
ENVIRONMENT
Climate change, which is caused by the increasing amounts
of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, is one of today’s
most important issues. 
We may not realize it, but we experience the related effects of climate change
every day. The increasing amount of greenhouse gases in the air results in
higher temperatures, changes in precipitation, extreme weather conditions and
rising sea levels. These changes endanger our health by affecting our food and
water sources and the air we breathe. Once we damage our environment, it’s
difficult to reverse those negative impacts. In 2020, California experienced its
worst wildfire season on record. There were 9,917 fires that burned almost 4.3
million acres of land, the largest ever recorded.

Take urgent action to combat climate
change and its impacts.

Sustainable Development Goal 13

Throughout 2023, the
South and Midwest
regions of the U.S.
experienced droughts,
causing $14.5 bill ion in
damages.
 
Sea levels are rising
at a rate of 3.4
millimeters per year.
 
The planet’s surface is 
getting warmer. The 
average temperature 
has increased by more 
than 1.6° Fahrenheit in 
the last 100 years.
 
The U.S. is the second-
highest contributor 
of carbon dioxide in 
the world.
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Take Action
Analyze your own
negative
environmental habits
and make small
changes to reduce
your carbon footprint.

Discussion Questions 

1 How has climate change affected life where
you live?

What can we do every day as individuals and as
a group to reduce the effects of climate
change?

How can we encourage those around us and the
government to take action against climate
change?

Go Deeper
Check out more info in
the Let’s Go Green
Campaign at
https://educationplus.org
/initiatives
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