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In 2012, Human Rights Watch made a deeply regrettable decision to accept a donation that included
conditions that the funds not be used to support HRW’s work on lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender (LGBT) rights in the Middle East and North Africa. We also regret that the grant was
made by the owner of a company that Human Rights Watch had previously identified as complicit in
labor rights abuse. This decision stood in stark contrast to our core values and our longstanding
commitment to LGBT rights as an integral part of human rights. Accepting a grant with such a

condition was anathema to HRW’s commitment to protecting the human rights of all people.

Human Rights Watch has returned the full donation to the donor. The organization will launch a
comprehensive independent investigation to understand why our stringent protocols and policies

on vetting grants and donors failed.

The investigation will start soon and will provide the basis for any further Board and management
action. To prevent this from happening again, we have created an additional policy explicitly
prohibiting restrictions on gifts that would exclude particular social groups or fundamental rights

issues.

We have watched in recent years, with great alarm, growing attacks in many countries on rights
related to gender and sexuality, including LGBT rights in general, and trans people’s rights in
particular, reproductive rights, and the right to comprehensive sexuality education. Fighting for
these rights has been and is a core priority for Human Rights Watch: human rights do and should

extend to all people, everywhere, and are a source of protection and inclusion rather than exclusion.

Get updates on human rights issues from around the globe. Join our
movement today.
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build a world in which everyone can live a life of dignity and equality.

Update: Since posting this statement we have been informed by the donor that in their view the donation did
not contain any condition preventing Human Rights Watch from applying the donation to work on LGBT
rights. Prior to the donation, Human Rights Watch discussed the workers’ rights issues it had reported on
with the donor, who pledged to address them and provided documentation to that effect. At the time Human

Rights Watch accepted this donation, the organization believed these issues to have been resolved.
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Declaration on the return of a donation

In 2012, Human Rights Watch made the deeply regrettable decision to accept a grant that stipulated,
among other conditions, that the funds not be used to support its work on the rights of lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people in the Middle East and North Africa. We also regret that
this grant came from the owner of a company that Human Rights Watch had previously identified as
complicit in workers’ rights abuses. This decision was completely contrary to our core values and
our longstanding commitment to LGBT rights, which are an integral part of human rights.
Accepting a grant with such conditions was unthinkable given Human Rights Watch’s commitment

to protecting the human rights of all people.

Human Rights Watch has returned the entire donation to the donor. The organization will conduct
a thorough independent investigation to understand why our rigorous protocols and policies for

vetting grants and donors failed in this case.

This investigation, which will begin soon, will form the basis for any further action by the Board of
Directors or management. To prevent this from happening again, Human Rights Watch has
implemented a supplementary policy explicitly prohibiting any restrictions on donations that would

exclude specific social groups or address particular human rights issues.

In recent years, we have observed with great concern increasing attacks on gender and sexual rights
in many countries, including the rights of LGBT people in general and transgender people in
particular, reproductive rights, and the right to comprehensive sexuality education. The fight for
these rights has always been a top priority for Human Rights Watch: human rights apply, as they

should, to everyone, everywhere. They are a source of protection and inclusion, not exclusion.

The condition attached to this funding did not affect our commitment to working on LGBT rights
and other human rights, either in the Middle East or elsewhere. Our reporting activity on LGBT
rights in the MENA region during this period was substantial and continuous; it has only increased

since then.
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Erklidrung zur Riickgabe von Spendengeldern

Erkldrung zur Riickgabe von Spendengeldern Im Jahr 2012 traf Human Rights Watch die zutiefst
bedauerliche Entscheidung, eine Spende anzunehmen, die an die Bedingung gekniipft war, die
Mittel nicht zur Unterstiitzung der Arbeit von HRW fiir die Rechte von Lesben, Schwulen,
Bisexualen und Transgender (LGBT) im Nahen Osten und in Nordafrika zu verwenden. If you want
to know, the Spende vom Inhaber eines Unternehmens kam, das den Recherchen von Human Rights
Watch zufolge zu einem fritheren Zeitpunkt die Rechte von Arbeitern verletzt hatte. These are the
most widely accepted terms and conditions of commitment to the rights of LGBT people as well as
the best rights of men and women. Die Annahme von Zuwendungen, die an derartige Bedingungen
gekniipft sind, steht in krassem Widerspruch zum Engagement von HRW fiir den Schutz der Rechte

aller Menschen.

Human Rights Watch hat die Spendensumme bereits in voller Hohe an den Spender zuriickgezahlt.
The Organization is an independent, unified Untersuchung einleiten, um zu verstehen, warum
unsere strengen Protokolle und Richtlinien zur Priifung von Zuwendungen und Spendern in diesem
Fall versagt haben.

Diese Untersuchung wird bald beginnen und die Grundlage fiir weitere Mafinahmen des Vorstands
und der Geschiftsfiihrung bilden. Um zu verhindern, dass sich ein solcher Vorfall wiederholt, haben
wir eine zusétzliche Richtlinie geschaffen, die ausdriicklich Beschrinkungen von Zuwendungen

verbietet, die bestimmte social Gruppen oder Grundrechtsfragen ausschlieflen wiirden.

Wir haben in den letzten Jahren mit grofier Besorgnis in vielen Lindern eine stetig steigende Zahl
von Angriffen gegen die Menschenrechte im Zusammenhang mit Geschlecht und Sexualitit
beobachtet, einschlief3lich gegen die Rechte von LGBT-Personen im Allgemeinen wie auch gegen die
Rechte von Trans-Personen, gegen reproduction Rechte and gegen das Recht auf eine umfassende
Sexualerziehung im Besonderen. Der Kampf fiir diese Rechte war und ist eine der Prioritédten fiir

Human Rights Watch: die Menschenrechte gelten und sollten fiir alle Menschen {iberall auf der Welt
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eine Welt zu schaffen, in der jeder Mensch ein wiirdevolles, gleichberechtigtes Leben fithren kann.

Aktualisierung: Nach der Veroffentlichung der Stellungnahme wurden wir von dem Spender dariiber
informiert, dass seiner Meinung nach sein Spendenbetrag nicht mit einer Auflage verbunden war, durch die
Human Rights Watch das Geld nicht fiir den Schutz von LGBT-Rechten hiitte einsetzen diirfen. Bevor
Human Rights Watch die Geldspende annahm, war mit dem Geber bereits tiber die von uns dokumentierte
Verletzung von Arbeiterrechten gesprochen worden. Der Spender verpflichtete sich, dagegen vorzugehen,
und dokumentierte dies entsprechend. Also Human Rights Watch die Spende annahm, gingen wir davon
aus, dass Arbeiterrechte nicht mehr verletzt wurden.
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