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Starts with B

Before Reading1.
Build Background/Access Prior Knowledge
Students can make predictions by looking at the cover of the book and book title. 
Have them discuss what they see and what they think the book is going to be about.

Another great idea is to have students fill the Letter Shape pages with pictures 
whose names begin with the /b/ sound and with words they know that begin with B 
and b. Alternately, you may wish to have students trace the letter shapes or fill them 
with glued-on beads. (See pages 5 and 6 of this Teacher Note.)

Introduce Words
baby: A very young child.
ball: An object, usually round, that is used in a game or as a toy.
balloons: Thin bags, usually made of rubber, that become larger when filled with air  
or gas.
bananas: Long curved fruits with thick peels that are yellow when ripe.
beach: An area covered with sand or small rocks that is next to an ocean or lake.
bear: A large animal with thick hair and sharp claws that usually lives in the forest. 
bed: A piece of furniture that people sleep on.
books: Stories or other texts that are either printed on sheets of paper held together inside  
a cover or accessed on a computer.
bread: A baked food made from flour and water.
bubbles: Balls of air inside a thin layer of soap.

Written by Christina Earley

Featured Words: baby, ball, balloons, bananas, beach, bear, 
bed, books, bread, bubbles
Key Idea: Identify the /b/ sound spelled with the letter b at 
the beginning of familiar words
Standards Addressed: RF.K.3.A Reading: Foundational Skills
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During Reading2.
Explain that the letter Bb spells the /b/ sound. Enunciate the sound clearly for 

students and have them repeat it after you, taking care to isolate /b/ and not 

combine it with any vowel sounds. Ask students to notice how their mouths feel as 

they make the sound. Read the book aloud, emphasizing /b/ at the beginning of 

each word and asking students to repeat after you. 

During a second reading of the book, provide clues and ask students to identify  

the words:

• Which word has b three times? (bubbles)

• Which word has the small word ball inside? (balloons)

• Which word names an animal? (bear)

• Which word has the /k/ sound? (books)

• Which word has three syllables? (bananas)

• Which word ends with y? (baby)

• Which word has three letters and the short e sound? (bed)

• Which word is b plus the small word all? (ball)

• Which word begins with br? (bread)

• Which word ends with ch? (beach)

Finally, you may wish to provide for each student a copy of My Bb Words. (See page 

7 of this Teacher Note.) Students can cut apart the word cards, mix them up, and 

decide which one matches each page of the book. After students trace b to begin 

each word on a card, they can use crayons in several colors to rainbow-write all the 

letters in the word.  

ESE/SWD4.
• Use diagrams, graphics, and pictures to enhance spoken information.

• Try a direct-instruction approach to teach new concepts and skills. 

• Use a variety of materials and teaching styles to engage students.

• Create a comfortable learning environment.

Have students create flashcards with the Bb words. Pair the students to review and 

read the flashcards together. Have students write the words on paper.

• Recall letters and words from the text.

• Identify the author’s purpose for the nonfiction text.

• Students can choose to read additional books about sounds and letters.

Follow-Up Lessons:

• Sort words from the book according to the number of sounds and syllables.

• Use letter tiles to add b to -at, -ug, -it, -ell, -og and other endings to make  

new words.

• Ask each student to make a Bingo card by illustrating or writing any eight words 

from the book in the squares in random order. Have students exchange cards. Call 

out words from the book as students mark them off. The first student to mark three 

words in a row wins! (See page 8 of this Teacher Note.)

Small Group/Partner Activities:

• Reread the book in pairs with partners helping to segment and blend sounds 

as needed.

• Students can ask and answer questions about word meanings, letters,  

and sounds.

Phonics:
• Ask students to identify initial, medial vowel, and final phonemes in 

consonant-vowel-consonant words and other single-syllable words. (Meets 

standards RF.K.2.D, RF.1.2.C)

• Ask students to identify and spell words from the text that have short and 

long vowel sounds. (Meets standard RF.1.2.A)

School-to-Home Connection:

• Send home the word clues from page 2 of this Teacher Note along with  

the book.

• Along with the book, send home a copy of My Bb Words from page 7 of this 

Teacher Note.

After Reading3.
Introduce the Genre

You can tell this is a nonfiction book because the pictures are photographs of real things. 

The pictures help explain what the words mean.

Establish a Purpose for Reading 

We are going to read words that begin with the /b/ sound spelled with the letter b.
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