
Whole Life: 
fixed premiums,
guaranteed growth,
higher fees, predictable
returns. Best if your top
priority is certainty at
any cost.

Indexed Universal Life:
flexible premiums,
market-indexed growth
with no downside risk,
lower fees, leveraged
death benefit. Best if
your goal is maximum
potential tax-free
retirement income.

Two products. Two philosophies. Both are forms of permanent
cash-value life insurance, meaning they can build wealth you
access while you're alive, with potential tax-free advantages along
the way. But how they get you there couldn't be more different.

Here's a clear-eyed look at how Whole Life and Indexed Universal
Life (IUL) compare and why a Stream Plan is built on IUL.

What they have in common
Both are permanent cash-value life insurance policies. That means:

Coverage that lasts your lifetime, not just a fixed term
A cash-value component that grows over time and can be
accessed potential tax-free
A death benefit for your beneficiaries

The differences begin the moment you ask: how does that cash
value actually grow, and how flexible is the policy along the way?

Whole Life: predictability at a premium
Whole Life is steady, fixed, and conservative by design. Premiums
are mandatory and fixed for the life of the policy (typically
structured as 10-pay, 15-pay, 20-pay, or pay-for-life). Cash value
grows on a guaranteed schedule set by the insurance carrier.

In Whole Life, the cash value typically equals the death benefit,
meaning there's no leveraged upside on the death benefit itself.
The trade-off for that guaranteed predictability is real: significantly
higher fees, slower cash-value growth, and no flexibility to skip, vary,
or accelerate contributions.
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Quick
Summary



If your top priority is certainty above everything else, and you're willing to pay a premium
for that guarantee, Whole Life delivers exactly what it promises.

Indexed Universal Life: flexibility, growth potential, and lower cost
IUL is built differently. Cash value is tied to a stock-market index (such as the S&P 500),
which gives the policy meaningful growth potential, paired with a 0% floor that protects
you from market losses entirely. The policy participates in the upside but is shielded from
the downside.

It's also flexible by design:
Contribute on the schedule that fits your life, including short, intensive funding periods
like Stream's five-year model
Skip a payment one year, catch up the next
Adjust the death benefit and premium as your needs evolve

Fees are materially lower than Whole Life, and the policy can be structured to hyperfund
early, building a powerful potential tax-free retirement vehicle that traditional Whole Life
simply isn't designed to deliver.

Why Stream is built on IUL
Stream's Protection Plan uses Indexed Universal Life because it offers what high-income
earners actually need: meaningful growth potential, downside protection, structural
flexibility, and the ability to be hyperfunded over a short window, all for materially lower
fees than Whole Life.

For clients whose primary goal is guaranteed minimum benefit at any cost, Whole Life
remains a reasonable choice. For clients whose goal is maximum potential tax-free
retirement income with no market risk and a meaningful death benefit, IUL is the better
engine and the Stream Plan is built to make the most of it.

Connect with Us! Email us at service@thestreamplan.com
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The Stream Plan is designed for accredited investors and is not suitable for all clients as it involves some risks. The indexed universal life insurance policy used is
issued by a third-party Life Insurance company and involves both guaranteed and non-guaranteed elements. Policy performance and financing terms are not
guaranteed. Illustrations and projections are hypothetical, for educational purposes only, and do not guarantee future results. Actual outcomes may differ
materially. This material is not tax, legal, or investment advice. Please consult your independent advisors.
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