
Cumberland University is providing this 2026 Impact Report in gratitude to the 2026 
Phoenix Ball leaders for helping transform lives through the power of education. 
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SPONSORS

Lucrezia Bandini (Lu) Class of 2026
Recipient of the Monty and Pace Pope 
Scholarship for History and International Students

“As an international student from Italy, arriving 
here felt like stepping into a whole new world. 
The Cumberland community made me feel seen, 
loved, and truly at home in a place far from home. 
In Professor Alan Hutchison’s speech class, I 
gained something even deeper: real confidence. 
He transformed my fear of speaking into a strength 
that carried over into my job, sports involvement, 
and to one of my proudest moments: serving 
as a commentator for the Paris 2024 Olympic 
Games with Warner Bros. Discovery. I realized 
how far CU has brought me while speaking to a 
global audience without nerves or shame! CU 
isn’t just classes or a campus; it’s where moving to 
a new country became a great opportunity. I am 
endlessly grateful to Cumberland University for 
giving me that chance to start fresh and thrive.”

To learn more about Lu’s story check out the video 
that was shared with Phoenix Ball guests:

Jenna Jacobs Class of 2027
Inaugural Recipient of the Phoenix Ball Endowed 
Scholarship

“As a first-generation college student and 
adoptee, education has always been my way 
to build a better future for myself. School hasn’t 
always been easy, especially without a family 
blueprint to guide me, but the support I’ve found 
from faculty and peers on campus has completely 
changed my experience. Coming to Cumberland 
as a freshman with an associate’s degree, I never 
imagined that a year later I’d be President of Psi 
Chi and a Presidential Ambassador. Realizing
what I’m capable of with 
the right support has made 
me want to push myself 
even further. My spot on 
the Dean’s List since 2024 
and my National First-
Generation Recognition 
Award represent my 
dedication to hard work.”

Over
$430,000

Total Raised at 
Phoenix Ball 2026

Raised during Phoenix 
Ball Live and Silent 

Auction:
~$99,992

Raised from Sponsors and 
Ticket Sales
~$288,075

Phoenix Ball Endowed 
Scholarship

raised ~$48,220 during the 
Scholarship Paddle Raise

Presenting Sponsor
Hunt Brothers Pizza

Phoenix Sponsor
Gordon Carroll - Carroll Homes

Entertainment Sponsor
Lowery, Lowery & Cherry, PLLC.

Stage Sponsor
Middle Tennessee Electric

Main Course Sponsor
Tim Leeper Roofing

Pre-Ball Reception Sponsor
Tucker’s Gap Event Center

Red Carpet Sponsor
Smith-Wright Law

Platinum Sponsors
Hartwinn Group

The Moscardelli Family

Southern Bank of Tennessee

Vanderbilt Wilson County Hospital

Maroon Sponsors
CIC Credit

Cornerstone Place

Lucas & Krysta Dancy-Cabeal

Farm Bureau Mt. Juliet Division, 
Andy Stafford

First Financial Bank

Grit & Gravel

Hatton’s Steak House / Newman 
Dental Associates

Kane & Crowell, PLLC

Lebanon City Lifestyles

Debbie Melvin, Realtor

Novamet Specialty Products

Putman Family & Kirkland Family

Rocking T Cattle Company

ServPro of Wilson County

THW Insurance Services

TriStar Summit HCA

Vasek & Robbins, PLLC

Wilson Bank & Trust ** 
** Indicates double maroon sponsorship

Bourbon & Bubbles Sponsor
Cheers Wine & Liquor

Photo Sponsor
Wellworth Bank

Valet Sponsor
The Lett Center

Print Sponsor 
Big Star Cigar Lounge

Live Auction Sponsor
Valley Machine

Silent Auction Sponsor
Forbes Jewelers

Safe Ride Home Sponsor
Wilson County Motors

Dessert Sponsor
Durci Chocolate

Late Night Sponsor
Empire Roofing

Table Wine Sponsor
Grade A Construction
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2026 Phoenix Ball Alumni Attendees

To check out the recap of the 2026 
Phoenix Ball scan the QR code

Thank you to the 2026 Patrons Party hosts 
Jeff and Shelly Peterson! Check out the event 

photos by scanning the QR code


