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The Uneven Expansion

Growth Persists, but Capital Is Becoming Increasingly Selective
Current Regime: Mature Expansion

Evidence Before Opinion. Process Before Prediction.

Core Thesis

The Expansion remains intact, but its benefits are becoming increasingly uneven.
Liquidity and Growth remain constructive, while higher financing costs and selective
capital allocation are creating greater differences between stronger and weaker
participants.

The October message: Participate With Discipline.
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WELCOME TO THE OCTOBER OBSERVER LETTER

The global economy continues to expand.

Economic activity remains resilient. Financial markets continue attracting investment capital. Credit
conditions remain sufficiently functional to support the prevailing economic environment.

Yet something important is changing.
The benefits of this Expansion are becoming increasingly uneven.

Some businesses continue attracting substantial investment. Others are discovering that higher
borrowing costs have fundamentally changed their ability to expand.

Some economies remain resilient despite demanding financial conditions. Others are confronting
currency pressures, rising financing costs and increasingly difficult policy choices.

Financial markets continue rewarding growth and innovation, but that leadership remains
concentrated.

These developments do not necessarily mean the Expansion is approaching its end.
They suggest that the character of the Expansion is changing.

The October message is straightforward: the Expansion remains intact, but participation
within it is becoming increasingly selective.

For investors, this distinction matters.

A constructive economic environment does not guarantee that every asset, industry or borrower will
benefit equally.

Understanding where capital is flowing, why it is becoming more selective and what could change
those conditions is central to understanding the Capital Cycle.

That is our focus this month.
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1.AT A GLANCE

The Capital Cycle — October 2026

Current Regime: G Mature Expansion

Overall CCI Regime Score: 7.4/ 10
Regime Confidence: High

Regime Persistence Confidence: Moderate

Risk State: () Increasing but Controlled

Current Investment Posture: Participate With Discipline
Regime Transition: Not Confirmed

Primary Vulnerability: Cost-of-capital and Credit transmission
What does this mean?

The evidence continues to support an economic Expansion.

Liquidity remains constructive. Growth continues demonstrating resilience. Credit conditions have
not deteriorated sufficiently to establish a broad contraction.

However, higher financing costs, changing international funding conditions and increasingly
concentrated market leadership are creating greater differences between stronger and weaker
participants.

The overall Capital Cycle score remains unchanged from September at 7.4/10.
But an unchanged score does not mean the underlying environment is standing still.

Some conditions are improving, others are becoming more demanding, and their interaction
deserves careful observation.

CCI Takeaway

The Expansion remains intact. Its resilience is real, but increasingly uneven.
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The Capital Cycle — Current Assessment

CCI Regime Indicator October Assessment

Current Regime 6 Mature Expansion
Overall Regime Score 74/10

Regime Confidence High

Regime Persistence Moderate

Risk State Q Increasing but Controlled
Portfolio Stance Participate With Discipline
Regime Transition Not confirmed

Primary Vulnerability Cost-of-capital and credit transmission

Canary Watch Elevated Watch — Multiple developing pressures

Caption: The Capital Cycle remains within a Mature Expansion, although increasing differentiation
beneath the headline assessment warrants closer monitoring.
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2. THE SIX PILLARS OF THE CAPITAL
CYCLE

CCI examines the economic environment through six interconnected pillars.

Each provides a different perspective on the forces influencing economic activity, financial
conditions and capital allocation.

No single pillar determines the entire Capital Cycle.

Their collective behaviour helps us understand whether the prevailing environment is strengthening,
weakening or changing character.

October Pillar Assessment

Pillar September October Change
Liquidity 7.2 7.1 -0.1
Growth 74 74 —
Credit 7.8 7.6 -0.2
Confidence 6.8 7.0 +0.2
Leadership 8.0 8.0 —
g(a)lt)allt?cl)n 7 7 B
g:;r al 74 74—

These scores are CCI editorial assessments. They should not be interpreted as mechanical forecasts
or guarantees of future market performance.

Liquidity — Capital Remains Available

October Score: 7.1/10 — 6 Constructive

Liquidity remains supportive of the prevailing Expansion.
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However, the availability of capital is not the same as its ability to reach every borrower, economy
or asset.

Higher interest rates can make financing more expensive. Currency movements can alter
international funding conditions. Differences in borrower quality influence who receives capital and
at what price.

This distinction is becoming increasingly important.

An economy can continue expanding while particular businesses or sectors experience increasingly
restrictive financing conditions.

What we are watching: Whether liquidity continues reaching the parts of the economy necessary
to sustain Growth and Credit.

GLOBAL LIQUIDITY
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CCI Chart Interpretation: Global Liquidity remains broadly constructive, providing an important
foundation for the Mature Expansion. However, an elevated liquidity level does not guarantee that
capital will reach every economy, borrower or financial asset equally. The distinction between
liquidity availability and its transmission remains central to October's assessment.

Growth — Resilient, but Uneven

October Score: 7.4 /10 — 6 Constructive
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Economic Growth continues supporting the Capital Cycle.

Investment remains an important source of activity, particularly in technology, infrastructure and
artificial intelligence.

However, the benefits are not being distributed equally.

Businesses with strong balance sheets, durable demand and access to financing may continue
expanding.

Others face greater challenges from borrowing costs, energy prices and changes in household
purchasing power.

A particularly important question concerns the timing of investment and productivity.

Large investment commitments can support economic activity today, while the productivity
improvements expected to justify those investments may take years to materialise.

What we are watching: Whether Growth remains sufficiently broad and resilient to support the
Expansion as financing conditions become more demanding.

ISM Manufacturing - Expansion Under Pressure 74

Growth Pressure Buiding 72
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However, momentum remains uneven as high energy prices and 68

financial conditions pressure manufacturing activity
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CCI Chart Interpretation: US manufacturing activity remains above the expansionary threshold
of 50, supporting the assessment that economic Growth remains constructive. However, recent
moderation suggests stabilising momentum rather than renewed acceleration. Sustained readings
above 50 would reinforce the Expansion, while persistent deterioration would raise questions about
its durability.
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Credit — The Systemic Referee

October Score: 7.6 / 10 — 6 Constructive

Credit remains one of the most important pillars to monitor.
Higher borrowing costs do not affect all borrowers simultaneously.

Some businesses have strong balance sheets, reliable cash flows and financing arrangements that
protect them from immediate pressure.

Others must refinance debt at higher interest rates or depend on continued access to lending
markets.

This means financial stress can emerge selectively before becoming visible across the broader
economy.

That distinction is essential.
Selective financial pressure is not the same as a systemic Credit contraction.
For now, Credit remains constructive.

However, a broadening deterioration in lending availability, refinancing conditions or Credit spreads
would warrant greater concern.

What we are watching: Whether isolated financing difficulties begin spreading through the
financial system.

High Yield Credit Spreads

High Yield Credit Spreads - Credit Stress Test
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Credit spreads remain an important measure of investor confidence in borrowers' ability to meet
their obligations. October's assessment remains constructive, although emerging refinancing
pressures warrant attention. Sustained and broadening spread widening would provide stronger
evidence that financial stress is spreading beyond individual borrowers.

Confidence — Improving, but Selective

October Score: 7.0 / 10 — () Watchful

Confidence improved modestly in October's assessment.
However, confidence is not uniform across the economy or financial markets.

Investors may remain optimistic about particular businesses or industries while becoming
increasingly cautious elsewhere.

Similarly, businesses may continue investing in areas offering attractive long-term opportunities
while reducing expenditure in more interest-sensitive activities.

Confidence therefore needs to be interpreted alongside actual economic behaviour.

Optimism is most meaningful when it is supported by investment, lending, spending and
participation.

What we are watching: Whether improving confidence translates into broader economic and
market participation.

Leadership — Strong, but Concentrated

October Score: 8.0 /10 — G Constructive
Market Leadership remains one of the strongest components of the Capital Cycle.

Investors continue rewarding businesses capable of demonstrating earnings resilience, technological
advantage and credible long-term growth opportunities.

However, strong leadership does not necessarily mean broad participation.

A relatively concentrated group of businesses or industries can perform well while other areas of the
market remain under pressure.

This is particularly relevant when substantial capital is directed towards technological
transformation and artificial intelligence.
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What we are watching: Whether market leadership broadens or becomes increasingly dependent
on a narrow group of participants.

NASDAQ PRICE TREND
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The Nasdaq continues demonstrating a constructive longer-term trend, reinforcing the persistence of
Technology leadership. Recent price fluctuations have not established a decisive breakdown in that
trend. Nevertheless, continued strength in the index must be distinguished from evidence that
participation is spreading beyond its established leaders.

For October, we want to establish whether that leadership remains persistent and whether
participation is expanding beyond the most established companies.

Al may represent a powerful structural investment cycle. But structural opportunity does not
eliminate the need for earnings, valuation discipline and evidence of commercial returns.

Leadership must continue earning its position.

Capital Rotation — Following the Marginal Dollar

October Score: 7.1/ 10 — () Watchful

Capital Rotation describes how investment capital moves between assets, sectors and opportunities.

Capital does not move uniformly.
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It responds to perceived opportunity, risk, financing conditions and investor conviction.
In October, the evidence continues suggesting selective allocation.
Investors remain willing to support opportunities offering durable Growth and attractive returns.

At the same time, demand for defensive assets and financial protection remains an important feature
of the environment.

These developments can coexist.

An Expansion can remain constructive while capital becomes increasingly selective about where it
is deployed.

What we are watching: Whether capital begins broadening into a wider range of opportunities or
becomes increasingly concentrated.
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The October comparison shows both Gold and the S&P 500 maintaining substantial gains over the
longer-term observation period. However, their recent paths have diverged, with Gold experiencing
a more pronounced retreat while equities have remained comparatively resilient. This reinforces the
importance of distinguishing sustained investor preference from shorter-term adjustments in relative
performance.

If Gold strengthens while equity participation deteriorates, the message becomes more defensive.

Conversely, if equities broaden their advance while Gold stabilises, the evidence may suggest
greater confidence in the durability of economic Growth.

The important point is that relative performance provides context.
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Gold and equities can both attract capital, but the relationship between them helps reveal why
investors are allocating it.

That distinction becomes increasingly useful as the Expansion matures.
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3. THE MACRO COMPASS

Where Are We in the Capital Cycle?

Macro Compass

How should capital be positioned?

7 Expansion with a selective offensive bias.

Expansion

Defensive 4— _> Offensive

Contraction
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The Capital Cycle provides a framework for understanding how economic and financial conditions
evolve.

Its purpose is not to predict the precise timing of market movements.

It is to help investors identify the prevailing environment and recognise when the evidence begins
changing.

October's assessment continues placing the global economy within a Mature Expansion.
Liquidity remains supportive.

Growth continues demonstrating resilience.

Credit conditions remain sufficiently functional to sustain economic activity.

But the environment is becoming more demanding.

Higher borrowing costs, currency pressures and selective capital allocation suggest that the
Expansion is increasingly dependent on the quality of its underlying participants.

The important question is not simply whether the Expansion continues.

It is whether the conditions supporting it remain sufficiently durable.

Confidence in the Present Is Not Certainty About the Future

There is an important distinction between understanding today's economic environment and
knowing how long that environment will continue.

CCI separates these questions.

Regime Confidence asks how certain we are about the prevailing environment.
Persistence Confidence asks how certain we are that the environment will continue.
October provides a useful example.

The evidence supports a Mature Expansion, giving us High Regime Confidence.

However, higher financing costs and emerging pressures introduce uncertainty about how long the
Expansion will persist.

Persistence Confidence therefore remains Moderate.
These assessments are not contradictory.

We can understand the present with considerable confidence while acknowledging uncertainty about
the future.

The regime tells us where we are. The evidence tells us when to reconsider.
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4. WHAT CHANGED IN OCTOBER?

The Cost of Capital Is Becoming More Important

One of October's most important developments is the increasing significance of the cost of capital.

For much of the current Expansion, attention has focused on whether sufficient liquidity exists to
support economic activity and financial markets.

That question remains important.

But another question is becoming increasingly relevant:

At what cost can businesses, governments and investors obtain the capital they require?
Higher borrowing costs influence economic decisions.

They can affect whether a business expands, whether a household purchases a home, whether a
government can finance its commitments and whether an investment project remains economically
attractive.

The consequences are rarely uniform.

A highly profitable business with a strong balance sheet may continue investing despite higher
interest rates.

A heavily indebted business facing refinancing requirements may experience considerable pressure.
Both can exist within the same economic Expansion.

This is one reason the October Letter places particular emphasis on the distinction between capital
availability and capital transmission.

The US Dollar and International Liquidity

The US Dollar is another important influence.

A stronger Dollar can make international financing conditions more demanding, particularly for
borrowers with Dollar-denominated obligations.

It can also influence capital flows between economies and asset classes.

However, Dollar strength alone does not establish a global liquidity contraction.
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The significance depends on whether currency movements are accompanied by deteriorating
funding conditions, tighter Credit availability or weakening economic activity.

CCI therefore examines Dollar movements alongside the broader financial environment.
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Dollar strength can create additional pressure on international funding conditions. Its significance
depends on whether that pressure spreads into Credit and economic activity.

The Long Bond and the Price of Capital

Long-term government bond yields provide another perspective on financing conditions.

When long-term yields rise, borrowing costs can increase across businesses, households and
governments.

But the reason yields are rising matters.

Higher yields may reflect inflation uncertainty, greater sovereign borrowing requirements, changing
term premiums or expectations of stronger future economic Growth.

These explanations can have different implications.

Acrise in yields associated with stronger productivity expectations is not necessarily equivalent to a
rise driven by deteriorating financing confidence.

Both can increase the cost of capital.
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That is why CCI examines bond yields alongside Credit conditions, Growth and inflation
expectations.

US 10 Year Government Bonds
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The US 10-year Treasury yield remains an important benchmark for borrowing costs throughout the
economy. Rising yields can increase financing pressure, but their significance depends on whether
they reflect stronger Growth expectations, inflation uncertainty or increasing risk premiums.
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The US 30-year Treasury yield provides insight into long-term financing conditions and investor
expectations. Persistent increases can place additional pressure on governments, businesses and
interest-sensitive sectors. CCI is watching whether elevated yields begin transmitting into broader
Credit stress.

Long-term yields remain important indicators of the price of capital. Higher yields warrant

attention, but their causes and consequences must be examined before drawing conclusions about
systemic financial stress.

CCI Takeaway

The Expansion remains supported by Liquidity and Growth.

However, the cost of accessing capital is becoming increasingly important in determining which
borrowers, businesses and investment opportunities can continue prospering.

This helps explain why the Expansion is becoming uneven.
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5. CCI CANARY WATCH

Current Status — October 2026

The CCI Canary Watch is designed to identify developing pressures before they become sufficiently
widespread to challenge the Capital Cycle.

A Canary does not automatically signal an approaching crisis.

Its purpose is to direct attention towards conditions that deserve closer examination.
Several Canaries can become more active without the broader economic regime changing.
What matters is whether independent warnings begin reinforcing one another.

October's Canary Watch reflects this distinction.

The Seven CCI Canaries

Canary October Status What We Are Watching
Global Liquidity G Stable Whethef {1({u1dlty remains supportive of economic and
Financial Stress G Stable Whet‘herLbroader financial-market functioning begins
Credit Stress ) Watchful Whiﬂ}e{ _sejlcic:[ie borrower pressure spreads into wider
Long Bond @ Watchful Whether elevated long-term yields create broader financing

Whether changing Japanese funding conditions affect
international leverage
Oil & Energy @ Watchful Whether energy costs create persistent inflation or Growth

Yen Carry Trade () Watchful

Reserve Q Emerging Whether changing reserve preferences influence sovereign
Diversification Watch capital flows

Status classifications follow the locked October Full Letter.

What Are the Canaries Telling Us?

The most important development is not that the Capital Cycle has deteriorated into contraction.

It has not.
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Rather, several potential sources of pressure are becoming increasingly relevant to the sustainability
of the Expansion.

Higher long-term borrowing costs can affect businesses and governments.

Changing Japanese monetary conditions can influence the economics of internationally financed
investment positions.

Dollar strength can make funding more demanding for some international borrowers.

Energy costs can complicate the relationship between inflation, monetary policy and economic
activity.

Changes in reserve preferences can influence the demand for sovereign assets.
These forces have different origins.
They do not necessarily move together.

But they deserve attention because they can influence the cost and availability of capital.

The Credit Connection

Credit remains particularly important.
Higher borrowing costs do not automatically create a financial crisis.

However, if those costs begin producing persistent Credit-spread widening, tighter lending
conditions, refinancing difficulties or broader funding-market dysfunction, the implications become
more significant.

This is why CCI continues distinguishing between developing pressure and confirmed systemic
deterioration.

Global Duration & Credit Stress — Elevated Watch

CCl is also maintaining a dedicated Global Duration & Credit Stress Watch.

This investigation examines whether pressure from long-term borrowing costs is beginning to
transmit into broader financial conditions.

It draws on evidence from the existing Canary framework.

It is not an eighth Canary.
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The investigation remains at Elevated Watch because the potential transmission pathway deserves

closer examination.

Elevated Watch does not mean that systemic financial stress has been established.

The Canary Chorus — October Assessment

September identified four principal channels requiring attention: Energy, Duration, Funding and

Sovereign Capital.

Credit remained the systemic referee.

October retains that framework while bringing the relationships between those channels into sharper

focus.

Watch /

October Status

What We Are Investigating

Investigation

Energy & Inflation

Global Duration &
Credit

Yen Carry Trade

Dollar & Asian FX

Sovereign Capital

Housing & Private
Credit

Al Capital Demand

Systemic Credit Stress

) Watchful

) Elevated Watch
) Active Watch
) Watchful

() Emerging Watch

() Beneath the
Surface

): Research
Investigation

G No broad

breakdown
established

Whether energy and input costs are sustaining
inflation pressure

Whether higher long-term yields are
transmitting into financing stress

Whether changing Japanese funding conditions
are affecting global leverage

Whether currency movements are signalling
broader funding pressure

Whether reserve diversification and bond
demand are influencing capital allocation

Whether expensive capital is exposing
borrower vulnerabilities

Whether productive investment is changing the
equilibrium cost of capital

Whether separate pressures are becoming a
common Credit problem

Governance distinction: This dashboard brings together established Canary signals, dedicated

monitoring investigations and emerging research hypotheses. It does not expand CCI's seven-

Canary framework. The Global Duration & Credit Stress Watch remains a dedicated investigation

of transmission through existing Canary signals, while Al Capital Demand remains a research

hypothesis rather than a confirmed systemic warning.
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The most important distinction is between a developing pressure and confirmed systemic
transmission.

Several Canaries can become more vocal without the Capital Cycle changing.

But when independent warnings begin corroborating one another, their combined significance

increases.

The number of Canaries matters less than whether they are beginning to describe the same
underlying problem.

That is the principle guiding this investigation.

A Warning Is Not a Conclusion

Imagine several warning lights appearing on a vehicle's dashboard.
Each provides information.

But not every warning indicates that the vehicle is about to stop.

Some identify conditions requiring maintenance. Others may signal developing problems that
deserve immediate investigation.

The same principle applies to financial markets.

A rising bond yield, strengthening currency or widening Credit spread can provide useful
information.

But each must be interpreted within its broader context.

The significance increases when independent indicators begin describing the same underlying
deterioration.

The Canary tells us where to look. The evidence determines what we conclude.
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6. WHERE IS CAPITAL GOING?

Opportunity Remains, but Participation Is Selective

One of the defining characteristics of October's environment is the increasingly selective allocation
of investment capital.

Capital continues flowing towards opportunities where investors perceive durable Growth,
attractive returns and financial resilience.

However, not every business or asset class benefits equally.

Three characteristics deserve particular attention.

Concentrated Market Leadership

Investors continue favouring businesses demonstrating strong earnings potential, competitive
advantages and credible long-term opportunities.

Technological development and artificial intelligence remain important influences on investment
expectations.

But strong performance among market leaders should not be confused with equally strong
conditions across the entire market.

Persistent Demand for Protection

Demand for defensive assets remains an important feature of the environment.

Gold, for example, can reflect investor concerns about monetary conditions, geopolitical uncertainty
and the preservation of purchasing power.

This does not necessarily contradict a constructive economic regime.

Investors can participate in Growth opportunities while simultaneously seeking protection against
longer-term uncertainty.
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Uneven Participation Across Risk Assets

A supportive macroeconomic environment does not guarantee that every risk asset will perform
strongly.

Different assets respond to different combinations of Liquidity, Growth, Credit, valuation and
investor expectations.

Capital may favour one opportunity while remaining reluctant to support another.
This reinforces an important CCI principle:

Liquidity existing within the financial system does not guarantee that it will reach a particular
asset.
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Capital remains available for attractive opportunities, but participation is increasingly selective
across markets, sectors and asset classes.
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CCI Takeaway

The appropriate response to an uneven Expansion is not to assume that all opportunities have
disappeared.

Nor is it to assume that every investment will benefit simply because the broader economy remains
constructive.

It is to understand the prevailing regime while recognising that financial strength, financing
conditions and capital allocation increasingly influence individual outcomes.
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7. WHAT WOULD CHANGE OUR VIEW?

Evidence Before Opinion

CCI does not maintain a constructive assessment because markets have performed well in the past.
Nor does it change its assessment simply because economic headlines become more concerning.
The evidence must justify the conclusion.

October's Mature Expansion assessment would require reconsideration if several important
conditions began deteriorating together.

Evidence That Would Increase Concern

A sustained weakening in economic Growth would suggest that the Expansion was losing
momentum.

Persistent widening in Credit spreads could indicate increasing concern about borrower risk.

Tighter bank lending conditions and deteriorating refinancing availability would suggest that
financing pressure was spreading.

A sustained deterioration in Liquidity momentum could reduce support for economic and financial
activity.

Increasing sovereign bond-market stress could create additional pressure on borrowing costs.
A breakdown in established market leadership could indicate weakening investor participation.
Individually, these developments would warrant investigation.

Their significance would increase if they began reinforcing one another.

For example, a stronger US Dollar alone would not establish a regime transition.

But persistent Dollar strength accompanied by deteriorating international funding conditions,
widening Credit spreads and weakening Growth would represent a more consequential
combination.
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Evidence That Would Strengthen the Expansion

The prevailing Expansion could become more secure if economic participation broadened.
Stabilising Credit conditions and less restrictive borrowing costs would reduce financing pressure.

Improving Liquidity transmission could support a wider range of borrowers and investment
opportunities.

Broader market leadership would suggest that the benefits of economic activity were becoming less
concentrated.

Evidence that substantial investment commitments were translating into measurable productivity
improvements would also strengthen the longer-term outlook.

Neither outcome needs to be predicted in advance.

Our responsibility is to observe the evidence and adjust our assessment when conditions justify
doing so.

Macro Risk Meter - Cross Asset Risk Proxy
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The Macro Risk Meter provides a cross-asset perspective on changing market risk conditions. Its
movements help identify periods when financial pressure may be increasing or receding. CCI is
watching for sustained deterioration supported by evidence from Credit, Liquidity and broader
financial conditions rather than interpreting individual movements as confirmation of a regime
change.
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8. THE OBSERVER'S PERSPECTIVE

Understanding the Cycle Before Acting

One of the greatest challenges in investing is distinguishing between what is happening and what
we believe should happen next.

Financial markets encourage constant prediction.

Investors are presented with forecasts about interest rates, economic recessions, market peaks and
the next investment opportunity.

Some predictions will prove correct.

Many will not.

CCI approaches the problem differently.

We begin by identifying the prevailing economic and financial environment.
We then examine the conditions supporting that environment.

We look for evidence of change.

And we distinguish between developments that deserve attention and those that justify changing our
conclusions.

October provides a useful example.

The Capital Cycle remains within a Mature Expansion.

That is our present assessment.

But the Expansion is becoming increasingly uneven.

That is an important change in its character.

It does not automatically establish that a contraction is approaching.

It does suggest that financing conditions, capital allocation and the quality of economic participation
deserve greater attention.

This distinction helps investors avoid two common mistakes.
The first is becoming excessively pessimistic whenever new risks emerge.
The second is becoming complacent simply because the prevailing regime remains constructive.

Neither response is sufficiently disciplined.
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The objective is not to predict every market movement. It is to understand the environment in
which those movements occur.

The Difference Between Price and Conditions
An asset's price tells us what investors are currently willing to pay.

But price alone does not explain why that willingness exists or whether the underlying conditions
are changing.

Liquidity influences the availability of capital.

Growth influences expectations about economic activity and future earnings.
Credit influences financing conditions and the willingness to accept risk.
Together, these forces help shape the environment in which capital is allocated.

This is why CCI begins with the underlying conditions rather than attempting to explain the entire
Capital Cycle through price movements alone.

Price is the output. Liquidity, Growth and Credit are the inputs.
Understanding those inputs does not eliminate uncertainty.

It provides a more disciplined foundation for interpreting it.
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9. THE OCTOBER OUTLOOK

Participate With Discipline

The October assessment remains constructive.

The global economy continues demonstrating resilience.

Liquidity remains supportive.

Growth continues expanding.

Credit conditions remain sufficiently functional to sustain the prevailing regime.
Market Leadership remains strong, although concentrated.

And capital continues finding opportunities.

But the environment is becoming more demanding.

Higher financing costs, currency pressures and increasingly selective capital allocation suggest that
some businesses, borrowers and economies may experience greater difficulty than others.

The appropriate response is not to declare the Expansion over.
Nor is it to ignore the pressures developing beneath the surface.

CCI's current posture remains:

This means respecting the prevailing economic regime while remaining attentive to evidence that
could change it.

It means recognising that opportunity can persist even as financial conditions become more
selective.

And it means distinguishing between the existence of risk and the confirmation of deterioration.
The Capital Cycle remains constructive.
But the margin for error may be narrowing in some parts of the economy.

That is why October's assessment places increasing emphasis on the cost of capital, Credit
transmission and the breadth of economic participation.
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Capital Cycle Position

Where are we in the Capital Cycle?

Expansion

- Mature Expansion

Slowdown

Contraction

Recovery
|

Expansion

Current Position

CCI maintains a Mature Expansion assessment and a disciplined participation posture while
monitoring the increasing unevenness beneath the surface.
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10. CLOSING REFLECTION

The Expansion Remains Intact

Economic cycles rarely change character everywhere at once.

Different economies, industries and businesses experience the same financial environment in
different ways.

Some continue expanding.

Others begin slowing.

Some attract abundant capital.

Others struggle to obtain financing on acceptable terms.

Financial markets can reward a concentrated group of leaders while leaving many other participants
behind.

These differences do not automatically mean that the broader Expansion is ending.
But they can reveal important changes beneath the surface.

October's Capital Cycle Letter identifies precisely this environment.

The Expansion remains intact. Its resilience is real, but uneven.

The overall regime assessment remains 7.4/10.

Liquidity and Growth continue providing support.

Credit remains constructive.

Confidence has improved modestly.

Leadership remains strong.

And Capital Rotation continues reflecting selective investment preferences.

Yet higher financing costs and emerging pressures deserve increasingly careful observation.

The challenge is to distinguish between manageable friction and deterioration capable of spreading
through the financial system.

That distinction cannot be settled through prediction alone.
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It requires evidence.
For now, the evidence supports continued participation within a Mature Expansion, accompanied by

greater attention to the conditions influencing where capital flows and how financial pressure
develops.

Our conclusions will change when the evidence justifies changing them.
Not before.
Evidence Before Opinion. Process Before Prediction.

Capital Cycle Intelligence

Capital Cycle Intelligence

Evidence Before Opinion. Process Before Prediction.

Know What You Own

Know Why You Own It
Know When You Are Wrong
Know How to Behave
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ABOUT THE OBSERVER EDITION

The CCI Observer Edition provides a structured introduction to the prevailing Capital Cycle, the
forces influencing economic and financial conditions, and the developing risks that deserve
attention.

It is designed to help readers understand the economic environment through the CCI framework of
Liquidity, Growth, Credit, Confidence, Leadership and Capital Rotation.

The Observer Edition presents CClI's public editorial assessments and educational interpretations.

More detailed engine analysis, extended research investigations, comprehensive chart collections
and portfolio commentary are provided through the relevant CCI membership publications.

Our purpose is not to predict the future with certainty. It is to develop the discipline to
recognise changing conditions and respond to the evidence.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

This publication is provided for general information and educational purposes only.

It does not constitute personal financial advice, an investment recommendation or an offer to buy or
sell any financial product.

The assessments, scores and interpretations presented reflect Capital Cycle Intelligence's analysis of
the information available at the time of publication.

Economic and financial conditions can change, and future outcomes may differ materially from
current assessments.

Readers should consider their individual circumstances and seek appropriately qualified
professional advice before making investment decisions.
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