
 
From: xxxx 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2023 3:00 PM 
To: xxxxxxx 
Subject: TV project involving xxx 
 
Hello everyone,   

We wanted to share a quick update on a recent TV project – and we ask that you keep the 
following information confidential.   

You might have noticed a small mention about xxx in Season 1 of XXX, which aired in 2021 
and was HXXX most streamed show ever.  In one of the episodes, one of the main characters 
was offered (and turned down) an internship with HRW. This was a welcome surprise, as we 
had no idea that HRW would be featured. 

Season 2 premiered on June 22, and will include a multi-episode storyline where the character 
changes careers and becomes a human rights lawyer – that involves HRW and sets that look a 
bit like our NY office. Those episodes, which touch on refugee rights and our role as 
researchers and advocates seeking to uphold those rights, will likely debut at the end of July. 

By way of background, after Season 1 the writers and producers of “And Just Like That” 
approached Human Rights Watch due to a personal connection they had with IJP/GC staffer 
Elise Keppler. Knowing something of her work life, they sought our input on a storyline that 
concerned a character working at HRW. Since it was clear that they planned to feature HRW, 
we decided (after consulting Tirana, Sari and other senior colleagues) that we would 
collaborate with the producers in the hope of shaping a positive story arc highlighting human 
rights. Our department and other colleagues, including Elise and the refugees team, helped in 
providing a briefing and consultation to the writers for a handful of episodes, as well as advice 
and materials for the set.  

One of the challenges in TV and film partnerships is that we often don’t get to see the final 
product before it airs. For that reason, we don’t plan to promote it in advance. We are hopeful 
that the producers will honor our stories, recommendations, and steers. Once we watch the 
episodes, we may promote on our social media channels later in the summer. We’ll watch the 
episodes and decide as a team, and we’ve prepared a plan in case we need to respond to our 
depiction.  

We expect that not all colleagues will agree that we should have collaborated with this show, 
and some may have strong feelings about it. After long consultation internally and lots of 
reviews, we took the decision to go forward, because we believe it is important to leverage 
opportunities to influence, advocate for, and change the way human rights issues are depicted 
on television. It helps us to find and meet new audiences where they are, and build 
understanding of, and support for, human rights as critical to all our lives – helping to drive a 
larger narrative change.   

We want to share our gratitude to all those who made this possible and we also want to 
encourage colleagues to come and discuss other potential film or TV partnerships. 



We are currently talking to entertainment partners on topics like women’s rights in Afghanistan, 
technology and even refugees in space! We also will be meeting up with cooking & competition 
shows this summer. So we anticipate this is just one of the places you’ll see content inspired 
by Human Rights Watch and our partners on big and little screens.   

And we hope you all will be a big part of that. We’ll be back in touch later this summer to kick 
off Human Rights Watch’s first annual pitch fest for a little fun, friendly competition to 
develop film and television projects around human rights issues.  

Please contact us with any questions or feedback, either by emailing us directly 
or TVfilm@hrw.org, rather than hitting reply all! And again – please don’t share this 
information outside HRW until the show has aired, 

In solidarity,  

XXXX 
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