BY: E: MAIL – planning@durham.gov.uk
Planning Ref: DM/26/00298/FPA
Date: 28th April 2026
DCC Planning Development (West South),
PO BOX 274,
Stanley,
Co. Durham,
DH8 1HG.

Dear Planning Officer,
DM/26/00298/FPA Residential development of 16no. dwellings with associated landscaping, open space and SuDS, Land At Green Lane North Of Barnard Castle School Green Lane Barnard Castle DL12 8LR.
On behalf of Marwood Parish Council, please find our objections to the proposed Harper Developments Planning Application to build 16no. dwellings on Land At Green Lane North Of Barnard Castle School Green Lane Barnard Castle DL12 8LR. This site falls within the Marwood Parish Boundary.
The proposed site will be an approximate 20 minute walk into the town centre, therefore the vast majority of the new homes will use their cars to access the town (including major construction traffic throughout the build process). Green Lane is also mostly single file vehicle access currently due to resident’s roadside/pavement parking, therefore adding more traffic to the area will only make the current situation worse.
The road is also extremely busy at both the beginning & end of each day with traffic from Green Lane CE Primary School which is situated at the top of Green Lane in close proximity to Kinghorne Road which is to be used as a point of access for the new proposed development. The issue of safety is of a very high concern & should be reviewed as a priority. This area is a main foot traffic route for all local schools & Green Lane Park with an increased risk of road traffic injury to both children & other members of the public.
The local area has had five new housing estates plus small new build sites during recent years, two of which have already been along Green Lane. The larger developments are Taylor Wimpey Castle Vale & Stone Bridge Homes Ashtree Park both along Darlington Road, Taylor Wimpey Bowes Gardens, David Wilson Five Acres on Green Lane and Tilia Homes Castle Croft which have all contributed to the local and national housing requirement all be it with a negative and detrimental impact on the local landscape.
The local amenities and facilities such as schools, doctors & dental surgeries are already extremely overwhelmed by the previous rapid growth of the town and more new housing (no matter what size development) would considerably add to these issues along with more pressure on already limited parking spaces in & around the town centre, including the existing road network infrastructure which is constantly compromised with excessive road traffic.
The proposed development is on quality agricultural land which is invaluable to the local wildlife and natural habitats that rely on this area which has already been considerably affected during the construction of the David Wilson Five Acres site. Surely it would now be feasible to protect & leave this field as the sanctuary that has evolved overtime for wildlife.
It was highlighted previously that the local sewers are stretched in the Barnard Castle area, with comments advising that these issues have stemmed from the previous new build housing which the current sewer network cannot cope with, therefore another development would surely make these issues worse.
We hope the above clearly highlights our objections to this proposed development. We feel it is important to protect our unique and picturesque market town from further urban encroachment into the open countryside.
Yours faithfully
Marwood Parish Council
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