
ECOCIDE LAW: 
CREATING THE LEGAL CONDITIONS
FOR LIFE TO THRIVE

DEVELOPING ECOCIDE LAW
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OUR MISSION:
To have ecocide recognised as a 

serious crime all over the world.

“Ecocide” means unlawful or wanton acts 

committed with knowledge that there is a 

substantial likelihood of severe and either 

widespread or long-term damage to the 

environment being caused by those acts.

Independent Expert Panel for the Legal De�nition of Ecocide, June 2021
Proposed for inclusion in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal 
Court, September 2024

WHY CRIMINAL LAW?

De�nes (and shifts) 
moral boundaries: 
what is/isn't 
acceptable.

Creates personal 
and corporate 
accountability:
carries moral stigma 
and concrete 
repercussions.

Redirects �nancial 
�ows: criminal acts 
cannot legally be 
�nanced or 
underwritten.
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