiries to friends, neighbours, etc. through school contacts

Enquiries with any other Service known to be involved with the pupil/family
All contacts and outcomes are to be recorded in the pupil's file

lllegal Drugs

When there is evidence or reasonable cause to believe that a young person is using illegal
drugs, appropriate action and support will be taken.
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Further enquiries and/or further action will be taken when the school receives reliable
information about drug and alcohol abuse by a child’s parents/carers.

Youth Produced Sexual Imagery (Sexting)

The practice of children sharing images and videos via text message, email, social media
or mobile messaging apps has become commonplace. However, this online technology
has also given children the opportunity to produce and distribute sexual imagery in the
form of photos and videos. Such imagery involving anyone under the age of 18 is illegal.

Youth-produced sexual imagery refers to both images and videos where:

e A person under the age of 18 creates and shares sexual imagery of themselves
with a peer under the age of 18.

e Consensual and non-consensual taking and sharing nude photographs of
under-18s is a criminal offence.

e A person under the age of 18 shares sexual imagery created by another person
under the age of 18 with a peer under the age of 18 or an adult.

e A person under the age of 18 is in possession of sexual imagery created by
another person under the age of 18.

e Allincidents of this nature should be treated as a safeguarding concern and in line
with the UKCCIS guidance ‘Sexting in schools and colleges: responding to
incidents and safeguarding young people’.

e Cases where sexual imagery of people under 18 has been shared by adults and
where sexual imagery of a person of any age has been shared by an adult to a
child are child sexual abuse and should be responded to accordingly.

If a member of staff becomes aware of an incident involving youth-produced sexual
imagery, they should follow the child protection procedures and refer to the DSL as soon
as possible. The member of staff should confiscate the device involved and set it to flight
mode or, if this is not possible, turn it off. Staff should not view, copy or print the
youth-produced sexual imagery.

The DSL should hold an initial review meeting with appropriate school staff and
subsequent interviews with the children involved (if appropriate). Parents should be
informed at an early stage and involved in the process unless there is reason to believe
that involving parents would put the child at risk of harm. At any point in the process if
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there is concern that a young person has been harmed or is at risk of harm, a referral
should be made to Children's Social Care or the Police as appropriate.

Early information sharing is vital. Inmediate referral at the initial review stage should be
made to Children’s Social Care/Police if:

The incident involves an adult.

There is good reason to believe that a young person has been coerced,
blackmailed or groomed or if there are concerns about their capacity to consent.
For example, owing to special education needs.

What you know about the imagery suggests the content depicts sexual acts which
are unusual for the child's development stage or are violent.

The imagery involves sexual acts.

The imagery involves anyone aged 12 or under.

There is reason to believe a child is at immediate risk of harm owing to the sharing
of the imagery, for example, the child is presenting as suicidal or self-harming.

If none of the above applies, then the DSL will use their professional judgement to assess
the risk to pupils involved and may decide, with input from the Director, to respond to the
incident without escalation to Children’s Social Care or the police.

In applying judgment, the DSL will consider if:

There is a significant age difference between the sender/receiver.

There is any coercion or encouragement beyond the sender/receiver.

The imagery was shared and received with the knowledge of the child in the
imagery.

The child is more vulnerable than usual, i.e. at risk.

There is a significant impact on the children involved.

The image is of a severe or extreme nature.

The child involved understands consent.

The situation is isolated, or if the image has been more widely distributed.
There are other circumstances relating to either the sender or recipient that may
cause for concern, i.e. difficult home circumstances.

The children have been involved in incidents relating to youth-produced imagery
before.
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If any of these circumstances are present, the situation will be escalated according to our
child protection procedures, including reporting to the police or children’s social care.
Otherwise, the situation will be managed within the school.

The DSL will record all incidents of youth-produced sexual imagery, including both the
actions taken, actions not taken, reasons for doing so and the resolution in line with
safeguarding recording procedures. Youth refers to anyone under the age of 18.

Online Safety

Our pupils increasingly use electronic equipment on a daily basis to access the internet
and share content and images via social media sites such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram
and Snapchat. Schools have appropriate filtering and monitoring on all school devices
and school networks. All staff will undertake training to understand the process of the
filtering and monitoring system.

Unfortunately, some adults and other children use these technologies to harm children.
The harm might range from sending hurtful or abusive texts or emails to grooming and
enticing children to engage in sexual behaviour such as webcam photography or
face-to-face meetings. Pupils may also be distressed or harmed by accessing
inappropriate material such as pornographic websites or those which promote extremist
behaviour, criminal activity, suicide or eating disorders.

Where pupils are learning remotely, staff will encourage parents to provide their child/ren
with age-appropriate supervision and have the necessary parental controls in place on all
devices. Parents/carers should be informed about who the child is likely to be interacting
with online and which sites they will be asked to access. Remote teaching includes both
recorded and live direct teaching time.

Schools are aware that the balance needs to be struck between ‘overblocking’ sites and
hence limiting access to needed information, and the safeguarding of children from
unsafe information. The Director ensures that appropriate filters and monitoring systems
76 are in place and that staff review their effectiveness. The School has an online safety
policy which explains how we try to keep pupils safe online in school and at home, and
how we respond to online safety incidents. Staff take online training to combat
cyberbullying and internet safety. The school has appropriate filters and monitoring
systems in place, however the school is aware that “over-blocking” does not lead to
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unreasonable restrictions as to what children can be taught with regard to online teaching
and safeguarding.

Pupils are taught about online safety throughout the curriculum and all staff receive online
safety training, which is regularly updated. Risk Assessments are carried out annually
alongside the policy review.

Forced Marriage

A forced marriage is a marriage in which one or both people do not (or in cases of people
with learning disabilities cannot) consent to the marriage but are coerced into it. Coercion
may include physical, psychological, financial, sexual and emotional pressure. It may also
involve physical or sexual violence and abuse.

Forced marriage is an appalling and indefensible practice and is recognised in the UK as a
form of violence against women and men, domestic/child abuse and a serious abuse of
human rights. Since June 2014, forcing someone to marry has become a criminal offence
in England and Wales under the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014.

A forced marriage is not the same as an arranged marriage, which is common in several
cultures. The families of both spouses take a leading role in arranging the marriage, but
the choice of whether or not to accept the arrangement remains with the prospective
spouses.

Staff should never attempt to intervene directly at the school or through a third party.
Contact should be made with social care or the Forced Marriage Unit 200 7008 0151.

Honour-Based Abuse

Honour-based abuse (HBA) can be described as a collection of practices which are used
to control behaviour within families or other social groups to protect perceived cultural
and religious beliefs and/or honour. Such abuse, including violence, can occur when
perpetrators perceive that a relative has shamed the family and/or community by breaking
their honour code. Honour-based abuse might be committed against people who:

e Become involved with a boyfriend or girlfriend from a different culture or religion.
e Want to get out of an arranged marriage.
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e Want to get out of a forced marriage.
e Wear clothes or take part in activities that might not be considered traditional
within a particular culture.

It is a violation of human rights and may be a form of domestic and/or sexual abuse.
There is no, and cannot be, honour or justification for abusing the human rights of others.

Private Fostering Arrangements

A private fostering arrangement occurs when someone other than a parent or close
relative cares for a child for a period of 28 days or more, with the agreement of the child’s
parents. It applies to children under the age of 16 or 18 if the child is disabled. Children
looked after by the local authority, or who are placed in residential schools, children's
homes or hospitals, are not considered to be privately fostered.

Private fostering occurs in all cultures, including British culture, and children may be
privately fostered at any age. The school recognises that most privately fostered children
remain safe and well, but is aware that safeguarding concerns have been raised in some
cases. Therefore, all staff are alert to possible safeguarding issues, including the
possibility that the child has been trafficked into the country.

By law, a parent, private foster carer or other person involved in making a private
fostering arrangement must notify children’s services as soon as possible. However,
where a member of staff becomes aware that a pupil may be in a private fostering
arrangement, they will raise this with the DSL, and the DSL will notify their local authority
Children’s Social Care of the circumstances.

Children with Family Members in Prison

Children with a parent or family member in prison are at risk of poverty, stigma, bullying,
isolation and poor mental health. Performance at school may drop, and they may have to
take on extra responsibilities at home, including becoming young carers in some
situations. The school is aware of which children have a parent or family member in
prison, maintaining confidentiality where necessary.
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Gangs, Organised Crime and County Lines

A gang is typically a noticeable group of individuals that spends time in public and
engages in criminal activity and violence. The group may also be territorial or in conflict
with other gangs. Young people involved in gangs have an increased risk of experiencing
violence and other types of abuse. Gang crime and serious youth violence are also often
synonymous with knife crime and Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE).

County lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved
in exporting illegal drugs (primarily crack cocaine and heroin) into one or more importing
areas [within the UK], using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line".

Exploitation is an integral part of the county lines offending model, with children and
vulnerable adults exploited to move and store drugs and money. Offenders will often use
coercion, intimidation, violence (including sexual violence) and weapons to ensure
compliance of victims.

Children can easily become trapped by this type of exploitation as county lines gangs
create drug debts and can threaten serious violence and kidnap victims (and their
families) if they attempt to leave the county lines network.

Teachers have the power to search pupils without consent for ‘prohibited items' such as
knives and weapons, alcohol, illegal drugs, tobacco, and any item that staff reasonably
suspect has been, or is likely to be, used to commit an offence, cause personal injury or
damage to property. Parents should be informed, and a witness should be present.

Anyone worried about a student involved in, or at risk from, gangs can call the NSPCC on
0808 800 5000.

Up Skirting

Up Skirting is now a criminal offence. This typically involves taking a picture under a
person's clothing without them knowing, with the intention of viewing their genitals or
buttocks to obtain sexual gratification, or cause the victim humiliation, distress or alarm.
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Serious Violence

Signs of serious violence may include increased absence from school, a change in
friendships or relationships with older individuals or groups, a significant decline in
performance, signs of self-harm or a significant change in wellbeing, or signs of assault
or unexplained injuries. Unexplained gifts or new possessions could also indicate that
children have been approached by, or are involved with, individuals associated with
criminal networks or gangs.

Children and the Court System

Children are sometimes required to give evidence in criminal courts, either for crimes
committed against them or for crimes they have witnessed. Making child arrangements
via the family courts following separation can be stressful and entrench conflict in
families. This can be stressful for children.

Domestic Abuse

Domestic abuse can encompass a wide range of behaviours and may be a single incident
or a pattern of incidents. That abuse can be, but is not limited to, psychological, physical,
sexual, financial or emotional. Children can be victims of domestic abuse. They may see,
hear, or experience the effects of abuse at home and/or suffer domestic abuse in their
own intimate relationships (teenage relationship abuse). All of which can have a
detrimental and long-term impact on their health, well-being, development, and ability to
learn.

The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 (Part 1) defines domestic abuse as any of the following
behaviours, either as a pattern of behaviour, or as a single incident, between two people
over the age of 16, who are 'personally connected' to each other:

(a) physical or sexual abuse;

(b) violent or threatening behaviour;

(c) controlling or coercive behaviour;

(d) economic abuse (adverse effect on the victim to acquire, use or maintain money or
other property; or obtain goods or services); and

(e) psychological, emotional or other abuse.
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People are 'personally connected' when they are, or have been, married to each other or
civil partners, or have agreed to marry or become civil partners. If the two people have
been in an intimate relationship with each other, have shared parental responsibility for
the same child, or are relatives.

The definition of Domestic Abuse applies to children if they see or hear, or experience the
effects of, the abuse, and they are related to the abusive person.

Types of domestic abuse include intimate partner violence, abuse by family members,
teenage relationship abuse and child/adolescent to parent violence and abuse. Anyone
can be a victim of domestic abuse, regardless of sexual identity, age, ethnicity,
socio-economic status, sexuality or background, and domestic abuse can take place
inside or outside of the home.

The National Domestic Abuse helpline can be called free of charge and in confidence, 24
hours a day on 0808 2000 247.

Operation Encompass alerts when sent to the school are immediately acted upon. Details
are gathered by relevant staff and recorded. Patterns are monitored, and discussions are
had with social care when relevant.

‘Harm can include ill treatment that is not physical, as well as the impact of witnessing ill

treatment of others. This can be particularly relevant, for example, in relation to the
impact on children of all forms of domestic abuse.’

Safeguarding and Child Protection Procedures

Creating a culture of safeguarding within school requires all staff to adopt an approach
where they are professionally curious, regarding any concerns about children and that
they maintain an attitude that ‘it could happen here".

Indicators of Abuse and What You Might See

Physical signs define some types of abuse, for example, bruising, bleeding or broken
bones. The identification of physical signs is complicated, as children may go to great
lengths to hide injuries, often because they are ashamed or embarrassed, or their abuser
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has threatened further violence or trauma. It is also quite difficult for anyone without
medical training to categorise injuries into accidental or deliberate with any degree of
certainty. For these reasons, it is vital that staff are also aware of the range of behavioural
indicators of abuse and report any concerns to the DSL. This should not prevent staff
from having a professional curiosity and speaking to the DSL if they have concerns about
a child. It is also important that staff determine how best to build trusted relationships with
children and young people, which facilitate communication.

Remember, it is your responsibility to report your concerns. It is not your responsibility to
investigate or decide whether a child has been abused. A child who is being abused
and/or neglected may:

have bruises

bleeding, burns, fractures or other injuries

show signs of pain or discomfort

keep arms and legs covered, even in warm weather

be concerned about changing for PE or swimming

look unkempt and uncared for

change their eating habits

have difficulty in making or sustaining friendships

appear fearful

be reckless with regard to their own or others’ safety

self-harm

frequently miss school or arrive late

show signs of not wanting to go home

display a change in behaviour, like from quiet to aggressive, or happy to withdrawn
challenge authority

become disinterested in their school work

be constantly tired or preoccupied

be wary of physical contact

be involved in, or particularly knowledgeable about, drugs or alcohol
display sexual knowledge or behaviour beyond that normally expected for their
age

Children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) can face additional
safeguarding challenges, of which staff need to be aware. Disability and special 81
educational needs and disabilities may be more prone to being persistently absent from
education, being involved in ‘'honour-based’ abuse, having a parent in prison or being
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involved in county lines. Additional barriers can exist when recognising abuse, neglect
and exploitation in this group of children. These can include:

e Assumptions that indicators of possible abuse, such as behaviour, mood and
injury, relate to the child’s disability without further exploration.

e Being more prone to peer group isolation than other children.
The potential for children with SEND to be disproportionally impacted by
behaviours such as bullying, without outwardly showing any signs.
Communication barriers and difficulties in overcoming these barriers.

e The duty to make reasonable adjustments for disabled children and young people.

Individual indicators will rarely, in isolation, provide conclusive evidence of abuse. They
should be viewed as part of a jigsaw, and each small piece of information will help the
DSL to decide how to proceed. It is very important that you report your concerns.

Safeguarding incidents and/or behaviours can be associated with factors outside the
school and/or can occur between children outside of this environment. All staff, but
especially the DSL (and Deputies), will consider whether children are at risk of abuse or
exploitation in situations outside their families. Extra-familial harms take a variety of
different forms, and children can be vulnerable to multiple harms, including, but not
limited to, sexual exploitation, criminal exploitation, and serious youth violence.

Recognising and Responding to Abuse

If a member of staff, parent or member of the public is concerned about the safety or
welfare of a child, they should report it to the DSL as soon as possible. If the DSL is not
available, it should be reported to the deputy safeguarding lead/s immediately. If, in
exceptional circumstances, the DSL (or deputy) is not available, this should not delay
appropriate action being taken. Staff should consider speaking to a member of the senior
leadership team and/or take advice from local children’s social care, Family Connect.

Although any member of staff can make a referral to children's social care, Family
Connect, where possible, there should be a conversation with the DSL. All staff must
follow the procedures set out below in the event of a safeguarding issue.

All staff will be alert to indicators of abuse, including child-on-child, online abuse, and

exploitation, and will report any of the following to the Designated Safeguarding Lead
immediately:
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any concern or suspicion that a child has sustained an injury outside what is
reasonably attributable to normal play;

any concerning behaviours exhibited by children that may indicate that they have
been harmed or are at risk of harm, including unusual changes in mood or
behaviour, concerning use of language and/or concerning drawings or stories;
any significant changes in attendance or punctuality;

any significant changes in a child's presentation;

any indicators that a child may be experiencing child-on-child abuse;

any concerns relating to people who may pose a risk of harm to a child; and/or
any disclosures of abuse that children have made.

More information about our approach to child-on-child abuse (including sexual violence
and sexual harassment) can be found in specific safeguarding issues, please see Part
One, Part Five and Annex B of KCSIE 2025.

Responding to a Disclosure

When responding to a disclosure from a child, staff will:

listen to what is being said without displaying shock, disbelief or other emotion;
accept what is being said;

allow the child to talk freely;

reassure the child, but not make promises which might not be possible to keep;
never promise a child that they will not tell anyone, it may not be in their best
interest;

reassure them that what has happened is not their fault;

stress that it was the right thing to tell;

listen, only asking questions when necessary to clarify, do not investigate;

not criticise the alleged perpetrator;

explain what has to be done next and who has to be told;

not ask students to write a written record of their disclosure;

reassure the victim they are being taken seriously and they will be supported and
kept safe. A victim should never be given the impression they are creating a
problem by reporting abuse (including sexual violence and sexual harassment), nor
should a victim ever be made to feel ashamed for making a report.
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Reporting and Recording a Concern

All staff and volunteers receive guidance on the procedures to report safeguarding
concerns upon induction and receive regular updates. All concerns should be reported in
writing, using IRIS. Records should be created as soon as possible, on the same day and
during working hours. Staff should never wait until the next day to complete a
safeguarding concern report.

All staff and volunteers will:

e Make a written record, informing the child that you are doing so.

e Pass the information to the DSL and DDSL without delay, either in person (for
immediate, priority cases) or through the use of IRIS (for lower-level concerns),
depending on the nature of the concern. All reports to the DSL must be followed up
in writing through IRIS.

The DSL/DDSL will then:

e Keep a confidential record of all comments, actions, and observations. These
records will be filed, kept securely, and access will be restricted to only staff
authorised by the DSL or Head.

e Seek to discuss any concerns about a student with their parents. This must be
handled sensitively and the DSL or the DDSL will contact the parent in the event of
a concern, suspicion or disclosure. However, if the DSL or the DDSL believes that
notifying parents could significantly increase the risk to the child or exacerbate the
problem, advice will first be sought from Family Connect.

e [f the DSL or the DDSL believes that “a child is experiencing or may have already
experienced abuse or neglect” or “is at risk of suffering significant harm” either
now or in the future, then the school will comply with the procedures of the Local
Safeguarding Partnership.

Concerns About Significant Harm or Imminent
Danger

Any member of staff who suspects or has evidence of child abuse or is concerned that a
child may be at risk of imminent danger must notify the DSL or a DDSL immediately and in
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person. A referral must be made if a child may be suffering or at risk of suffering harm.
Whilst the DSL or a DDSL should ideally make the referral, anyone can make a referral to
children’'s social care, Family Connect. If anyone other than the DSL makes a referral to
children’s social care or to the police, they should inform the DSL as soon as possible.

Concerns Below the Threshold for Significant Harm
and No Imminent Danger

Staff should log concerns on IRIS at the earliest opportunity, providing sufficient
information and context for the DSL/DDSL to assess the information. The DSL will decide
on the most appropriate course of action and whether the concerns should be referred to
Family Connect, using the thresholds guidance Spectrum of Support, published by the
local safeguarding partnership. If it is decided to make a referral to children’s social care,
the parent will be informed, unless to do so would place the child at further risk or
undermine the collection of evidence.

All concerns, discussions and decisions will be recorded in writing. The DSL will provide
guidance on the appropriate action. Options will include:

e Managing any support for the child internally via the school's own pastoral support
processes.

e An Early Support Pathway Assessment.
A referral for statutory services where the child is, or might be, in need, suffering
or likely to suffer significant harm.

5.10 Early Help/ Early Support and Vulnerable Children (Note: This process is known
nationally as Early Help, but in Warwickshire is referred to as Early Support)

All staff should be prepared to identify children who may benefit from early support. Early
Support means providing support as soon as a problem emerges at any point in a child's
life. If early support is appropriate, the DSL or DDSL will generally lead on liaising with
other agencies and setting up an interagency assessment as appropriate. Staff may be
required to support, in some cases, acting as the lead practitioner. Any such cases should
be kept under constant review and consideration given to a referral to children's social
care for assessment for statutory services if the child’s situation does not appear to be
improving or is getting worse. Timelines of interventions will be monitored and reviewed.
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All staff will be made aware of the Early Support process and understand their role in
identifying emerging problems, sharing information with other professionals to support
early identification and assessment of a child's needs. It is important for children to
receive the right help at the right time to address risks and prevent issues from escalating.
This also includes staff monitoring the situation and feeding back to the DSL or DDSL any
ongoing/escalating concerns so that consideration can be given to a referral to children’s
social care if the child's situation does not appear to be improving. We recognise that any
child can be the victim of abuse and may benefit from early help. However, we will be
particularly vigilant to the potential need for early help if a child:

Is disabled or has certain health conditions and has specific additional needs.
Has special educational needs, whether or not they have a statutory Education,
Health and Care Plan (EHCP).

Has a mental health need.

Is a young carer.

Is showing signs of being drawn into anti-social or criminal behaviour, including
gang involvement and association with organised crime groups or county lines.
Is frequently missing/goes missing from care or from home or care.

Has experienced multiple suspensions, is at risk of being permanently excluded
from schools, colleges and in Alternative Provision or a Pupil Referral Unit.

Is at risk of modern slavery, trafficking, sexual or criminal exploitation.

Is at risk of being radicalised or exploited.

Has a parent or carer in custody, or is affected by parental offending.

Is in a family circumstance presenting challenges for the child, such as drug and
alcohol misuse, adult mental health issues and domestic abuse.

Is misusing drugs or alcohol themselves.

Has returned home to their family from care.

Is at risk of so-called 'honour'-based abuse such as Female Genital Mutilation or
Forced Marriage.

Is a privately fostered child.

The DSL will maintain a list of students who the school has identified to be at potential
risk, including those with a social worker, and ensure that relevant staff are aware and
that these students are monitored closely and supported to achieve the best possible
outcomes. This will include children in care (looked after children, or previously looked
after children), or those who have special educational needs or disabilities.

5.11 Referrals
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If it is appropriate to refer the case to the local authority children’s social care or the
police, the DSL will make the referral or support you to do so. If you make a referral
directly, you must tell the DSL as soon as possible. Children's social care assessments
should consider where children are being harmed in contexts outside the home, so the
school will provide as much information as possible as part of the referral process. This
will allow any assessment to consider all the available evidence and enable a contextual
approach to address such harm. The school will be guided by Family Connect as to the
appropriate outcome, e.g., complete an Early Help Pathway Assessment or refer to a
relevant specialist agency. All Child Protection records, including referrals, will be
maintained in a confidential file at the school. The protocols as outlined in the Data
Protection Policy must be followed.

The local authority will decide within 1 working day of a referral about what course of
action to take and will inform the referrer of the outcome. The DSL or person who made
the referral must follow up with the local authority if this information is not made available,
and ensure outcomes are properly recorded. If the child’s situation does not seem to be
improving after the referral, the DSL or person who made the referral must follow local
escalation procedures to ensure their concerns have been addressed and that the child's
situation improves. All escalations must be recorded on IRIS. The DSL should refer all
cases of suspected abuse or neglect to the Family Connect, police (cases where a crime
may have been committed) and to the Channel programme where there is a radicalisation
concern. Consent will be required before support can be delivered to any individual
through the Channel programme. Contact details for the Family Connect can be found in
Section 1 of this policy.

5.12 Trigger Points and Escalation
In the event of serious incidents, the Director should be informed.
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Supporting Children: Opportunities to Teach
Safeguarding

The Positive Impact Primary Academy will ensure that children are taught about
safeguarding, including online safety. This will be considered as part of providing a
planned, broad and balanced curriculum. This will include covering relevant issues for
school through Relationships Education (for all primary pupils) and Relationships and Sex
Education (for all secondary pupils), and Health Education (for all pupils in state-funded
schools). The DSL will ensure that the curriculum covers all the information a child needs
to keep themselves safe, related to age and stage of development.

Schools are required to provide a coordinated approach to early help. We recognise that
providing early help and early information sharing are more effective in promoting the
welfare of children than reacting later. Early Support means providing support as soon as
a problem emerges, at any point in a child’s life, and we are particularly alert to the
potential need for early help for a child who:

e s disabled or has certain health conditions and has specific additional needs;
has special educational needs, whether or not they have a statutory Education,
Health and Care plan;

e has a mental health need;

is a young carer;

is showing signs of being drawn into anti-social or criminal behaviour, including

gang involvement and association with organised crime groups or county lines;

is frequently missing/goes missing from education, home or care;

has experienced multiple suspensions, is at risk of being permanently excluded;

is at risk of modern slavery, trafficking, sexual and/or criminal exploitation;

is at risk of being radicalised or exploited;

has a parent or carer in custody, or is affected by parental offending;

is in a family circumstance presenting challenges for the child, such as drug and

alcohol misuse, adult mental health issues and domestic abuse;

is misusing alcohol and other drugs themselves;

e s atrisk of so-called ‘honour’-based abuse such as Female Genital Mutilation or
Forced Marriage;

e is a privately fostered child.
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When a child requires support from more than one agency (e.g. education, health,
housing, police), the school will follow local procedures, e.g. by completing an Early
Support Assessment (ESA) and identifying what help the child/ family require, to prevent
their needs escalating to a point where intervention via a statutory assessment under the
Children Act 1989 is needed.

We recognise that a child who is abused, who witnesses violence or who lives in a violent
environment may feel helpless and humiliated, may blame themselves, and find it difficult
to develop and maintain a sense of self-worth. We recognise that the school may provide
the only stability in the lives of children who have been abused or who are at risk of harm.

Our setting will support all children by:

e Encouraging the development of self-esteem and resilience in every aspect of
school life, including through the planned curriculum.

e Promoting a caring, safe and positive environment within the school by vigilance
and explicitly promoting children’s welfare.

e Ensure that all children know there is an adult in the school whom they can
approach if they are worried or in difficulty.

e Include regular consultation with children, e.g. through safety questionnaires,
participation in anti-bullying week, asking children to report whether they have had
happy/sad playtimes.

e Liaising and working together with all other support services and those agencies
involved in the safeguarding of children.

e Notifying Children’s Services as soon as there is a significant concern.

Ensuring that a named teacher is designated for Looked After Children (LAC) and
that an up-to-date list of children is regularly reviewed and updated.

e Providing continuing support to a child (about whom there have been concerns)
who leaves the school, by ensuring that such concerns and school medical
records are forwarded under confidential cover to the Head at the pupil’'s new
school as a matter of urgency.

e Listening to a child's wishes and feelings and understanding their lived experience.
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Children Potentially at Greater Risk of Harm

Children Who Need a Social Worker (Child in Need and Child

Protection Plans)

Children may need a social worker due to safeguarding or welfare needs. Children may
need this help due to abuse, neglect or exploitation and complex family circumstances. A
child’s experiences of adversity and trauma can leave them vulnerable to further harm, as
well as educationally disadvantaged in facing barriers to attendance, learning, behaviour
and mental health.

Local authorities should share the fact that a child has a social worker, and the DSL
should hold and use this information so that decisions can be made in the best interests
of the child's safety, welfare and educational outcomes. This should be considered as a
matter of routine. There are clear powers to share this information under existing duties
on both local authorities and schools and colleges to safeguard and promote the welfare
of children. Where children need a social worker, this should inform decisions about
safeguarding (for example, responding to unauthorised absence or missing education
where there are known safeguarding risks) and about promoting welfare (for example,
considering the provision of pastoral and/or academic support, alongside action by
statutory services).

Vulnerable children and those who need a social worker are at risk of poorer educational
outcomes, and the school will recognise this by ensuring relevant educational support is
provided. The Virtual Head Teacher within the Local Authority also has oversight of
attendance, attainment and progress of looked-after children and children in need.

Findings from the Children in Need review, ‘Improving the educational outcomes of
Children in Need of help and protection’, contain further information; the conclusion of the
review, 'Help, protection, education’, sets out the action the Government is taking to
support this.

Children Who Are LGBTQ+

The fact that a child or a young person may be LGBT is not in itself an inherent risk factor
for harm. However, children who are LGBT can be targeted by other children. In some
cases, a child who is perceived by other children to be LGBT (whether they are or not)
can be just as vulnerable as children who identify as LGBT. Risks can be compounded
when children who are LGBT lack a trusted adult with whom they can be open. It is
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therefore vital that staff endeavour to reduce the additional barriers faced and provide a
safe space for them to speak out or share their concerns with members of staff.

Supporting Staff

We recognise that staff who have become involved with a child who has suffered harm, or
appears to be likely to suffer harm, may find the situation stressful and upsetting. We will
support such staff by providing regular sessions to talk through their anxieties and to seek
further support.

Concerns About a Colleague, Including Supply Staff
and Volunteers

The Positive Impact Group creates a culture where all concerns about adults are shared,
recorded and dealt with. Our Low-Level Concerns Policy describes how we deal with
concerns that do reach the threshold for safeguarding. This approach promotes a culture
of safety and transparency for all.

Staff who are concerned about the conduct of a colleague (including supply staff and
volunteers) towards a child are undoubtedly placed in a very difficult situation. They may
worry that they have misunderstood the situation, and they will wonder whether a report
could jeopardise their colleague’s career. All staff must remember that the welfare of the
child is paramount. All concerns of poor practice or concerns about a child’s welfare
brought about by the behaviour of colleagues should be reported to the Head. Complaints
about a Head should be reported to the Director.

Concerns About the Safeguarding Practices Within
the School or Have a Complaint

Staff and volunteers should feel able to raise concerns about poor or unsafe practice and
potential failures in the school’s safeguarding regime. Appropriate whistleblowing

procedures are in place to raise such a concern with the school’s management team.
Please refer to the Whistleblowing Policy for full details.
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Our complaints procedure will be followed where a child or parent raises a concern about
poor practice towards a child that initially does not reach the threshold for child protection
action. Complaints from staff are dealt with under the school’s grievance procedures.

Allegations Made Against Staff, Including Supply
Staff, Volunteers and Contractors

All staff, including supply staff, volunteers and contractors, should take care not to place
themselves in a vulnerable position with a child. It is always advisable for interviews or
work with individual children or parents to be conducted in the presence of other adults.

We understand that a pupil or parent may make an allegation against a member of staff. If
such an allegation is made, the member of staff receiving the allegation will immediately
inform the Director or the most senior teacher if the Director is not available.

If the allegation meets any of the following criteria, it should be reported by the Director to
the Local Authority Designated Officer as soon as possible on that day:

Staff have behaved in a way that has harmed a child, or may have harmed a child.
Staff have possibly committed a criminal offence against or related to a child.

e Behaved towards a child or children in a way that indicates he or she may pose a
risk of harm to children.

e Staff have behaved or may have behaved towards a child or children in a way that
indicates s/he is unsuitable to work with children.

Any member of staff who believes with reasonable cause that allegations about staff are
not being referred to the Local Authority Designated Officer or handled appropriately may
refer the matter directly to the Local Authority Designated Officer.

Under no circumstances will we send a child home, pending such an investigation, unless
this advice is given exceptionally, as a result of a consultation with the Local Authority

Designated Officer.

Suspension of the member of staff against whom an allegation has been made needs
careful consideration, and the Director will consult in making this decision.
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If an allegation is made directly to the police, they will coordinate with the Local Authority
Designated Officer. The Local Authority Designated Officer will then discuss the allegation
with the Director and, where necessary, obtain further details of the allegation. The
Director should not investigate the allegation at this stage. The discussion should also
consider whether there is evidence/information that establishes that the allegation is false
or unfounded.

If the allegation is not definitively false and there is cause to suspect that a child is
suffering or is likely to suffer significant harm, the Local Authority Designated Officer will
immediately refer to Children’s Social Care and request a strategy discussion with the
Head.

If there is no cause to suspect that significant harm is an issue, but a criminal offence
might have been committed, the Local Authority Designated Officer will immediately
inform the police and convene a similar discussion to decide whether a police
investigation is needed. That discussion will also involve other agencies involved with the
child.

After this initial consideration, if it is decided that the allegation does not involve a
possible criminal offence, it will be for the school to deal with it. In such cases, the
Director will decide if a Disciplinary process is required and, if so, will handle the matter in
line with the current disciplinary policy. In a case in which Children's Social Care has
undertaken enquiries, the Head should take account of any relevant information obtained
in the course of those enquiries when considering disciplinary action.

The Local Authority Designated Officer will continue to liaise with the school to monitor
the progress of the case and provide advice and support.

If a criminal investigation is required, the police will aim to complete their enquiries as
quickly as possible, consistent with a fair and thorough investigation and will keep the
progress of the case under review.

If the police and/or Criminal Prosecution Service (CPS) decide not to charge the individual
with an offence, or decide to administer a caution, or a Court acquits the person, the
police aim to pass all information they have which may be relevant to a disciplinary case
to the school as quickly as possible after the decision. The school will then consider the
matter in line with the current disciplinary policy.
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The outcome of the investigation of the allegation should be recorded as malicious,
unfounded, false, unsubstantiated or substantiated.

If the person is convicted of an offence, the police will inform the employer straight away
so that appropriate disciplinary action can be taken.

Referral to the DBS will be made at the conclusion of the disciplinary process, where the
threshold for referral is met. See also:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/making-barring-referrals-to-the-dbs

Staff, parents and governors are reminded that publication of material that may lead to the
identification of a teacher who is the subject of an allegation is prohibited by law.
Publication includes verbal conversations or writing, including content placed on social
media sites.

Allegations Against Pupils

In most instances, the conduct of pupils towards each other will be covered by the
Behaviour Policy. However, some serious allegations may raise safeguarding concerns,
including physical abuse, child-on-child abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse and sexual
exploitation. It is likely to be considered a safeguarding allegation if the allegation:

e is made against an older pupil and refers to their behaviour towards a younger or
more vulnerable pupil.

is of a serious nature, possibly including a criminal offence.

raises risk factors for other pupils in the school.

indicates that other pupils may have been affected by this student.

indicates that young people outside the school may be affected by this student.
is made by a staff member against a pupil.

Examples of safeguarding issues against a pupil could include:
e violence, particularly pre-planned
forcing others to use drugs or alcohol
blackmail or extortion
threats and intimidation
indecent exposure, indecent touching or serious sexual assaults
forcing others to watch pornography or take part in sexting
encouraging others to attend inappropriate parties
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e photographing or videoing other children performing indecent acts

When an allegation is made by a pupil, staff will need to consider if the complaint raises a
safeguarding concern. If there is a safeguarding concern, the Head/DSL should be
informed immediately.

A factual record should be made of the allegation, but no attempt at this stage should be
made to investigate the circumstances.

The DSL will contact the social care to discuss the case and will follow up on the
outcomes of the discussion. The DSL will make a record of the concern, the discussion
and any outcome and keep a copy in the files of both pupils’ files.

A risk assessment must be made to ensure that the pupils are kept safe and separated if
necessary. A supervision plan should be put in place to ensure pupil safety.

If the allegation indicates a potential criminal offence has taken place, the police should
be contacted at the earliest opportunity, and both sets of parents informed.

It may be appropriate to exclude the pupil being complained about for a period of time
according to the Behaviour Policy.

Where neither Children’s Social Care nor the police decide to investigate the complaint, a

thorough school investigation should take place, with a risk assessment prepared and a
supervision plan implemented, if required.

Confidentiality

All matters relating to child protection are confidential. The Head/DSL will disclose any
information about a child to other members of staff on a need-to-know basis only.

All staff must be aware that they have a professional responsibility to share information
with other agencies such as Social Care, Local Authority, Channel, etc., in order to

safeguard children.

All staff must be aware that they cannot promise a child to keep secrets that might
compromise the child’s safety or wellbeing, or that of another.
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The Positive Impact Group always undertakes to share our intention to refer a child to
Social Care with their parents unless to do so could put the child at greater risk of harm,
or impede a criminal investigation.

All confidentiality will take into account the requirements to notify agencies of
safeguarding concerns under the Children Act 1989, Working Together to Safeguard
Children and the Prevent Duty.

The Data Protection Act 2018. DPA and UK GDPR do not prevent the sharing of
information for the purposes of keeping children safe and promoting their welfare. Fears
about sharing information must not be allowed to stand in the way of the need to
safeguard and promote the welfare and protect the safety of children.

Physical Intervention

We acknowledge that staff must only ever use physical intervention as a last resort, when
a child is endangering him/herself or others, and that at all times it must be the minimal
force necessary to prevent injury to another person. Such events should be recorded and
signed by a witness.

We understand that physical intervention of a nature that causes injury or distress to a
child may be considered under child protection or disciplinary procedures.

We recognise that touch is appropriate in the context of working with children, and all
staff have been given training and guidance to ensure they are clear about their
professional boundaries.

It is up to the DSL to ensure that every staff member in the school, who may be called
upon to use physical intervention, has been appropriately trained to deal with any
potential scenarios that may arise.

Staff Training

It is important that all staff have training to enable them to recognise the possible signs of
abuse, neglect and exploitation and to know what to do if they have a concern. New staff,
Governors and Trustees will receive training during their induction. All staff will receive

training that is updated annually with refreshers throughout the year. All members of staff:

48



e are provided with child protection awareness information at induction so that they
know who to discuss a concern with.
are trained in and receive regular updates in e-safety and reporting concerns.
have child protection awareness training every year, to maintain their
understanding of the signs and indicators of abuse.

e know how to respond to a pupil who discloses abuse and the procedure to be
followed in appropriately sharing a concern of possible abuse or disclosure of
abuse.

e are expected to have read at least Section One of Keeping Children Safe in
Education 2025.

e will have been notified of the details of the Local Safeguarding Children Board/LSP
and Prevent partners.

e have an understanding of the expectations, applicable roles and responsibilities in
relation to filtering and monitoring.

Safer Recruitment

The Positive Impact Group endeavours to ensure that we do our utmost to employ ‘safe’
staff by following the guidance in Keeping Children Safe in Education 2025. Please refer
to the Safer Recruitment Policy for further information.

The Designated Persons who are involved in recruitment will be trained in complete Safer
Recruitment Training.

Use of Mobile Phones and Cameras

Where appropriate, the Positive Impact Group may provide a work mobile for staff to use
to record images and videos, as well as make professional calls. At no time should a staff
member’s personal camera or personal mobile phone be used to record children. Staff
mobile phones should not be used unless being used for Health & Safety reasons, and
should be locked away when in a classroom.

All recorded images should only be downloaded onto our school-based system, and
should be deleted once printed.
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Parental consent will be sought for the use of photographs or videos in school and
outside of school, such as on school trips and for promotional reasons. If images are used
with consent, only first names or anonymised titles will be used.

Our policy on E-safety outlines the expectations of pupils regarding mobile phones and
cameras.

Parents may bring mobile phones into the setting but may only take photographs of their
own child/ren, during events such as plays, concerts or sporting events for personal use.
Parents should be reminded that the publication of such images might be unlawful.

We are vigilant to ensure the appropriate use of social media.

Extended School and Off-site Arrangements

Where extended school activities are provided, this policy will still apply, for example,
school lettings. The provider will provide a copy of their own safeguarding and child
protection policy as part of contractual arrangements. When our children attend off-site
activities, we will check that effective child protection arrangements are in place.

Site Security

Visitors to the setting, including contractors, are expected to sign in and are given an
identity (visitor) badge, which confirms they have permission to be on site. Parents who
are simply delivering or collecting their children do not need to sign in. All visitors are
expected to observe the school’s safeguarding and health and safety regulations to
ensure children in school are kept safe. The Head will exercise professional judgement in
determining whether any visitor should be escorted or supervised while on site.

Record Keeping

The DSL will maintain child protection records and ensure they:
e Have details of at least two emergency contacts on every child's file.

e Keep a clear and comprehensive summary of the concern about children, even
when there is no need to refer the matter.
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Keep details of how the concern was followed up and resolved.

Keep a note of any action taken, decisions reached and the outcome.
Keep records in meticulous chronological order.

Keep all records in secure and locked locations.

Send all relevant records to the receiving school, college or education
establishment when a pupil moves and that safe receipt is confirmed.

Child protection records will be maintained independently from the pupil’'s school files,
and the school file will be 'tagged’ to indicate that separate information is held.

Such records will only be accessible to the DSL and any school leader who needs to be
aware. Such records will include, in addition to the name, address and age of the child,
timed and dated observations describing the child’s behaviour, appearance,
statements/remarks made to staff or other children and observations of interactions
between the child, other children, members of staff and/ or parents/ carers that give rise
to concern. Where possible and without interpretation, the exact words spoken by the
child or parent/carer will be recorded. Records will be signed, dated and timed by the
member of staff making the record.

Child protection records are normally exempt from the disclosure provisions of the Data
Protection Act, which means that children and parents do not have an automatic right to
see them. If a request is received, please refer to the Head/Head of School, who will
advise them to submit a Freedom of Information request for consideration. The Data
Protection Act does not prevent school staff from sharing information with relevant
agencies, where that information may help to protect a child.

This policy is reviewed annually.

Overall responsibility lies with the Director, who liaises with the Senior Leadership Team to
ensure a robust and sustainable model of Leadership.

Signed by Director

James Armson
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Online Safety (E-Safety) Policy

Principles

This policy has been written for The Positive Impact Primary Academy, in line with local
and national guidance. This policy should be read in conjunction with the Safeguarding
and Child Protection Policy, the Anti-bullying Policy and the Curriculum Policy.

At The Positive Impact Group, we recognise both the significant benefits and potential
risks associated with using the Internet and digital technologies. This policy outlines clear
procedures to ensure that our pupils use these tools safely, responsibly, and with
discernment. We believe that the ability to navigate the Internet safely is an essential life
skill. Our aim is to empower pupils to understand existing risks, make informed choices,
and confidently manage future challenges in a rapidly evolving digital world.

We also acknowledge that adults, both in their personal and professional lives, can be
vulnerable to online threats, such as cyberbullying, phishing, or reputational harm. This
policy emphasises the importance of training and promoting best practices among staff to
ensure safer and more effective use of technology. In addition, we are aware of broader
safety concerns related to technology use, including screen overexposure, privacy
issues, and the impact of social media. These concerns are addressed through ongoing
education, support, and practical guidance for both pupils and staff.

As new opportunities and risks emerge daily in the digital landscape, this policy will be
reviewed regularly to remain current and effective. Our goal is to equip our pupils with the
knowledge, skills, and confidence to use technology positively and safely.

E-Safety Coordinator for The Positive Impact Group

David Strong
Director of Operations
david.strong@positive-impactuk.com

Teaching and Learning
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As we move towards a more digital curriculum, we will actively promote the use of
‘real-world' technologies to enhance and support learning.

Why Internet Use is Important
e The Internet is an essential element in 21st-century life for education, business and
social interaction. The school has a duty to provide pupils with quality Internet
access as part of their learning experience.
e Internet use is a part of the statutory curriculum and a necessary tool for staff and

pupils.

Internet Use Will Enhance Learning

e The Positive Impact Primary Academy's internet access has been designed
expressly for pupil use and includes filtering appropriate to the age of pupils.

e Pupils will be taught the differences between acceptable and unacceptable
Internet use and given clear objectives for Internet use.

e The setting is vigilant in its supervision of pupils’ use at all times, as far as is
reasonable, and uses strategies in learning resource areas where older pupils have
more flexible access.

e In the event of pupils trying to make inappropriate use of the internet, particularly
using search engines, this is captured and reported in real time. Senior staff will
follow these up with pupils, notify their families and keep an incident record on the
pupil's file for future reference as required.

e Pupils will be educated in the effective use of the internet in research, including the
skills of knowledge location, retrieval and evaluation throughout the curriculum.

Pupils Will Be Taught How to Evaluate Internet Content
e The setting will ensure that the use of internet-derived materials by staff and pupils
complies with copyright law.
e Pupils are taught to be critically aware of the materials they read and shown how to
validate information before accepting its accuracy.

Good Practice
e Teaching staff will update and check websites before accessing them with the
children to ensure that the content is appropriate. The curriculum is planned in
context for internet use to match pupils’ ability, using child-friendly search engines
where more open Internet searching is required, e.g. Yahoo for kids or Ask for kids.
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Families provide consent for pupils to use the internet, as well as other ICT
technologies.

The setting makes clear that all users know and understand what the ‘rules of
appropriate use' are and what sanctions result from misuse, through staff meetings
and the curriculum plans.

A record is kept of any cyberbullying or inappropriate behaviour in line with the
school behaviour management system. Parents/carers are informed of significant
or repeated inappropriate behaviours.

The setting ensures the Designated Safeguarding Lead Professional has
appropriate training in E-Safety.

The setting provides advice and information on reporting offensive materials,
abuse/bullying etc and makes this available for pupils, staff and parents.

E-Safety advice for pupils, staff and parents is provided annually.

The setting ensures that when copying materials from the web, staff and pupils
understand issues around plagiarism, how to check copyright and also know that
they must observe and respect copyright / intellectual property rights.

The setting ensures that staff and pupils understand the issues around aspects of
the commercial use of the internet in an age-appropriate way. This may include
risks in pop-ups, buying online, online gaming or gambling.

The setting makes training on the E-Safety education available to staff.

The setting provides advice, guidance and training for parents, including
information leaflets; in school newsletters; on the website.

Managing Internet Access

Info

rmation System Security
The Positive Impact Primary Academy's ICT systems capacity and security are
reviewed regularly
Virus protection is updated regularly

Email

Pupils may only use approved school e-mail accounts on the school system.
E-mails sent to an external organisation should be written carefully and authorised
before sending, in the same way as a letter written on school-headed paper.

The forwarding of chain letters is not permitted.
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Published Content and Website

The contact details on the website are the school address, e-mail and telephone
number. Staff, pupils’ or governors' personal information will not be published.
The Director’s nominee will take overall editorial responsibility and ensure that
content is accurate, appropriate, up to date and aligned to statutory requirements.

Publishing Pupils’ Images and Work

Photographs that include pupils will not refer to the pupil by name. Digital
images/video of pupils stored in a teacher's documents or shared images folder on
the network are deleted at the end of the year, unless specifically required for a
key school publication or assessment information.

Images of children and staff are not to be taken on or away from the setting
premises by parents or visitors, unless prior permission is explicitly sought and
given by the school or at scheduled school events.

Pupils are not identified by their full name in online photographic materials or in the
credits of any published video materials.

Parental agreement is obtained through the specific confirmation of a consent
form signed at the point of admission, before pupils' images are published on the
website or other publications.

Social Networking and Personal Publishing

The setting blocks and filters access to social networking sites or newsgroups
unless there is a specific, approved educational purpose.

Pupils are advised to be very careful about placing any personal photos on any
social online network. They are taught to understand the need to maintain privacy
settings so as not to make public personal information.

Newsgroups will be blocked unless a specific use is approved.

Pupils are advised never to give out personal details of any kind which may identify
them or their location.

Pupils and parents are advised that the use of some social network spaces, for
example, Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Snapchat, WhatsApp, outside school is
inappropriate for primary-aged pupils and that some of these sites have minimum
age requirements.

Pupils are taught that they should not post images or videos of others without their
permission. They are taught about the risks associated with providing information
with images (including the name of the file)that reveals the identity of others and
their location, such as house number, street name or school. They are taught the
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need to keep their data secure and what to do if they are subject to bullying or
abuse.

Managing Filtering

e The setting will work with relevant providers (in this case Warwickshire LA) to
ensure systems which protect pupils are regularly reviewed and improved.

e If staff or pupils discover an unsuitable site, it must be reported to the E-Safety
Leader.

e The school will immediately refer any material we suspect is illegal to the
appropriate authorities, e.g., the police and the local authority.

e Senior staff will ensure that regular checks are made to ensure that the filtering
methods selected are appropriate, effective and reasonable.

Managing Emerging Technologies
e Emerging technologies will be examined for educational benefit, and a risk
assessment will be carried out before use in school is allowed.
e Mobile phones will not be used during lessons or formal school time. The sending
of abusive or inappropriate text messages is forbidden.

Protecting Personal Data
e Personal data will be recorded, processed, transferred and made available
according to GDPR requirements.

Policy Decisions

Authorising Internet Access
e The setting reserves the right to withdraw internet access from a pupil or member
of staff in the event of misuse or infringement of policy.

Assessing Risks
e The setting will take all reasonable precautions to ensure that users access only
appropriate material. However, due to the international scale and linked nature of
internet content, it is not possible to guarantee that unsuitable material will never
appear on a school computer. The school can't accept liability for the material
accessed or any consequences of Internet access.
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The setting will audit ICT provision annually to establish whether the E-Safety
policy is adequate and whether its implementation is effective.

Handling E-Safety Complaints

Complaints of internet misuse will be dealt with by a senior member of staff.
Any complaint about staff misuse must be referred to the Director.
Complaints of a child protection nature must be dealt with in accordance with
school child protection procedures.

GDPR Compliance

The aim of GDPR legislation is to return control to individuals by allowing them to request
deletion or disclosure of their data. As an educational setting, we have a responsibility to
provide evidence of our data storage activities. In terms of E-Safety, the implications of
this are as follows:

The setting must annually ensure that its digitally held (and paper-based) storage
of personal data is logged and that a list of the software used across the school
(including teacher selected APPs) is GDPR compliant.

Staff need to check what data is being extracted by all online tools / APPs used
and that this is in line with GDPR requirements.

The setting must have a lawful basis for processing personal data.

Parents must complete a data use consent form each year.

The setting must have a privacy policy on the website, which must be distributed
to all staff.

There should be clear procedures in place to find, delete and disclose relevant
data as required. Warwickshire IT services provide a helpdesk service for schools
regarding the legal and timely deletion of data.

The setting must appoint a Data Protection Officer (David Strong).

Communications Policy

Introducing the E-Safety Policy to Pupils

E-safety rules are displayed in work areas and are discussed with the pupils on a
regular basis.
Pupils are informed that network and internet use will be monitored.
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e Pupils are not allowed to use mobile phones in The Positive Impact Primary
Academy. Upon entering the site, children's mobile phones must be turned off and
handed into the pupil's Education Mentor. They will be stored safely in the staff
office and returned to the children at the end of the day.

e The use of a smartwatch is also not permitted.

Staff and the E-Safety Policy
e The E-Safety Policy is distributed to all staff and is included in child protection
training sessions.
Internet usage is able to be monitored and can be traced to the individual user.
e Discretion and professional conduct are essential.

Enlisting Parents’ Support
e Parents/carers’ attention will be drawn to the setting’s E-Safety Policy in a variety
of ways, including newsletters, open evening events and on the website.
This policy is reviewed annually.
Overall responsibility lies with the Director, who liaises with the Senior Leadership Team to

ensure a robust and sustainable model of Leadership.

Signed by Director

James Armson

58



Low-Level Concerns Policy

Introduction

The Positive Impact Group recognises and takes seriously its responsibility to safeguard
and promote the welfare of children. We endeavour to provide a safe and welcoming
environment where children are respected and valued. We recognise that all adults within
the Positive Impact Group have a full and active part to play in protecting and
safeguarding the children in our care, and that the pupil’'s welfare is our paramount
concern.

This policy is based on concerns that do not meet the harm threshold in part 4 of Keeping
Children Safe in Education 2025. This applies to all concerns (including allegations) about
members of staff, including supply teachers, volunteers and contractors, which do not
meet the harm threshold. Concerns may arise through, for example:

Suspicion

Complaint

Disclosure made by a child, parent or other adult within or outside the school
Pre-employment vetting checks

We recognise the importance of responding to and dealing with any concerns in a timely
manner to safeguard the welfare of children.

Definitions and Terminology

The term ‘Low-Level' concern is any concern, no matter how small, that an adult working
in or on behalf of the school may have acted in a way that:

e Isinconsistent with the staff code of conduct, including inappropriate conduct
outside of work.
e Does not meet the allegations threshold or is otherwise not considered serious

enough to consider a referral to the designated officer at the local authority.

Examples of such behaviour could include, but are not limited to:
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Being overly friendly with children

Having favourites

Taking photographs of children with their mobile phones

Engaging with a child on a one-to-one basis in a secluded area or behind a closed
door

Using inappropriate, sexualised, intimidating or offensive language

Sharing Low-Level Concerns

We recognise the importance of creating a culture of openness, trust and transparency to
encourage all staff to share low-level concerns so that they can be addressed
appropriately. We will create this culture by:

Ensuring staff are clear about what appropriate behaviour is, and are confident in
distinguishing expected and appropriate behaviour from concerning, problematic
or inappropriate behaviour, in themselves and others.

Having clear policies and procedures.

Empowering staff to share any low-level concerns.

Empowering staff to self-refer.

Addressing unprofessional behaviour and supporting the individual to correct it at
its earliest stage.

Providing a responsive, sensitive and proportionate handling of such concerns
when they are raised.

Helping to identify any areas of weakness in the setting's safeguarding system.

Reporting a Low-Level Concern

e Low-level concerns about a member of staff should be reported to the
Director as per the setting’s Child Protection procedures.

e Low-level concerns about supply staff, contractors and local authority
visiting staff will also be reported to their employers.

e Staff should use the school's Low-Level Concerns Reporting Form (see
Appendix 1).
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Responding to Low-Level Concerns

If the concern is raised via a third party, the Director will collect evidence where
necessary by speaking:

e Directly to the person who raised the concern, unless it has been raised
anonymously.
e To the individual involved and any witnesses.

The Director will use the information collected to categorise the type of behaviour and
determine any further action, in line with the school’s staff Code of Conduct. This
includes, but is not limited to:

Allegations that meet the harm threshold will be referred to the LADO for advice.

e Low-level concerns that the setting may need further guidance on will be referred
to the LADO for advice.

e Low-level concerns that the setting feels it can deal with internally will be dealt
with via the setting’s usual child protection investigation process.

e The setting will engage with its HR provider where it is necessary to undertake
further investigation and/or deal with the concern under relevant processes.

Record Keeping

All low-level concerns will be recorded in writing.

In addition to details of the concern raised, records will include the context in which the
concern arose, any action taken and the rationale for decisions and action taken.

Records will be:

e Kept confidential, held securely and comply with GDPR.

e Reviewed so that potential patterns of concerning, problematic or inappropriate
behaviour can be identified.

e Where a pattern of such behaviour is identified, we will decide on a course of
action, either through our disciplinary procedures or, where a pattern of behaviour
moves from a concern to meeting the harm threshold, we will refer it to the Local
Authority Designated Officer (LADO).
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e Retained at least until the individual leaves employment at the school.

Where a low-level concern relates to a supply teacher or contractor, we will notify the
individual's employer, so any potential patterns of inappropriate behaviour can be
identified.

Reviewing a Low-Level Concern

Records will be reviewed so that potential patterns of concerning, problematic or
inappropriate behaviour can be identified.

Where a pattern of such behaviour is identified, the Director will decide on a course of
action, which may include:

Disciplinary investigation and/or proceedings
Management Advice, including recommendations for training

e Referral to the LADO (where a pattern of behaviour moves from a concern to
meeting the harm threshold).

If the concern relates to volunteers or any other concerns arise, the setting can contact
the LADO for further advice.

References

We will not include low-level concerns in references unless:

e The concern (or group of concerns) has met the threshold for referral to LADO and
is found to be substantiated; and/or

e The concern (or group of concerns) relates to issues which would ordinarily be
included in a reference, such as misconduct or poor performance.
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Appendix 1

Low Level Concerns Form

Please use this form to share any concern, no matter how small, and even if no more
than causing a sense of unease or a ‘nagging doubt’, that an adult may have acted in a
way that:

e isinconsistent with The Positive Impact Group staff code of conduct, including
inappropriate conduct outside of work, and

e does not meet the allegation threshold, or is otherwise not serious enough to
consider a referral to the LADO.

You should provide a concise record, including brief context in which the low-level
concern arose, and details which are chronological, and as precise and accurate as
possible, of any such concern and relevant incident(s) (and please use a separate sheet
if necessary).

The record should be signed, timed and dated and returned to the Director.

Name of Staff Member: Team/Role: Date:

Details of Concern:
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Name:

Signed:

Date:

This policy is reviewed annually.

Overall responsibility lies with the Director, who liaises with the Senior Leadership Team to

ensure a robust and sustainable model of Leadership.

Signed by Director

James Armson
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Safer Recruitment Policy

Introduction

The safe recruitment of staff in education is the first step to safeguarding and promoting
the welfare of children in education. The Positive Impact Group is committed to
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of all pupils in its care. As an employer, The
Positive Impact Group expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.

Aims and Objectives

The aims of the Safer Recruitment policy are to help deter, reject, or identify people who
might abuse pupils or are otherwise unsuited to working with them by having appropriate
procedures for appointing staff.

The aims of The Positive Impact Group's recruitment policy are as follows:

To ensure that the best possible staff are recruited based on their merits, abilities,
and suitability for the position.

To ensure that all job applicants are considered equally and consistently.

To ensure that no job applicant is treated unfairly on any grounds, including race,
colour, nationality, ethnic or national origin, religion or religious belief, sex, or
sexual orientation, marital or civil partner status, disability, or age.

To ensure compliance with all relevant legislation, recommendations and guidance,
including the statutory guidance published by the Department for Education (DfE),
Keeping Children Safe in Education - September 2025 (KCSIE), the Prevent Duty
Guidance for England and Wales 2015 (the Prevent Duty Guidance) and any
guidance or code of practice published by the Disclosure and Barring Service
(DBS).

To ensure that The Positive Impact Academy meets its commitment to
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people by carrying
out all necessary pre-employment checks.

Employees involved in the recruitment and selection of staff are responsible for
familiarising themselves with and complying with the provisions of this policy.
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The Positive Impact Group has a principle of open competition in its approach to
recruitment and will seek to recruit the best applicant for the job. The recruitment and
selection process should ensure the identification of the person best suited to the job at
The Positive Impact Group based on the applicant’s abilities, qualifications, experience,
and merit as measured against the job description and person specification.

The recruitment and selection of staff will be conducted in a professional, timely and
responsive manner and in compliance with current employment legislation, and relevant
safeguarding legislation and statutory guidance (including KCSIE 2025 and Prevent Duty
Guidance).

If a member of staff involved in the recruitment process has a close personal or familial
relationship with an applicant, they must declare it as soon as they are aware of the
individual’s application and avoid any involvement in the recruitment and selection
decision-making process.

The Positive Impact Group aims to operate this procedure consistently and thoroughly

while obtaining, collating, analysing, and evaluating information from and about applicants
applying for job vacancies at The Positive Impact Group.

Roles and Responsibilities

It is the responsibility of the Director, Director of Operations and other SLT involved in
recruitment to:

e Ensure that The Positive Impact Group operates safe recruitment procedures and
makes sure all appropriate checks are carried out on all staff and volunteers who
work at The Positive Impact Academy.

Monitor contractors’ and agencies’ compliance with this document.
Promote the welfare of children and young people at every stage of the procedure.

Definition of Regulated Activity and Frequency

Any position undertaken at, or on behalf of The Positive Impact Group will amount to
"regulated activity" if it is carried out:

e Frequently, meaning once a week or more
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e Overnight, meaning between 2.00 am and 6.00 am
e Satisfies the "period condition", meaning four times or more in a 30-day period
e Provides the opportunity for contact with children

Roles which are carried out on an unpaid/voluntary basis will only amount to regulated
activity if, in addition to the above, they are carried out on an unsupervised basis.

The Positive Impact Academy is not permitted to check the Children's Barred List unless
an individual will be engaging in "regulated activity". The Positive Impact Group is
required to carry out an enhanced DBS check for all staff, supply staff and governors who
will be engaging in regulated activity. However, The Positive Impact Group can also carry
out an enhanced DBS check on a person who would be carrying out regulated activity,
but for the fact that they do not carry out their duties frequently enough, i.e., roles which
would amount to regulated activity if carried out more frequently.

Recruitment and Selection Procedure

Advertising

To ensure equality of opportunity, The Positive Impact Group will advertise all vacant
posts to encourage as wide a field of applicants as possible; normally, this entails an
external advertisement.

Any advertisement will make clear The Positive Impact Group's commitment to
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.

All documentation relating to applicants will be treated confidentially in accordance with
the Data Protection Act (DPA).

Application Forms

The Positive Impact Academy uses its own application form, and all applicants for
employment will be required to complete an application form containing questions about
their academic and full employment history and their suitability for the role (in addition, all
applicants are required to account for any gaps or discrepancies in employment history).
Incomplete application forms will not be shortlisted.
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The application form will include the applicant’'s declaration regarding convictions and
working with children, and will make it clear that the post is exempt from the provisions of
the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974. CVs will not be accepted.

It is unlawful for The Positive Impact Academy to employ anyone who is barred from
working with children. It is a criminal offence for any person who is barred from working
with children to apply for a position at The Positive Impact Academy. All applicants will be
made aware that providing false information is an offence and could result in the
application being rejected or summary dismissal if the applicant has been selected, and
referral to the police and/or the DBS.

Job Descriptions and Person Specifications

A job description is a key document in the recruitment process and must be finalised prior
to taking any other steps in the recruitment process. It will clearly and accurately set out
the duties and responsibilities of the job role.

The person specification is of equal importance and informs the selection decision. It
details the skills, experience, abilities, and expertise that are required to do the job. The
person specification will include a specific reference to suitability to work with children in
a boarding environment.

References

References for shortlisted applicants will be sent immediately after shortlisting. The only
exception is where an applicant has indicated on their application form that they do not
wish their current employer to be contacted at that stage. In such cases, this reference
will be taken up immediately after the interview.

All offers of employment will be subject to the receipt of a minimum of two references,
which are considered satisfactory by The Positive Impact Group. One of the references
must be from the applicant's current or most recent employer. If the current / most recent
employment does/did not involve work with children, then the second reference should
be from the employer with whom the applicant most recently worked with children. The
referee should not be a relative. References will always be sought and obtained directly
from the referee, and their purpose is to provide objective information to support
appointment decisions.

All referees will be asked whether they believe the applicant is suitable for the job for
which they have applied and whether they have any reason to believe that the applicant is

68



unsuitable to work with children. Referees will also be asked to confirm that the applicant
has not been radicalised so that they do not support terrorism or any form of "extremism".

Please note that no questions will be asked about health or medical fitness prior to any
offer of employment being made. Any discrepancies or anomalies will be followed up.
Direct contact by phone will be undertaken with each referee to verify the reference. The
Positive Impact Group does not accept open references, testimonials, or references from
relatives.

Interviews

There will be a face-to-face interview wherever possible, and a minimum of two
interviewers will see the applicants for the vacant position. The interview process will
explore the applicant’s ability to carry out the job description and meet the person
specification. It will enable the panel to explore any anomalies or gaps that have been
identified to satisfy themselves that the chosen applicant can meet the safeguarding
criteria (in line with Safer Recruitment Training).

Any information regarding past disciplinary action or allegations, cautions or convictions
will be discussed and considered in the circumstances of the individual case during the
interview process, if it has not been disclosed on the application form.

At least one member of any interviewing panel will have undertaken Safer Recruitment
Training or refresher training as applicable.

All applicants who are invited to an interview will be required to bring evidence of their
identity, address, and qualifications. The original document will only be accepted, and
photocopies will be taken. Unsuccessful applicant documents will be destroyed six
months after the recruitment programme.

Offer of Appointment and New Employee Process

In accordance with the recommendations set out in KCSIE and the requirements of the
Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014, The Positive Impact Group
carries out several pre-employment checks in respect of all prospective employees.

If it is decided to make an offer of employment following the formal interview, any such
offer will be conditional on the following:
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e The agreement of a mutually acceptable start date and the signing of a contract
incorporating The Positive Impact Group's standard terms and conditions of
employment
Verification of the applicant's identity (where that has not previously been verified)

e The receipt of two references (one of which must be from the applicant's most
recent employer), which The Positive Impact Academy considers to be satisfactory

e For positions which involve "teaching work"

The Positive Impact Group being satisfied that the applicant is not, and has never been,
the subject of a sanction, restriction or prohibition issued by the Teaching Regulation
Agency (formerly National College for Teaching and Leadership), or any predecessor or
successor body, or by a regulator of the teaching profession in any other European
Economic Area country which prevents the applicant working at The Positive Impact
Group or which, in The Positive Impact Academy's opinion, renders the applicant
unsuitable to work at The Positive Impact Group; and The Positive Impact Group being
satisfied that the applicant is not, and has never been, the subject of any proceedings
before a professional conduct panel or equivalent body in the UK or any other country for
any reason which prevents the applicant working at The Positive Impact Group or which,
in The Positive Impact Group's opinion, renders the applicant unsuitable to work at The
Positive Impact Group.

e Where the position amounts to "regulated activity", the receipt of an enhanced
disclosure from the DBS, which The Positive Impact Group considers to be
satisfactory

e Where the position amounts to "regulated activity", confirmation that the applicant
is not named on the Children's Barred List*

e Confirmation that the applicant is not subject to a direction under section 142 of
the Education Act 2002, which prohibits, disqualifies, or restricts them from
providing education at a school, taking part in the management of an independent
school or working in a position which involves regular contact with children

e Confirmation that the applicant is not subject to a direction under section 128 of
the Education and Skills Act 2008, which prohibits, disqualifies, or restricts them
from being involved in the management of an independent school
Verification of the applicant's medical fithess for the role
Verification of the applicant's right to work in the UK

e Any further checks which are necessary because the applicant has lived or
worked outside of the UK; and
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e \Verification of professional qualifications, which The Positive Impact Group deems
a requirement for the post, or which the applicant otherwise cites in support of
their application (where they have not been previously verified).

The Positive Impact Group is not permitted to check the Children's Barred List unless an
individual will be engaging in "regulated activity". The Positive Impact Group is required to
carry out an enhanced DBS check for all staff and supply staff who will be engaging in
regulated activity. However, The Positive Impact Group can also carry out an enhanced
DBS check on a person who would be carrying out regulated activity, but for the fact that
they do not carry out their duties frequently enough, i.e., roles which would amount to
regulated activity if carried out more frequently.

Whether a position amounts to "regulated activity" must therefore be considered by The
Positive Impact Group to decide which checks are appropriate. It is, however, likely that in
nearly all cases, The Positive Impact Group will be able to carry out an enhanced DBS
check and a Children's Barred List check.

A personal file checklist will be used to track and audit paperwork obtained in accordance
with Safer Recruitment Training. The checklist will be retained in personal files.

The Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974

The Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 does not apply to positions which involve
working with or having access to pupils. Therefore, any convictions and cautions that
would normally be considered 'SPENT' must be declared when applying for any position
at The Positive Impact Academy.

DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) Certificate

The Positive Impact Group applies for an enhanced disclosure from the DBS and a check
of the Children's Barred List (how known as an Enhanced Check for Regulated Activity) in
respect of all positions at The Positive Impact Group which amount to "regulated activity"
as defined in the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 (as amended). The purpose
of carrying out an Enhanced Check for Regulated Activity is to identify whether an
applicant is barred from working with children by inclusion on the Children's Barred List
and to obtain other relevant suitability information.
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It is The Positive Impact Group's policy that the DBS disclosure must be obtained before
the commencement of employment of any new employee.

It is The Positive Impact Group's policy to re-check employees’ DBS Certificates every
three years, and in addition, any employee who takes leave for more than three months
(i.e., maternity leave, career break, etc.) must be re-checked before they return to work.

Members of staff at The Positive Impact Group are aware of their obligation to inform the
Bursar or the HR Department of any cautions or convictions that arise between these
checks taking place.

DBS checks will still be requested for applicants with recent periods of overseas
residence and those with little or no previous UK residence.

Portability of DBS Certificates Checks

Staff may wish to join the DBS Update Service if they are likely to require another check in
the future. Applicants may sign up for the Service for a fee of £13 per annum, which is
payable by the applicant.

This allows for portability of a Certificate across employers. The Positive Impact Group
will:

e Obtain consent from the applicant to carry out an update search.
Confirm the Certificate matches the individual's identity.
Examine the original certificate to ensure that it is for the appropriate workforce
and level of check, i.e., enhanced certificate/enhanced including barred list
information.

The Update check would identify and advise whether there has been any change to the
information recorded since the initial Certificate was issued. Applicants will be able to see
a full list of those organisations that have carried out a status check on their account.

Dealing with Convictions
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The Positive Impact Group operates a formal procedure if a DBS Certificate is returned
with details of convictions. Consideration will be given to the Rehabilitation of Offenders
Act 1974 and:

The nature, seriousness, and relevance of the offence.
How long ago the offence occurred.

One-off or history of offences.

Changes in circumstances,

Decriminalisation and remorse.

A formal meeting will take place face-to-face to establish the facts with the Director and
the Director of Operations. A decision will be made following this meeting. If relevant
information (whether in relation to previous convictions or otherwise) is volunteered by an
applicant during the recruitment process or obtained through a disclosure check, the
Director will evaluate all the risk factors above before a position is offered or confirmed.

If an applicant wishes to dispute any information contained in a disclosure, they may do
so by contacting the DBS. In cases where the applicant would otherwise be offered a
position were it not for the disputed information, The Positive Impact Group may, where
practicable and at its discretion, defer a final decision about the appointment until the
applicant has had a reasonable opportunity to challenge the disclosure information.

Secretary of State Prohibition Orders (Teaching and
Management Roles)

In all cases where an applicant is to undertake a teaching role of any kind, a Prohibition
Order check will be made using the Employer Access Online Service. It is anticipated that
this will be performed at the offer stage. A person who is prohibited from teaching must
not be appointed to work as a teacher in such a setting.

Prohibition orders are made by the Secretary of State following consideration by a
professional conduct panel convened by the National College for Teaching and
Leadership (NCTL). Pending such consideration, the Secretary of State may issue an
interim prohibition order if it is in the public interest to do so. Section 128 direction 39
prohibits or restricts a person from taking part in the management of an independent
school.
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A person who is prohibited is unable to participate in any management of an independent
school, serve as a governor on any governing body in an independent school, or hold a
management position that retains or has been delegated any management
responsibilities. A check for a section 128 direction will be carried out using the Teacher
Services' system. Where the person will be engaging in a regulated activity, a DBS barred
list check will also identify any section 128 direction.

Proof of Identity, Right to Work in the UK and
Verification of Qualifications or Professional Status

All applicants invited to attend an interview at The Positive Impact Group will be required
to bring their identification documentation, such as a passport, birth certificate, driving
licence, etc. with them as proof of identity/eligibility to work in the UK in accordance with
those set out in the Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Act 2006 and DBS identity
checking guidelines. The Positive Impact Group does not discriminate on the grounds of
age.

Where an applicant claims to have changed their name by deed poll or any other means
(e.g., marriage, adoption, statutory declaration), they will be required to provide
documentary evidence of the change.

In addition, applicants must be able to demonstrate that they have obtained any academic
or vocational qualification legally required for the position and claimed in their application
form.

Medical Fithess

The Positive Impact Group is legally required to verify the medical fithess of anyone to be
appointed to a post at The Positive Impact Group, after an offer of employment has been
made, but before the appointment can be confirmed.

All applicants are requested to complete a medical questionnaire, and where appropriate,
a doctor's medical report may be required. This information will be reviewed against the
Job Description and the Person Specification for the role, together with details of any
other physical or mental requirements of the role.
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The Positive Impact Group is aware of its duties under the Equality Act 2010. No job offer
will be withdrawn without first consulting with the applicant, obtaining medical evidence
and considering reasonable adjustments.

Overseas Checks

The Positive Impact Group, in accordance with the UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI), will,
if applicable, sponsor new foreign nationals (see Certificate of Sponsorship section).

In addition, applicants who have lived/travelled abroad for more than 3 months will need
to obtain a criminal records check from the relevant country. The applicant will not be
permitted to commence work until the overseas information has been received and is
considered satisfactory by The Positive Impact Academy.

Certificates of Sponsorship (CoS)

If an appointed applicant is a national of a non-EEA country, a CoS may be required.
Before any offer of employment is made, the Interviewing Managers should consult with
the Director to establish whether The Positive Impact Group has any unallocated
Sponsorship Certificates.

Criteria for issuing a CoS are:

The job is in a “designated shortage" occupation, or
It passes the Resident Labour Market Test (RLMT)
The job is at NQF6 Level or above

Minimum salary levels as stated by the UKVI are met.

Only the Director will be able to issue a CoS. In addition to the CoS, the applicant must
apply for entry clearance/leave to remain through the UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI)
and comply with the UKVI requirements.

The process can take up to three months, and staff cannot, under any circumstances, be
employed until permission is given.

Detailed advice on the above is available from the Director.
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Induction Programme

All new employees will be given an induction programme which will clearly identify The
Positive Impact Group policies and procedures, including the Child Protection Policy, the
Code of Conduct, and KCSIE, and make clear the expectations which will govern how
staff carry out their roles and responsibilities.

Single Centralised Register of Members of Staff

In addition to the various staff records kept on site and on individual personnel files, a
single centralised record of recruitment and vetting checks is kept in accordance with the
Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014 requirements. This is kept
up-to-date and retained by the Human Resources Office in Kingsland House. The Single
Centralised

The register will contain details of the following:

e All employees who are employed to work at The Positive Impact Group.
All employees who are employed as supply staff to The Positive Impact Group,
whether employed directly or through an agency.

e All others who have been chosen by The Positive Impact Group to work in regular
contact with children.

This will cover volunteers, Governors, peripatetic staff, and people brought into The
Positive Impact Academy to provide additional teaching or instruction for pupils but who
are not staff members, e.g., sports coaches, etc.

A designated Governor will be responsible for auditing the Single Centralised Register and
reporting his/her findings to the full Governing Body during the Summer Term meeting.

Record Retention/Data Protection

The Positive Impact Group is legally required to undertake the above pre-employment
checks. Therefore, if an applicant is successful in their application, The Positive Impact
Group will retain any relevant information provided as part of the application process. This
will include copies of documents used to verify identity, right to work in the UK, medical
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fitness and qualifications. Medical information may be used to help The Positive Impact
Academy to discharge its obligations as an employer, e.g., so that The Positive Impact
Academy may consider reasonable adjustments if an employee suffers from a disability or
to assist with any other workplace issue.

This documentation will be retained by The Positive Impact Group for the duration of the
successful applicant's employment with The Positive Impact Group. All information
retained on employees is kept centrally in the Human Resources Office in a locked and
secure cabinet.

The same policy applies to any suitability information obtained about volunteers involved
with The Positive Impact Group activities.

The Positive Impact Group will retain all interview notes on all unsuccessful applicants for
a period of 6 months, after which time the notes will be confidentially destroyed (i.e.,
shredded). The 6-month retention period is in accordance with the General Data
Protection Regulations (GDPR).

Ongoing Employment

The Positive Impact Group recognises that safer recruitment and selection is not just
about the start of employment but should be part of a larger policy framework for all staff.
The Positive Impact Group will therefore provide ongoing training and support for all staff,
as identified through the Annual Review/appraisal procedure.

Leaving Employment at The Positive Impact Group

Despite the best efforts to recruit safely, there will be occasions when allegations of
serious misconduct or abuse against children and young people are raised. This policy is
primarily concerned with the promotion of safer recruitment and details the
pre-employment checks that will be undertaken prior to employment being confirmed.

Whilst these are pre-employment checks, The Positive Impact Group also has a legal duty
to make a referral to the DBS in circumstances where an individual:

e Has applied for a position at The Positive Impact Group despite being barred from
working with children; or
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e Has been removed by The Positive Impact Group from working in a regulated
activity (whether paid or unpaid), or has resigned prior to being removed, because
they have harmed, or pose a risk of harm to, a child.

If the individual referred to the DBS is a teacher, The Positive Impact Group may also
decide to make a referral to the Teaching Regulation Agency.

Contractors and Agency Staff

Contractors engaged by The Positive Impact Group must complete the same checks for
their employees that The Positive Impact Group is required to complete for its staff. The
Positive Impact Group requires confirmation that these checks have been completed

before employees of the Contractor can commence work at The Positive Impact Group.

Agencies that supply staff to The Positive Impact Group must also complete the
pre-employment checks, which The Positive Impact Academy would otherwise complete
for its staff. Again, The Positive Impact Group requires confirmation that these checks
have been completed before an individual can commence work at The Positive Impact
Group.

The Positive Impact Group will independently verify the identity of staff supplied by
contractors or an agency and will require the provision of the original DBS certificate
before contractors or agency staff can commence work at The Positive Impact Group.

Visiting Speakers (and Prevent Duty)

The Prevent Duty Guidance requires The Positive Impact Group to have clear protocols
for ensuring that any visiting speakers, whether invited by staff or by pupils, are suitable
and appropriately supervised.

The Positive Impact Group is not permitted to obtain a DBS disclosure or Children's
Barred List information on any visiting speaker who does not engage in regulated activity
at The Positive Impact Group or perform any other regular duties for or on behalf of The
Positive Impact Group.

All visiting speakers will be subject to The Positive Impact Group's usual visitors'
signing-in protocol. This will include signing in and out.
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The Positive Impact Group will also obtain such formal or informal background information
about a visiting speaker as is reasonable in the circumstances to decide whether to invite
and/or permit a speaker to attend The Positive Impact Group. In doing so, The Positive
Impact Group will always have regard to the [Visitors and Security Policy], the Prevent
Duty Guidance and the definition of "extremism" set out in KCSIE, which states:

"'Extremism’' is vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values, including
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of different
faiths and beliefs. We also include in our definition of extremism calls for the death of
members of our armed forces, whether in this country or overseas. Terrorist groups very
often draw on extremist ideas developed by extremist organisations."

In fulfilling its Prevent Duty obligations, The Positive Impact Group does not discriminate
on the grounds of race, colour, nationality, ethnic or national origin, religion or religious
belief, sex or sexual orientation, marital or civil partner status, disability or age.

Volunteers

The Positive Impact Group will request an enhanced DBS disclosure and Children's
Barred List information on all volunteers undertaking regulated activity with pupils at or on
behalf of The Positive Impact Group (the definition of regulated activity set out above will
be applied to all volunteers). Under no circumstances will The Positive Impact Group
permit an unchecked volunteer to have unsupervised contact with pupils.

It is The Positive Impact Group's policy that a new DBS certificate is required for
volunteers who will engage in regulated activity but who have not been involved in any
activities with The Positive Impact Group for three consecutive months or more. Those
volunteers who are likely to be involved in activities with The Positive Impact Group on a
regular basis may be required to sign up to the DBS update service, as this permits The
Positive Impact Group to obtain up-to-date criminal records information without delay
prior to each new activity in which a volunteer participates.

In addition, The Positive Impact Group will seek to obtain such further suitability
information about a volunteer as it considers appropriate in the circumstances. This may

include (but is not limited to) the following:

e Formal or informal information provided by staff, parents, and other volunteers.
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e Character references from the volunteer's place of work or any other relevant
source; and
e An informal safer recruitment interview.
This policy is reviewed annually.
Overall responsibility lies with the Director, who liaises with the Senior Leadership Team to

ensure a robust and sustainable model of Leadership.

Signed by Director

James Armson
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